Philippians 1/ 2002 November

MAY CHRIST BE EXALTED IN MY BODY

Philippians 1:1-30

Key Verse: 1:20

1. vv. 1-2. How are Paul and Timothy related to the Christians at Philippi? How are God and Jesus Christ related to both parties? Why does Paul stress that he is writing to all the Philippian Christians (vv. 1,4,7,8)?

2. vv. 3-8. How deep is Paul’s joy with which he remembers the Philippian Christians (3,4)? Why is he so deeply joyful with them (5-8)? Why is his joy remarkable (6; cf Ac 16:11-40)? How does Paul express the joy differently in verse 8? What is “the longing with the affection of Christ Jesus”?

3. vv. 9-11. What is Paul’s threefold prayer topic? How can a person discern what is best, pure and blameless? What is it that is best, pure and blameless? What is the fruit of righteousness? What is the day of Christ that Paul refers to (ref. 1:6)? To what would their discernment and being filled with the fruit of righteousness end? 

4. vv. 12-18a. What happened to Paul according to the content in 1:12-26? Why did he rejoice because he was imprisoned in chains? What is the advancement of the gospel or the preaching of Christ that makes Paul rejoice when he himself is left alone in prison in chains with the possibility of being executed, and when some of his colleagues attempt to stir up trouble in his heart by making him envious of their successful ministry?

5. vv. 18b-26. Why does Paul say he will continue to rejoice (18b-19)? In light of verses 20 and 27, it seems Paul himself thinks the chances of his survival or execution are 50/50. What was the basis of his confidence of his deliverance then (20-26; ref. 2:17)? What do you learn from his prayer in verse 20? From his confession in verse 21 (ref. Gal 2:20)? From his confidence in his deliverance in view of his prayer in verse 20? 

6. vv. 27-30. In what manner would the Philippian Christians conduct themselves to be “worthy of the gospel” (27-28a)? Why should they conduct their manner worthy of the gospel even when things go badly, such as Paul about to be executed, that is, because of the gospel (28b-30)? What does Paul mean by the words “—and that by God” in verse 28b?

