ISRAEL FAILS

Numbers 1-20

Key verse: 14:34

* Preparation of the Israelites for departure from Sinai (chapters 1-10)

1. 1:1. When did the Lord say to take a census of the whole Israelites community? What had happened during the last year and two months? (Ex 12:1; 19:1; 24:10,11; 24:18; 32:1-6; 34:28; 40:33) Which month of our calendar matches to the first month of the Hebrew calendar? 

2. 1:2-54. Who was taken into account in the census? (1:3) Who were appointed to help Moses? (1:4,16) What was the purpose of counting men over twenty years? (1:45) How many were they? (1:46) Which tribe was exempt in the numbering the eligible for the Israel’s army? (1:47) What was their task for which they were assigned? (1:48-53) What do you learn from the structure of the Israelite community? (For example, all men over twenty years old were counted as the army reserve, the priests as a body for theocracy.)

3. 2:1-34. Describe the arrangement of the tribal camps. Which divisions were camped to the east (2;3)? Which tribes belonged to the division of Judah (2:3,5,7,9)? Where did the divisions of Reuben camp (2:16)? Which tribes belonged to the divisions of Reuben (2:11,12,14,16)? What was placed in the middle of the camps (2:17)? Which divisions camped on the west (2:18)? Which tribes followed the Ephraims (2:18,20,22)? Whose divisions camped on the north (2:25)? Who belonged to the Dans (2:25,27,29)

4. 3:1-51. Who among the sons of Aaron served as priests (3:1-4)? What was the role of the tribe of Levi (3:5-13)? Who were the sons of Levi (3:17)? Where did the Gershonites camp and what was their duty (3:23,25)? Where did the Kohathites camp and what was assigned to them (3:31)? Who was the chief leader of the Levites (3:32)? Where did the Merarites camp and what were they appointed to do (3:36)?  Moses and Aaron were the great grandchildren of Levi through Kohath, the second son of Levi (Ex 6:20). But they camped separately and independently. Where did they camp and what was their duty (3:38)? 

5. What was the total number of the Levites (3:39)?  What was the total number of firstborn males, a month old or more, of the Israelites (3:42)? What was instructed to do for the 273 firstborn Israelites who exceeded the number of the Levites (3:46-51)? What do you learn in the assignment of the Levites the role of the redemption of the firstborn male of the Israelites (3:11-13, 45-49)? What was the age restriction of the Levites who were to serve in the work in the Tent of Meeting (4:3,21,30,35,39,43,47)? How many were they (4:48)? What kind of image of the community of Israel can you draw in your mind considering the fact that exact numbers of the Levite priests represented the total numbers of the Israelites?

6. 5:1-31. What is instructed to keep the camps of the Israelites from being defiled? What are the other two laws to keep the camps from wrongs and jealousy? Why is the law of jealousy applied even though the wife is not impure? What do you learn from chapter 5 concerning the Lord’s dwelling among his people (5:3)? 

7. 6:1-7:89. What is a Nazirite (6:2)? What is required of the Nazirite during the period of his vow of separation (6:3-12)? What is required of the Nazirite when the period of his separation is over (6:13-21)? What does chapter 7 describe (7:84)? What was the result of the dedication of people and offerings (7:89)?

8. 8:1-10:36. What is recorded in chapter 8? What do you learn from 8:10-12 the role of the Levites? What is taught in 9:14 regarding the Passover? What were the two final preparation did the Lord do for the departure of Israelites from Sinai (9:15-10:10)? When did the Isrealites set out from the Desert of Sinai (10:11)? Who did Moses ask to join their journey (10:29-32)? What does 10:33-36 describe?  

* Israelites fail (chapter 11-20)

9. 11:1-12:16. What are the three events recorded in 11:1-12:16? What was the complaint of the Israelites in each event and how did the Lord answer each? Trace Taberah (11:3), Kibroth Hattaavah (11:34), Hazeroth (11:35) and the Desert of Paran  (12:16) on the map. How far were the Israelites from the promised land at this time? 

10. 13:1-25. What did the Lord command Israelites to do? So what did Moses do? What did the leaders do in the forty days? What was their report? What did Caleb suggest? Why did others reject Caleb’s suggestion to invade the land? 

11. 14:1-45. How did the “bad report” (13:32) affect the all the people of the community (14:1-4)? How did Moses and Aaron deal with the mob? How did Joshua and Caleb help (14:5-9)?  What was the response of the whole assembly to the two young men (14:10a)? How did the Lord answer the situation (14:10b-35)? What was the response of the Israelites as Moses reported the Lord’s judgment (14:39-44)? What was the result?

12. 15:1-41. How many more years were they going to stay in the desert (14:34)? Yet here in chapter 15 what is the Lord doing for the Israelites? What is the point of all these additional education (15:17,39)?

13. 16:1-19:22. What was the argument of the group rebels of whom the leader was Korah (16:3)? What was their intention (16:10)? How did the Lord judge (16:12-34)? What was the point of the judgment (16:35-40)? What did the Israelites grumble about next day (16:41)? How was the resolved (16:42-50)? How did all these troubles affect Moses (16:15)? What did the Lord do to put an end to their grumbling (17:1-11)? How did the Israelites misinterpret the sign (17:12)? What additional instruction did the Lord give Aaron, the appointed priest (18:1-19:22)? 

14. 20:1-29. What happened at the Desert of Zin (20:1-13)? How did Edom add a burden to Israel (20:14-21)? What happened to Aaron in the Mount of Hor (20:22-29)?

