YOU ARE TO BE HOLY TO ME

Leviticus 17-27

Key verse: 20:26

* Blood and the covenant people (chapter 18)

1. 17:1-9. Where was the designated place for offering the sacrifices? What was the reason of designation of the tabernacle to be the place for sacrifice (17:4)? What were the positive and the negative reasons of the designation of the tabernacle to be the place of offering (17:5-9)?

2. 17:10-16. Why is the eating any blood forbidden? What is instructed to those who hunt animals? What is the reason of the instruction to the hunters? Why are the animals which were found dead or torn by wild animals considered unclean?

* human sexuality and the covenant people (chapter 18)
3. 18:1-30. What does it mean that the LORD is God to the covenant people Israelites in regard to the human sexuality (18:1-5)? Categorize the list of the forbidden sexual relations in 18:6-23 (18:6-18/ 18:19-23. * 18:19-23 were, probably,  the sexual acts performed in pagan cultic worship.) What were the two reasons for forbidding the above sexual relations (18:24-30)? What does the practice of the Egyptians and the Canannites of the sexual relations with a close relative tell us about their family relationship? What is the basis of the  family relationship of the covenant people? What does 18:19-23 tell us of the covenant view of the quality and value of human sexuality?

* The covenant people are to be holy to the LORD (chapters 19-20)

4. 19:1-37. Discuss how each command in chapter 19 be the way for the covenant people to be holy. Discuss also how the covenant people could declare that the LORD is God by keeping these laws. 19:18 can be the summary of  all these rules. How could to love the neighbor could mean to be holy and to declare the LORD’s name?  

5. 20:1-27. What is the different emphasis of the laws in chapter 20 from the similar laws in chapter 18? (esp. 20:24,26)  

* Priests of the covenant people (chapter 21,22)

6. 21:1-24. How could the priests keep themselves ceremonially clean in time of death of his people (21:1-4, 10-12)? How could the priests keep their bodies ceremonially clean (21:5,6)? How could they keep themselves ceremonially clean in marriage (21:7,8,13-15)? In case his daughter defiles herself by becoming a (shrine) prostitute (21:9)? What was the specific rule for the high priest (21:10-12)? What if the one born into the priest’s family had a defect (21:16-23)? Why was such a discrimination applied to the priests (21:6,8,12,23)?

7. 22:1-16. What are the laws in 22:1-16 about (22:2)? Examine and learn how and  why  each law helps the priests to treat with respect the sacred offerings the Israelites consecrate to the LORD.

8. 22:17-33. What was an unacceptable sacrifice (21:19,25,26,28)? Why are all the rules for priests and sacrifices (22:32-33)?

9. 23:1-44. Name the appointed feasts of the LORD (23:3,5-6,9,15,23,27,34).

10. 24:1-23. What do you learn from the laws about oil and bread set before the LORD (24:1-9)? What do you learn from the juxtaposing the laws in 24:17-22 and the  incident of stoning of the blasphemer to death?

11. 25:1-55. What do you learn from the laws of the Sabbath year for the land? What do you learn from the law of the year of Jubiliee?

12. 26:1-46. What were the rewards for the obedience? What were the punishment for disobedience? What is expressed in 26:40-46 to be the reason of the LORD to give all the laws and regulations? What do you learn from his reason?

13. 27:1-34. What are the laws in 27:1-29 about? What do you learn from the tithe law in 27:30-33?

