THE ACCOUNT OF JACOB (Part 2)

Genesis 42-50

Key verse: 50:24,25

“I am about to die. But God will surely come to your aid and take you up 

out of this land to the land he promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac 

and Jacob…God will surely come to your aid, and then you 

must carry my bones up from this place.”


We learned in Part 1 of the account of Jacob that YHWH raised Joseph to be a Covenant bearer. YHWH was with Joseph in all his sufferings for that purpose. YHWH prospered Joseph for the purpose to bring the other eleven sons of Jacob to Egypt and make them a nation there. Thus YHWH made himself known to us that we may worship him. We will learn in Part 2 that YHWH made them repent through Joseph. He blesses them through Jacob that they may be included in the Covenant. May the study of the beautiful story of Joseph be more than a pastime. May God speak to you in the story and lead you to the worship of him.


More than twenty years had passed since the sons of Jacob sold Joseph to be a slave in Egypt. There were many changes during that long many years. The twelve became seventy including the two sons of Joseph born in Egypt. But the Covenant people were in darkness including Joseph. He knew the grace of God on his personal life. He was not capable to relate the grace of God to the Covenant work yet. Only by meeting the other eleven sons and his father would he fully understand why all things in his life had happened. The other eleven and Jacob would remain in prison of their guilty conscience for the last twenty years or more. It was the time for YHWH to release them from prison into his light that they may participate in his Covenant work as Covenant bearers. The moving element of his work is that the great movement took place in the time of famine. Look 42:1-5 how the plot for the work of YHWH was prepared. The famine was severe. Jacob sent his sons except Benjamin to Egypt to buy grain for survival of the family. What was famine? It was the result of the curse (3:17) and YHWH put himself to work there in curse. The people for whom he worked were not much different from the famine stricken land. Yet in them was he began his work. He involved himself in the vicious cycle of their sin and its consequences. When did YHWH begin his work? He waited until Jacob grudgingly sent his sons to Egypt to buy grain from there. We are amazed with his perseverance. Talking about famine, didn’t Jesus our Lord began his public ministry in the wilderness in the worst of time? He did. If so, shouldn’t we by faith see the glory of our God in our times and worship him as well? We will learn from Joseph how.

*  Joseph met his brothers (42:1-45:28)


Joseph remembered his dreams about them (42:1-9a). Now Joseph was the governor of the land when the brothers came to Egypt to buy grain. So they bowed down to him with their faces to the ground when they arrived. 42:7 says, “As soon as Joseph saw his brothers, he recognized them…” Obviously Joseph never forgot about them. It is, therefore, not surprising that he spoke harshly to them. But 42:9 tells us that Joseph remembered his dream about them when he saw them. It was not the bitterness he remembered. It was not them he remembered either. He remembered the dreams about them that were God’s revelation to him. This means Joseph was thinking of what is true, what is noble, what is right, what is pure, what is lovely, and what is admirable (Philip 4:8). What you harbor in your heart and mind shapes your life and comes out of your mouth and bears fruit of it in your life and in the lives of your children and in others. As we read in 42:9 Joseph did not intoxicate himself with religious hallucination. He never forgot what they did to him. But he kept that memory in the vessel of God’s truth about them. He met them obviously in his memory over and over again for the last twenty years, however, before YHWH, his God, because of the grace of YHWH being with him. The importance of Joseph’s example is that this is the only way that he could be included in the Covenant. So somewhere in the Bible is the teaching that we may believe what we teach that we may not be exempt after we teach others. Jesus our Lord taught the same thing in the Sermon on the Mount. “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven…Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled…Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God… (Matt 5:3-10).”


Joseph wept (42:9b-24a). We are confused with Joseph’s attitude in the next passage. He accused his brothers falsely that they were spies. He even put them in prison. The common understanding is the rationalization that Joseph used that method because it was inevitable to make them repent. We met a similar question in the story of Jacob’s deception of Isaac in Genesis chapter 27. The argument cannot be resolved. Everyone should resolve the question by himself or herself. However it is clear that the face of your God will be according to what you believe. You will have a ministry according to the interpretation.


Since the Bible doesn’t answer that question, we should learn what it teaches. The Bible teaches us that Joseph wept at this time. When they were accused falsely, and were put in prison for three days, and then pressed by Joseph to prove their innocence, they said one another in 42:21,22. “Surely we are being punished because of our brother. We saw how distressed he was when he pleaded with us for his life, but we would not listen; that’s why this distress has come upon us.” Reuben replied, “Didn’t I tell you not to sin against the boy? But you wouldn’t listen! Now we must give an accounting for his blood.” At hearing them, Joseph turned away from them and began to weep, but then turned back and spoke to them again. He had Simeon taken from them and bound before their eyes. Why did he weep? He wept because they never returned to YHWH their God. He wept because they were left in desolate. They would be restored only by the sacrifice of their God (Lk 13:34-35). Let’s not make Joseph a hero. He suffered. Joseph suffered for doing good. He could have rebuked them at this time for their foolishness and for their stubborn refusal to believe. Then they would be changed. Or he could laugh at them. But he did not serve himself. He was a servant. The importance of this attitude of suffering for doing good is that he returned to the shepherd and Overseer (1 Pet 2:18-25). Joseph did not fail himself when he was assigned to meet the burdensome brothers, the never changing, ever wicked brothers. Joseph surrendered to YHWH with tears. 


Joseph overcame evil with good (42:24b-38). What did Joseph do after he cam back from weeping? He took Simeon as a hostage. He had Simeon taken from them and bound him before their eyes. Then Joseph gave orders to fill their bags with grain, to put each man’s silver back in his sack, and to give them provisions for their journey. But why was he harsh on them to bind Simeon before them? We may find the answer in the next passage. What was the impact of putting their silver back in each one’s sack? 42:28 says, “Their hearts sank and they turned to each other trembling and said, ‘What is this that God has done to us?’” 42:35 says they were frightened. Was Joseph playing a psychological game with them? In light of Romans 12:20 we may understand that Joseph overcame evil with good. He wouldn’t take money from his own brothers. He lived at peace with them. Then, why did his good intention make them frightened? He left room for God’s wrath, for it is God’s part to avenge. They had a problem with God. But he had no problem with them. He loved his brothers in God.


Joseph denied himself (43:1-34). Jacob refused to send Benjamin to Egypt. He did not listen to Reuben’s swear by the lives of his two sons. But when they had eaten all the grain he had no choice. He agreed to send Benjamin to Egypt with other brothers. How did Joseph treat them when he saw Benjamin? He invited them to his house. 43:30 says, “Deeply moved at the sight of his brother, Joseph hurried out and looked for a place to weep. He went into his private room and wept there.” But he was not carried away with his emotion. After he had washed his face, he came out and, controlling himself, and served them by himself. He gave Benjamin five times as much as anyone else’s portion.  Joseph denied himself to follow and serve YHWH (Mk 8:34). If he didn’t he could only have met his brothers, at the cost of being unable to follow YHWH.


Joseph sought God’s will (44:1-45:28). Then follows the famous story of Joseph framing Benjamin to be arrested as a thief of a silver cup (44:1‑17), and Judah’s plea on behalf of his youngest brother for the sake of his father Jacob. When Judah pleaded by offering his own life to be a slave in the land, 45:1 says, Joseph could no longer control himself before all his attendants, and he cried out, ‘Have everyone leave my presence!’ Then he made himself known to his brothers. Why was Joseph so deeply emotional at this time? He said in 45:4b-7, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, he said, “I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! And now do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. For two years now there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will not be plowing and reaping. But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance.” Joseph’s emotion was because he now understood God’s will. This explains to us why Joseph treated them harshly because he remembered his dreams about them: Joseph sought God’s will. It was painful and toilsome. But without God’s will for the Covenant the reconciliation with brothers or reunion with Benjamin or with his father couldn’t come up to such an overwhelming experience. May God raise up men who seek God and his will.   

*  Jacob goes to Egypt (45:16-47:26)


Pharaoh heard the news of Joseph meeting his brothers after 22 years he invited Joseph’s remaining family in the land of Canaan to Egypt. Of course, Jacob was excited. He said, “I’m convinced! My son Joseph is still alive. I will go and see him before I die” (45:28). We learn in the following stories that the record of the happy reunion of Jacob and Joseph was indeed God’s word for us.


I will go down to Egypt with you, and I will surely bring you back again (46:1-4). In 46:1 we read that Jacob is called as “Israel.” We also find in verse 1b that YHWH is described as the God of Isaac. The author emphasizes the movement of Jacob going to Egypt as the movement of the Covenant work. When Israel said good-bye to YHWH by offering sacrifices God appear to him as the Almighty Creator. He spoke to Israel in a vision at night and said, “I am God, the God of your father. Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for I will make you into a great nation there. I will go down to Egypt with you, and I will surely bring you back again. And Joseph’s own hand will close your eyes.” We learn two things here. The LORD Almighty went down to Egypt with Israel. This means he was with them all the years of their staying in Egypt. He was with them in their experience of thick and thin. For some reason God was always very personal to Jacob. 45:26-27 tell us that the members of Jacob’s family were seventy in all. It includes Joseph’s two sons. We see that the author views the drama of Joseph’s experience, the immigration of Jacob’s family, as the movement of God the Creator, the LORD who appeared to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. His perspective is quite different from ours. May we learn his historical insight that we, too, may worship his God. 


Then you will…settle… in Goshen… (46:28-47:31) As always, but particularly here, we learn another peculiar way of Joseph welcoming his father and brothers. We notice that Joseph made them to live separately from Egyptians in Goshen doing their profession of shepherding and herding flocks. He did not provide for his people a comfortable place or luxury or privilege. He made the to live separately and work with their hand. In the story of Jacob’s meeting with Pharaoh in 47:7-12 we learn another peculiar thing, that, Jacob blessed Pharaoh. He said to Pharaoh, “The years of my pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty. My years have been few and difficult, and they do not equal the years of the pilgrimage of my fathers.” In Joseph’s attitude and in Jacob’s words we see that they took the immigration to Egypt as a part of the pilgrimage. In 47:13-26 is the story of how thorough Joseph was in his service of Pharaoh. He made all the land and all people in Egypt Pharaoh’s. He was not like the Bush family or the Kennedy’s. President Bush made his son another President. He became more successful than Joseph Kennedy. But Abraham, Isaac and now here Jacob and Joseph all made their family pilgrims. In 47:27-31 Jacob requests Joseph to bury him in the promised land, not in Egypt after living in the land successfully for 17 years. They were not bound to the land of Egypt. They lived toward the city of God by living in Goshen living as shepherds, the detestable practice to the Egyptians. We should do the same thing if we want be found in the everlasting Covenant of God, the Eternal.

*  Jacob blesses Manasseh and Ephraim (48:1-22)


Just before his death, Israel blesses Joseph’s two sons. There is an episode, which seems somewhat funny to our minds, that is, Jacob insisted on blessing Ephraim as the older and Manasseh as the younger. But we learn here the preview of the inclusion of all Gentiles in the covenant for Joseph married an Egyptian woman. We also learn in chapter 48 that Joseph disappears and his two sons took his place. Later Levi would be appointed to be a priestly family and so would be exempt from the heritage. That is how the Twelve tribes of Israel were established. We learn the riches of the blessing of being included in the Covenant in Jacob’s words of blessing in 48:15-16. “May the God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, the God who has been my shepherd all my life to this day, the Angel who has delivered me from all harm ----– may he bless these boys. May they be called by my name and the names of my fathers Abraham and Isaac, and may they increase greatly upon the earth.”

*  Jacob’s last days and Josephs’ death (49:1-50:26)


Jacob’s last days can be summarized in two ways. First, he blessed his twelve sons. As we read his blessing we see that he was truthful. As we read his blessing on Judah, we see that he had the hope for the coming King. Surprisingly he did not give that blessing to Joseph his favorite son. Second, he was buried in the promised land. In his blessing of the twelve sons and in his death he testified to YHWH, the everlasting God, One and Only.


We see the same thing in the record of Joseph’s last days. He said to his brothers after the death of their father, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God?…So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children. And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them.” What did Joseph say when he was near death? He testified that God would surely come to their aid. “God will surely come to your aid and take you up out of this land to the land he promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob… You must carry my bones up from this place.”

