THE SHEM-TERAH-ABRAHAM ACCOUNT (Part I)

Genesis 11:10-17:27

Key verse: 12:2

1. Compare the account of Shem in 11:10-26 with the account of Adam in 5:1-32. What is the different emphasis in each account? 11:27-25:18 is Terah’s account. Compare the three accounts and see how and to what focus the author is narrowing down his narratives. What is the brief story of Terah (11:27-32)? Who is the main figure of the consecutive Shem-Terah account?

2. What did the LORD intend to do with Abram according to 12:1-3? What did the LORD command Abram? Why was it that the LORD wanted Abram to leave? What did the LORD promise? What does the “great nation” imply? How is the first half of 12:2 explained in the second half of the same verse? How is the meaning of 12:2a explained in 12:3? What did it mean for others to “bless” Abram who had been warranted of the LORD’s blessing? What is the meaning of the word “curse” here? What did it mean for others to “curse” Abram?

3. How did Abram leave (12:4-5)? What happened when he arrived in the land of Canaan (12:6-7)? What was the significance of the LORD’s promise in 12:7? What was Abram’s response? Trace Abram’s journey in 12:8-9. What could have been his impression of the “promised land” in view of the description of it in 12:6,8,10? What does it mean that Abram “called on the name of the LORD”? Why did Abram go down to Egypt? What happened in Egypt (ref. 12:3)? 

4. To where did Abram return from Egypt by way of the Negev desert (13:1-4)? What did it mean that he “called on the name of the LORD” there? What happened to Abram and Lot while they lived in the “promised land”? How did Abram resolve the conflict with Lot? What did the LORD teach at that time? How did Abram respond (13:18)? 

5. What was the political development of the region at that time (14:1-11)? What impact did the regional power struggle have on Lot? How was Abram involved in Lot’s trouble (14:13-16)? Who came to Abram when he returned from defeating Kedorlaomer and his allies? How did Abram deal with each king’s welcome of him with fairness and justice (14:17-24)? 

6. What did the LORD say to Abram after the rescue of Lot (15:1)?  What was Abram’s response (15:2-3)? What did the LORD teach Abram (15:4-5)? What is significant about Abram’s faith described in 15:6? What else did the LORD say to Abram at this time (15:7-20)?

7. Why did Sarai suggest that Abram sleep with Hagar, her maidservant (16:1-2) How many years had they waited for children (12:4; 16:3,16)? What happened to his family? How did the LORD help the situation (16:3-15)?

8. How many years had passed since the birth of Ishmael (17:1)? What did the LORD confirm to Abram (17:1-8)? What was Abraham’s part of the covenant (17:9-14)? What did God say about Sarai (17:15,16)? Why did Abraham laugh (17:17,18)? What was God’s reasoning that Abraham could believe that the ninety years’ old Sarah would have a son (17:19-21)? Why would God bless Ishmael, who was not a covenant person (17:20)? What do you learn about the covenant from the fact that the author switches from “LORD” to “God” in 17:3?

9. When God left, what did Abraham do (17:23-27)? What is the significance of the act of circumcision? 

