THE ACCOUNT OF ADAM’S LINE





Genesis 5:1-11:9


Key verse: 9:9-11





“I now establish my covenant with you, and with your descendants after


you, and with every living creature that was with you…I establish my


covenant with you: Never again will all life be cut off by the waters of a


flood; never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth.”





	Last week Time magazine’s cover issue was about the end of what we call the universe. As I read the article our 4,000 years’ old religion and our concerns seemed too shallow compared to the scientific minds which encompass the beginning 150 billion years ago and the end in many trillion years. Their minds cover the virtually infinite universe while I am burdened with the worry if my father would develop Alzheimer’s disease. I was rebuked last week because I spend the precious offerings of the poor coworkers to eat with some of them, especially when I am hungry. I was ashamed of my irresponsible behavior, but had no way to undo what I had done. I can only repent that I may not repeat such childish conduct. The burden is about more than my own limitation. When a physicist quips that we are not at the center of the universe, I feel like he is a Galileo and I am one of the Medieval Catholic monks. I do not find any confidence in the anthropologic interpretation of Genesis. I had to ask if we still could study the story of Genesis believing that these speak to us the eternal truth. I had to answer if we still can study the teachings of Jesus with others, that we all may commit ourselves to him and to his name, not as a pastime, not as a choice religious illusion, but as the One and Only. I had to ask what we mean if we do. May the record of Adam’s account answer us.





*  The account of Adam to Noah (5:1-6:8)





	5:1-11:9 can be considered as the account of Adam’s line, with the accounts of Noah in 6:9 and Shem, Ham and Japheth in 10:1 as subdivisions. Then Genesis flows as God (1:1-2:3) created the heavens and the earth (2:4-4:26), and he chose Adam’s line (5:1-11:9) to begin the Covenant history in Shem’s line through Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (11:10-50:20) to eventually establish a Covenant nation (Exodus-Deuteronomy). We will go through the three accounts in this passage with the whole picture of the Covenant history in mind. As we view the account of Adam to Noah in 5:1-6:8 with that perspective we find a few interesting things. 





	First, Adam, in the likeness of God, and Seth, in Adam’s own image. Read 5:1b-3. “When God created man, he made him in the likeness of God. He created them male and female and blessed them. And when they were created, he called them ‘man.’ When Adam had lived 130 years, he had a son in his own likeness, in his own image; and he named him Seth.” Adam was made in the image of God. But Seth was born in Adam’s own image, just as the saying goes, “like father, like son.” There is room for dispute in this interpretation. But the emphasis in verse 3 that Adam had a son in his “own” likeness, in his “own” image suggests that we think this way. Seth was more like Adam than like God.


	What we are speaking of, however, is not pessimism. We see that God chose Adam the degenerated to begin his work through the descendants who, without choice, would be born in the likeness of Adam. We have no idea what Adam minus God’s image is or means. We still can be amazed that God again got involved with Adam and his race. God who made Adam got involved with Adam with the same grace and with the same truth. Grace and truth is the only explanation of how the totally different realities of 5:2 and 5:3 are connected as one truth. Perhaps Michelangelo had these verses in mind when he drew the picture of creation in which God extends his finger to Adam.





	Second, the many “other sons and daughters.” As we read Adam’s account we find that Adam and each of his descendants named in the genealogy had many “other sons and daughters.” The account is the record of the names of the elect, who were chosen by God’s will (Ro 9:11,16) for the goal that God’s mercy may come on all men (Ro 11:32). When God chose the elect he had them and the “others” in his mind. Let’s not entertain ourselves with the thought that God had no choice because Adam cornered God by his sin. That is sheer foolishness. Let’s be open to the infinite mercy of God who showed the mystery to us in this record. Only by the grace and truth which has come to us in Jesus Christ can we see ourselves and others and the world rightly.





	Third, the comment on each and every descendant that they “lived…and then died”. One of the many uncomfortable and boring things of the Bible is that it contains many genealogies. We wonder why the author didn’t simply make a list of the elect and say that that is how God continued his redemptive history. Why did he record each person’s name who hadn’t achieved much, if anything? All they did was live the given years of their life, have children and die. I have learned the question about the value of our life through my father. I asked my father to write his autobiography that I may have something to tell my children about him and about my ancestors. He has been resistant to that idea. He said he was not a President or something. I said to him that his life has been God given however he may consider it. Still he just wants to forget about the past. The grim view of life seems to be shared by many. They see their boring lives and think, “What the heck?”.





	As we read the names of the elect we recognize that they hadn’t done much and didn’t mean much, and were not different from the vast sea of the many “others”. They were simply just like “others”. If we multiply the many “others” with the numbers of the generations, with the time span covered by the account of Adam to Noah, which is about 1,000 years, we confront a question of what the value of God’s election is. The definition of the value in words and concepts is simply meaningless. That is a question that each one should answer personally. It is so true that we all live and die. Sometimes we think the celebrities and the rich and famous live a different life. However it is true that every man is equal as far as life and death. But we are not talking about pseudo-philosophy. We are talking about the value of the gospel for us. Whether we appreciate it or not God invited us into the grace and truth of the election. It happened when we heard the gospel of the forgiveness of our sins through Christ Jesus our Lord. What is the value of our election if we are no different from others? Considering the use of the word “God (elohyim)” in the account of Adam to Noah, we understand that the value of our election can be found only in God’s truth. May God shine into you.





	Fourth, Enoch and Lamech. Out of all, Enoch and Lamech have different records. What distinguishes Enoch? “When Enoch had lived 65 years, he became the father of Methuselah. And after he became the father of Methuselah, Enoch walked with God 300 years. Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him away,” (5:21-24). Perhaps he had God’s calling to be a prophet after he had his first son. Jude 14-15 says, “Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men: ‘See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones to judge everyone, and to convict all the ungodly of all the ungodly acts they have done in the ungodly way, and of all the harsh words ungodly sinners have spoken against him.’ These men are grumblers and faultfinders; they follow their own evil desires; they boast about themselves and flatter others for their own advantage.” Enoch was more than a pastor or a prophet in terms of seeing the calling as a career or a profession. In the execution of his office he “walked with God”. The interesting thing about the truth is that in verse 22 it is mentioned that he had other sons and daughters while he walked with God. Outwardly he lived no different from others. What does it mean that he “walked with God”? In Malachi 2:6 it is said, “True instruction was in his mouth and nothing false was found on his lips. He walked with me in peace and uprightness, and turned many from sin.” May we learn to walk with God. Perhaps Enoch suffered as he preached God’s coming judgment. “Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him away.” Hebrews 11:5 explain to us that this means Enoch did not experience death. Enoch walked with God in his lifetime, which is conditioned with life and death. May we learn to walk with God, rather than walk with life and fall in death. In light of Enoch’s example we can boldly say all the elect were also gathered into God.





 	What distinguishes Lamech? “When Lamech had lived 182 years, he had a son. He named him Noah and said, ‘He will comfort us in the labor and painful toil of our hands caused by the ground the LORD has cursed’ “ (5:28-29). When we compare his confession in 5:29 with 4:26b we can understand that the elect lived with and for the hope of God’s comfort. Lamech was a spokesperson of the shared hope. What is the comfort? Was he tired of working overtime and hoping for retirement? In the words “labor,” pain,” “curse,” and especially in his calling God the “LORD,” we see a different picture. We might say he understood his laborious life and toilsome experience to live as God’s elect. He knew that he was “in the pains of childbirth” (Ro 8:22) which God began when he came to us as the LORD.





*  Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD. The account became more detailed when Noah is mentioned. His three sons are all named as if all of them had special importance, and they do, as we find in the next passage. God’s work is accelerated and expanded. As the account reaches to Noah the lofty genealogy all a of sudden takes a steep downfall. 5:32-6:8). 





	What happened in the time of Noah that the account of the elect took a downturn? “When men began to increase in number on the earth and daughters were born to them, the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful, and they married any of them they chose. Then the LORD said, ‘My Spirit will not contend with man forever, for he is mortal; his days will be a hundred and twenty years.’”(6:1-3). There is the thought that God would not forever bear the consequences of man’s sin. What determined the marriage practice? There was nothing wrong about boys being attracted by beautiful girls. What mattered was that God was left out in all their conduct. They were in charge in their decisions to marry. Again we are talking about more than a moral issue. Man was content being mortal. He just wanted to get the best out of it. He ignored that his very mortal life was God’s gift and by God’s sustenance of each breath. He was not thankful though he enjoyed what he owned. By his ingratitude he refused to acknowledge God as God. The “sons of God” perhaps means the family of God’s elect, the “other sons and daughters.” The daughters of men might be Cain’s descendants. Regardless of the disputable matter, one thing is clear. By the time of Noah he was the only one who was an exception to the corruption of the world. The many descendants and the relatives of God’s elect were not different from Cain’s descendants.





	The products of the marriages where God was left out were the Nephilim, the heroes of old, men of renown. In spite of their greatness, actually in proportion to their greatness, the chasm between God and men became wider. We read the of the escalation in 6:5-7, “The LORD saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time. The LORD was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain. So the LORD said, ’I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth — men and animals, and creatures that move along the ground, and birds of the air — for I am grieved that I have made them.” We often hear the lament of how the world could become so corrupt. Once we let ourselves “to have in mind…the things of men… not the things of God” (Mark 8:33) the corruption is promised and the end is a big crash. Of course, we still live, however, as long as God bears. There is an end of God’s bearing, however. We should learn to fear God now.





	But we do not join the bandwagon of the doomsayers. Considering the pain and grievance of God we can understand that in his pain God’s favor on men rather is revealed more brightly. That we find in 6:8, which says, “But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD.” This verse is also the closing comment of the account of Adam to Noah, the account of the longsuffering of God and of his elect, which took a rapid downward spiral. The 120 years meant the remaining days before the judgment. The whole world would be shut down by then, but the favor of the LORD would burn brighter on the closed stage. We learn to pray that we may be found in God’s favor.





*  The account of Noah (6:9-9:29)





	In 6:8 we read that Noah found favor in the eyes of the gracious LORD. In 6:9 we read of Noah’s virtue. “Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with God.” In 6:22 and 7:5,9 we are amazed with Noah’s obedience, which says, “Noah did everything just as God commanded him,” or “Noah did all that the LORD commanded him.” There have been disputes about whether Noah’s virtue was the result of God’s favor or the blossom of the remainder of God’s image in man, though the majority of it is gone. We will avoid the arguments because we are not interested in the evaluation of such human qualities. One thing we all agree upon is that Noah didn’t save the world, however excellent his virtue was. The world is saved, and took a major step forward, by the favor of God.





	The record of the flood is fearful. In 6:13 God said to Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people…” He said in 6:17, “I am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, every creature that has the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will perish.” But in 6:18 we are assured that the judgment was a part of God’s favor toward mankind. God said to Noah, “But I will establish my covenant with you…” 





	It is recorded that Noah built a huge float, 450 feet long, 74 feet wide and 45 feet high. We don’t know if he worked by himself or got help from his three sons and their wives, but somehow he made it. Hebrews 11:7 says that Noah “when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family.” We learn the mystery of faith. We often are confused with the hardworking ethics and the hard work by faith. I had an idea that when we wait enough there will come a time when a man is truly inspired by faith to work hard and have many sheep. So I did not like the boot camp style discipline. Now I understand that that is just a theory, absolutely groundless, and even godless. There is disregard of God in that rationalization of laziness. But we can skip this argument, too. Noah and his family, who were the beneficiaries of God’s favor on Noah, were all saved, even the animals. How is it that all the animals joined Noah? 7:6-9 says they all “came to Noah and entered the ark, as God had commanded Noah.” Let’s stop the godless argument whether we should work or wait. May God convict your heart that you may join him in his work.





	 When did the flood come? 7:6 says, “Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwaters came on the earth.” How did it come? 7:11-12 say, “In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on the seventeenth day of the second month — on that day all the springs of the great deep burst forth, and the floodgates of the heavens were opened. And rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights.” It was something like the water above heaven was emptied onto the earth (1:6). How severe was the flood? The water covered the mountains to a depth of more than twenty feet. “Every living thing that moved on the earth perished — birds, livestock, wild animals, all the creatures that swarm over the earth, and all mankind. Everything on dry land that had the breath of life in its nostrils died. Every living thing on the face of the earth was wiped out; men and animals and the creatures that move along the ground and the birds of the air were wiped from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those with him in the ark,” (7:21-23). 7:24 says, “The water flooded the earth for a hundred and fifty days.”





	But the account of Noah was not the account of the flood. The account was of the account of God’s remembrance of his grace and mercy on man as we have discovered all along. What did the LORD do for Noah on the day of his judgment? 7:13-16 say, “On that very day Noah and his sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth, together with his wife and the wives of his three sons, entered the ark….Pairs of all creatures…came to Noah and entered the ark…Then the LORD shut him in.” What does 8:1 say? When the whole earth was underwater for 150 days, and nothing was left to survive, “But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and the livestock that were with him in the ark, and he sent a wind over the earth, and the waters receded.” In the side-by-side statements of 7:24 and 8:1 we should learn that there is no mix up of God’s compassion and God’s judgment. We should learn to trust God in fear. That seems to be the secret of Noah, who in the midst of God’s judgment found favor in God’s eyes.





	8:14 says, “By the twenty-seventh day of the second month [that is, of the six hundred and first year of Noah’s life] the earth was completely dry.” Then God said to Noah, “Come out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and their wives. Bring out every kind of living creature that is with you — the birds, the animals, and all the creatures that move along the ground — so they can multiply on the earth and be fruitful and increase in number upon it” (8:15-17). We learn here, and again in 9:1-17, the parallelism to the command in 1:28. God never stops his work of creation. When men sinned he judged the sin and continued his work of creation. Our God is marching on. 





	How did God open the new beginning? He opened it with the promise that he would “never again curse the ground because of man, even though every inclination of his heart is evil from childhood.” He said in 8:21b-22, “And never again will I destroy all living creatures, as I have done. As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night will never cease.” He opened it with blessing, as we read the blessing in 9:1-7. He opened the new beginning with the sign of the covenant, the sign of the beautiful rainbow (9:12-17). 





	In 9:18-28 we read an unpleasant story of Noah’s drunkenness and the mockery by Ham of his father. We are disappointed with the sign of the corruption of mankind for that still stuck to the core of the few remnants. We wonder what the future would be.





*  The account of Shem, Ham and Japheth (10:1-11:9)





	But in the account of Shem, Ham and Japheth in 10:1-32 we learn that God blessed them to multiply and spread out over the earth, to fill the earth. Why didn’t they live together? The story in 11:1-9 explains to us the spreading of the nations over the earth. In those days, the whole world had one language and a common speech. We can imagine the benefit since we experience the difficulty in communication even between people who speak the same language. Men could so much since they communicated. But as always men used the God given benefit for their own ambition. They said to each other, “Come let’s make bricks and bake them thoroughly.’ They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar.” Obviously men used their God given creativity to be efficient. But then came a twist. They said to each other, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth.” I don’t know why they wanted to flock together. I don’t know why they thought they could take care of their fate when they became famous. But I know we inherited their stupid idea. 





	11:5-9 says that the LORD stopped their attempt by confusing their language. Again let’s not argue whether it is good to flock together. Instead let’s learn that it was God’s will to scatter them over the face of the whole earth. The desire to be together with friends was shared by the early Christians as well. St. Peter our great teacher encouraged them and us who share the same sentiment in 1 Peter to rather abide in the living hope, the salvation of our souls. He teaches in 2 Peter 1:19, “And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.” He is talking about the glory and the power and the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. That hope must have been there when God scattered all men.





	We notice the frequent switch of the use of the word “God” and “the LORD” in 6:9-22 (God), in 7:1-5 (the LORD), in 7:6-9:16 (God), in 7:16b (the LORD), back to “God” in 8:1-17, to “the LORD” in 8:21, “God” in 9:1-17, and in 9:18-11:10 (the LORD). May God be God to you. May the LORD be your God to you. 


