THE ACCOUNT OF THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH

Genesis 2:4-4:26

Key verse: 3:15

“And I will put enmity between you and the woman,

and between your offspring and hers;

he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”


The content in 2:4-4:26 is about Adam and his descendants, though it is named in 2:4a as “the account of the heavens and the earth.” So some people thought that 2:4a belongs to the previous paragraph. They soon found that to be the wrong idea when comparing 25:12,19, 36:1 and 37:2 with the corresponding previous verses. This section is about what happened in the heavens and the earth after they had been created, and what God did with Adam and his descendants who caused the development of the downfall of the creation. 


We find that the book of Genesis is divided by the stories bundled up in ten accounts, which tells us what God did with the elect among Adam’s descendants. The culmination of God’s efforts with the elect is not found in the Old Testament, until we read Matthew 1:1 in the New Testament. In Matthew 1:1 we find the use of the same word “account” in the genealogy of Jesus Christ. What we are going to study today is the opening account of the long, patient work of God to make his creation indeed good as was declared in 1:31. The focal point of God’s effort is to complete his work of creation of man “in his image” as is testified in Romans 8:19.


We have tried long enough to utilize God’s truth for our lives. May this study open us up to the hope of God to bring new heavens and new earth and the adoption of us as sons, the redemption of our bodies (Ro 8:23). May we learn to abide in the hope of God, being born again in the likeness of the man from heaven (1Co 15:49). As we thought about it last week this is not a farfetched dream. We are not talking about becoming a Hollywood style perfect looking person. We are talking about becoming like the widow who offered two coins, or becoming like the robber on the cross, or the great apostles who, however, became nobodies in this world and disappeared without notice. May God become your heritage, your great reward through this study.

*  The LORD God


We notice the change of God (elohiym) to the LORD God (YHWH elohiym) at the opening of this section in 2:4b. What is the difference that the name the “LORD God” expresses from “God” in chapter 1? The designation of God with the title “elohiym” implies the supreme Being, who is the Spirit, therefore, different from all his creation, who is apart from all things, who is described in recent times as the Other. On the other hand the LORD God implies the One who has a so-called “human face.” By designating God’s name as the LORD God the author tells us that the supreme God who is holy involved himself with the matter of his creation. As we thought about it last week the designation was not an invention of the author. God’s involvement and his hope are made known to Israel when he appeared to them as YHWH in time of Exodus. By adding God to YHWH the author tells his readers the unfathomable grace of God the Creator over his creation as well as his zeal to complete his creation to the point of being consumed by it. If someone questions how God can ever be exhausted he doesn’t understand. His god is at best a concept. The greatness of our God is that he is the Creator yet was consumed by his own initiation, died but rose again, namely Almighty. He can’t be boxed in a definition, or in the human concept of holiness or divinity. He is God Man-Man God, and this amazing truth is declared in the transition of the designation of his name. Again we owe this insight to our Lord Jesus Christ who alone revealed this all surpassing truth in his death and in his resurrection. Are we talking about the definition of the word “God”? We are talking about the foundation of our life. If we live, we live because of him and by him. If we despair in the course of our life we are still on his foundation. Thank God for his grace of revealing himself as the LORD. Praise the LORD who indeed is God Almighty.

*  Adam, a living being


When we read 2:4b-7 we should bypass 2:5-6 because these verses are about the creation of man, a living being. How did the LORD God fashion the man (adam)? “The LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.” (2:7). The words “living being” are the same as the words “living creatures” in Hebrew, as found in 1:24. So people think that man is not different from animals in his nature. That is a biological understanding, and that is the denial of God. Some insist on that because man is formed from the dust of the ground just as the beasts are (2:19). What these people ignore is that man is different from other creations because of the “breath of life”, which is Christ as Paul testifies in 1 Corinthians 15:46. We shouldn’t be deceived by those who want to justify their desire to live like beasts by modifying God’s truth regarding man. But we should remember that the despising of the human body did not originate from the Bible. If we live today we live the life in this body being fed with “the firstfruits of the Spirit” for the hope of “the redemption of our bodies” (Ro 8:22,23). By his grace our body became God’s temple (2Co 6:16), where we worship God in Spirit and truth by holding on to the truth of the forgiveness of sins. Everyday we are insulted from inside and outside and are forced to give in to the temptation to become another animal, and often we do. But the blood of Jesus Christ by which we are given the newness of this life stands on the hill forever until we will all join him in glory and in shouts of joy. Only be strong and courageous. It is true that I am not a dog. For the same reason the Bible forbids calling others animals or dogs. We should learn to respect.


Some people have a problem with the content in 2:5-6 because it seems to contradict the creation order in chapter 1. Though there is no definite answer we can skip the question because from chapter 2 everything is written with man in mind. Actually the words “shrub” or “plant” indicate more crops than trees or vegetation in general. There is no answer to the question of why all these are. The Bible doesn’t deal with the speculation. Instead we learn from these verses that the earth and its environs were made so that man can harvest fruit from it in obedience to God’s will given for him in 1:28. We should “work the (God given) ground” and be fruitful. What is the fruit? How can we be fruitful? We should be fruitful to God, most of all. We should bear the fruit which we can present to God as the result of our work, as Paul said  in 1Co 15:10, the fruit of the grace of God.

*  The Garden of Eden (2:8-15)

The word “Eden” is from the Sumerian “eden”, which means “plain”. It is not necessary that any specific plain be indicated with the word. We can also see in 2:8-14 that the emphasis is on the description of the pristine environs that had been prepared by the LORD God for Adam. All kinds of trees grew there “—trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil” (2:9). The place was well watered and there were plenty of good things such as gold, aromatic resin and onyx (2:12). Some question the mention of material things. Again the question comes not from the Bible. What we gather here is that the LORD God made the environs good for man. The place was beautiful and satisfying for man and the LORD God never despised human need. He rather provided them abundantly.  As we read 2:9 more carefully we can easily find that God became their life and their knowledge. Knowing God they were satisfied. How did they know God? They did in the appreciation of the environs knowing that it was God who made those things. They didn’t by their own evaluation.  In the appreciation of God who has come to us as the LORD God is the Garden of Eden as we say “where Jesus is ‘tis heaven there.”


2:15 says, “The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.” What kind of work would be required to take care of the pristine environs? Everything was there and everything was perfectly good. We can’t think of the kind of work necessary to work it and to take care of it. But the confusion is because we have a certain idea of what “work” is. Most of us relate it to labor and production. This trend of thought became dominant since the Industrial Revolution. Though there has been rebellion, still the idea that much is better dominates our minds because of that trend. In fact, that trend was even in Isaiah’s time, and in the Corinthian church as well. In other words we use the so-called “worldly concept of work” in our Christian practice. We should pray that we may learn to work the God given environs and how to take care of God’s own work, the unimaginable privilege. We should learn what it is and how to participate in God’s work of “blessing” his creation and making them “holy” and bringing into it the “rest” of God (2:3). 

*  The Command (2:16,17)


Now, one of the most controversial teachings in the Bible: The LORD God commanded Adam when he put the man in the Garden of Eden, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.” Some complain about the command and some defend it. We will bypass both arguments. We will rather learn here.


This is the first covenant God has ever made with man. As we learned in the study of Exodus-Deuteronomy man becomes an existence before God by the covenant. Without it he is fed and raised like cattle. 


In his command the LORD God speaks the truth of man. He is fallible. He has the potential to die. This observation is important for us because there is an unspoken understanding that man was perfect at this time. God didn’t say so.


As we understand it as the first covenant we can see through the Bible that this covenant was the preparation for the purpose to create a Covenant people, namely, the kingdom of priests and a holy nation, in the time of Exodus, and the completion of the work by establishing the New Covenant. God didn’t gamble. He didn’t throw a burden to maintain the creation order on man. Rather he began to create the sons of God by giving the command. 


Again we are not talking about the value of the command. We are rather considering the relevance of the command and easily find that this command stands today for those who are invited into the environs which have been provided by God. Let’s read it together. “And the LORD God commanded the man, ‘You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.’”

*  I will make a helper suitable for him (2:18-24)


The LORD God said in 2:18, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.” We can quiet our suspicion that God might have been absent minded when he created Adam if we consider 2:18 as the detailed description of 1:26-27.  Again we are rather amazed at the miracle that man is as well as that woman is. We are marvel that the difference of male and female have to do with the purpose of mutual help. In 2:24 we find an even deeper mystery revealed in the creation of man and woman. The mystery that a man and a woman become one is the visual testimony of the mystery of the union of man with God. I do not know if we can say God needs a helper. But we can say man is made to be a coworker to God. When he lives he lives as a coworker to God, as covenant partners, wow! And when the time comes he is united with God. In the marriage he and his wife learn the profound mystery while they grow together. In their struggles and in their union they learn what it is and how to be united with God. Now marriage viewed from the mystery of union with God, we can extend the thought and understand that our entire existential quest is a learning process to be ultimately united with God. We are encouraged to seek God in all walks of our life, again, not because we discover the secret here but because we have heard our union with God in the grace of our Lord Jesus by his precious blood.


2:19-20a goes, “Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air. He brought them to them man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field.” Adam never said any one of the animals was a suitable helper for him, as many animal lovers today say their animals are better than a man. No. Adam named them instead. He did not depend on them. He ruled over them.. I have seen on T.V. the animal care centers where dogs sleep on a bed watching movies. I have heard the stories of giving inheritances to dogs and cats. In New York you see that walking with two small dogs, because it’s too expensive to keep big dogs, is a fashionable thing now. We are talking about loneliness and it is understandable. But if we give our love to dogs and cats because we are tired of people, that’s something to pray about considering the matter carefully.


Another mystery of how the LORD made a woman a suitable helper for Adam is beautifully described in 2:21-22, “So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and closed up the place with flesh. Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man.” Again we are not here to entertain our thoughts with an anthropological concept. We are too pressed to do that kind of lazy practice. No. We hear that a woman is made by the LORD. We hear that man and woman are the same and different, that is, by God’s design. I have learned that my view of woman has been shaped by the influence of the many inputs through particularly the media. I have seen that the feminist movement is not necessarily based on the truth of God. Though we are Christians by the grace of God we manage our lives with anything but a Biblical understanding of man and woman.  Almost all the tragedy in a family comes from the ill-gotten understanding of man and woman. When we repent of the godlessness there will come much healing.


How did Adam accept the woman? The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.” We find this confession lovely and beautiful more than any Valentine days’ phrases. It is because in God’s truth he welcomed his wife. In God is true love. When a man and a woman accept one another in God there is even more as we find in 2:24. The mystery of God becoming the LORD God for man is revealed to the two of them. Of course, they would argue sometimes. But they will grow in the knowledge of God.  In 2:25 is yet another mystery given to the union in God. It says, “The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.” Of course, the Bible doesn’t say they were nudists. The Bible says there was no shame. Probably almost everybody would feel awkward if they are asked to live naked.  We do not understand why the two were free from shame being naked. But we do understand the profound truth stated here that they had no shame.


The problem of shame is a serious matter. Almost all the human endeavor has to do with the problem of shame, in a sense. Many parents put pressure on their children because of their memory of shame in their own past. For the same reason the reaction to the sense of shame is explosive today. Today “shamelessness” is often misunderstood as being free from shame. Those who promote shamelessness insist that Judeo-Christianity uses the sense of guilt to manipulate people. So Madonna can make money by doing all kinds of gestures on stage, and recently so does Ricky Nelson among the many entertainers. So much savagery sweeps the world that we should be concerned. We should learn that man can be free from shame, that is, in Christ Jesus. When a man is free from shame he has no regret. He rejoices instead. He understands that the beautiful statement in Genesis 1:31 is true.  What is your understanding of the statement of 2:25? We should all answer.

*  The Fall of man (3:1-7)


Without warning the scene changes in chapter 3. Adam and his wife violate the command in 2:17. Read 3:1-6. Why did they violate the command? This is the question which cannot be answered, for the Bible doesn’t explain it. There have been numerous attempts, but we are talking about God’s territory. Apostle Peter warned us to leave it there. What we should not fail to see, however, is that the Bible speaks of the tragedy plainly. As we thought about it in 2:4a the author views the story as a part of the “account of the heavens and the earth.”


What we can say is that this happened in the very garden which is planted by God. We can also say that this happened through a serpent which was made by the LORD God. In summary we can say God was not removed from the scene when this happened. The serpent used the doubt tactic and the woman cooperated with it because of her own desire. The man listened to his wife forgetting God. We see that temptation was a strange thing. But in 1 Peter 4:12 we learn that it is not a strange thing. As we learn from the Apostle, God had a surpassing love for Adam and his wife when the shame was going on in the very garden of God between his creations. Again we do not know why. But we know what happened. As we can learn from Apostle Peter the question of why the temptation was and why Adam and his wife were allowed to fall were all answered when Christ Jesus gave us new birth by his resurrection from the dead (1Pe 1:3).  In time of temptation, which is an everyday experience, therefore, we should remember the grace of God through Jesus Christ. We shouldn’t fall into the stupidity such as demonology or psychoanalysis. Though Billy Graham said he believed in the existence of angels we do not know what it means to say there is an angel or Satan. We should say what we know instead. We know the LORD Jesus Christ who came, was crucified and rose from the dead! Amen. We should not move away from this foundation. Outside of it is the unknown. If we struggle not to doubt because we see that the temptation came as doubt we only get into it deeper. Standing on this foundation, being guarded with God’s help that comes through Jesus Christ the everlasting Lord and Savior we can overcome the temptations that comes through doubts.


3:7-8 describes what happened to them as a consequence of violating the covenant of God in 2:17. “Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden.” We do not know why they were ashamed of their nakedness just as we couldn’t understand why they weren’t. But we notice the description in verse 7a that their eyes were opened. What kind of sight this means we don’t know. They for some reason became ashamed of themselves. Then they tried to cover up their shame with fig leaf underwear. Another thing is that they hid from the LORD. They became a burden to themselves and now meeting the LORD God became a fearful thing. Something was broken.


In 3:9-19 is the record of how the LORD God helped Adam and his wife. The first thing the LORD God did was calling the man. He said to the man, “Where are you?” God meant inviting the man to come to him. When the man and his wife made excuses not to appear the LORD God judged them along with the serpent.  He judged the serpent with a curse. Secondly he said to the woman that she would bear children with pain and her desire would be for her husband.  To the man God said that he would get food for himself and for his household through painful toil. What is your understanding of the judgments of the LORD God on each participants of the violation? 


I want to avoid the arguments whether we should kill all the serpents or a woman’s desire for her husband is a cursed desire. I want to avoid the argument that God did some kind of vengeance and made our lives a slave camp. I would like to concentrate on 3:15 and see what the passage says. When God cursed the serpent he had in mind 3:15, which says, “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” St. Paul summarized this as “…just as…death came to all men…through one trespass… through the obedience of the one man…” came life in Romans chapter 5. So next time when you see a snake you should remember Genesis 3:15.  In the same way when a woman desires for her husband she should be reminded of God who designated her to be so and worship him. The more she misses her husband the more she can worship God. God doesn’t compete with the husband for the position, nor does he want to be a boyfriend of a married woman. She shouldn’t fall into hypocrisy. For the same reason a man can seek God in the labor for his food. The labor is God’s design. Again I want to avoid the argument about the idea of “full time shepherd.” But even a full time shepherd eats the food of his labor, which Paul said is deserving.


Such view is consistent to the content in 3:20-4:26. In 3:20 is Adam’s response. What do we learn from Adam’s response in 3:20? He saw hope of life in hearing God’s judgment. In 3:21-24 we read that “the LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them,” the preview of the sacrifice of the Son of God on the cross. God did not take away the Garden either. The day would come when Adam’s descendants would receive life from the tree of life, that is Jesus Christ, and dwell in God forever.


In chapter 4 we read the painful story of Cain’s murder of Abel. We will pick some of the stories to close our study. 4:1 says, “Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She said, ‘With the help of the LORD I have brought forth a man.” Later she gave birth to his brother Abel.” God’s life giving work continued.


In the course of time Cain murdered Abel, but in Hebrews 11:4 we learn that God established Abel as a witness of the everlasting LORD. By God’s protection Cain and his descendants would live. God never gave up his work. Nor was he mending the mess. Rather in 4:25-26 we see that the LORD God was actually advancing his work. “Adam lay with his wife again, and she gave birth to a son and named him Seth, saying, ‘God has granted me another child in place of Abel, since Cain killed him.’ Seth also had a son, and he named him Enosh. At that time men began to call on the name of the LORD.” Not only God continued his help on Cain and his descendants he created men who call on the name of the LORD, the beginning of the sons of God, by whose appearance the new heavens and the new earth would come.
