IN THE BEGINNING
Genesis 1:1-2:3

Key verse: 1:1

1. 1:1. What are the two claims with which the book of Genesis opens? 

2. Find the verbs which are used in chapters 1 and 2 to describe how God shaped the world. The three main verbs: “created”,“said”, and “made”. Other verbs: “separated”,  “set”, “planted”, “formed” etc. What do these verbs tell us? 

3. Two accounts of creation appear in 1:1-2:3 and 2:4-25. What is the difference of the two accounts? How are the two accounts related to each other? The Creator is addressed by two different names in chapters 1 and 2: God and the LORD God. What is the difference of the two names? 

4. Describe the systematic process which is repeated in the creation of each part of the world in 1:1-2:3. 

5. What did God create in days one through four? In days five and six? How are the two phases related? 

6. In what special way did God make man? (1:27) What is the unique responsibility assigned to man? (1:28-30) How can man “rule over” the creation in the way God rules all things? (ref. Ro 8:19) 

7. What did God say when he saw all that he had made? (1:31; 2:1)

8. What did God do on the seventh day? (2:2) What does it mean that God “rested”? (2:3)

