


IN THE BEGINNING





Genesis 1:1-2:3


Key verse: 1:1





“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”





Introduction:





	Let’s begin with the assessment of where we are in the understanding of the book of Genesis. Except the few who have studied it in depth, for many of us the book of Genesis is remembered as the story of what God did with Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, of which Abraham is the key figure. I am one of them, and happily so. I am grateful that my life has been shaped by the book since I was invited to Genesis in my twenties. I pray with all sincerity that many may have a chance to study the book of Genesis.





	But it is a plain fact that all began by the conviction which came to us through the gospel of Jesus Christ. His story convicted us of God and we learned through Genesis who that God is and what he means to us, all of us who have become friends in the gospel of Jesus Christ and members of this community. That is how we have traveled together the last twenty years odyssey simply by studying the Bible together. During the last ten years, when we experienced a bit rougher ride, we began to question whom the God whom we believe is. That was a natural development. After the study of the Minor Prophets last year we could see that God has his own agenda, namely God’s hope, more than just making us happy or wrestling with us. We discovered that the prophets rejoiced at seeing the hope when their own lives went down the drain. We found that they knew the Covenant, which God had established on Mount Sinai, was real and was coming to life. So we studied the Pentateuch to know what the Covenant was all about and what it was. We learned through the study of the Pentateuch from Exodus to Deuteronomy that the Covenant is indeed live and real. We woke up to the fear of God. That is where we are, and now we are ready to study the book of Genesis. I pray with hope that we may wake up to God who began the wonderful stories of the Covenant. In other words we want to study the book of Genesis to know God, and to be found in him, the God who has led us through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 





	The gospel of Jesus Christ being the starting point, our approach to the book of Genesis is different from the approach of the so-called  “atheists” or of the “creationists.” Our approach is also different from that of the many great minds, such as Albert Einstein or Steven Hawking. Their argument and research all start from themselves, while we owe to the conviction that comes from the gospel of Jesus Christ. We shouldn’t forget that we are like blind men who are led by others. We will keep on learning what we are taught. There is no end in the learning. We are not going to make a systematic theology or a theory. That would be an attempt of a blind man leading another blind man. If we do we will end up becoming “only a resounding gong or a clanging  cymbal” (1Co 13:1). In summary we hope we can worship him as the Magi did.





	Since the goal of our present study is to know the gospel truth it seems appropriate to go through the book by following the genealogies in Genesis. When we follow the genealogies we can view the whole Bible. Except for chapter 1, the book of Genesis begins with the account of the heavens and the earth in 2:4 and ends in the account of Jacob in 37:2. In chapter 1 is declared that it was God who created the heavens and the earth and raised the twelve patriarchs of Israel through Jacob. This God will create the Covenant people by giving the laws and decrees to the twelve tribes of Israel as we studied in the story of Exodus to Deuteronomy. This God will eventually send his Son Jesus Christ to complete the Covenant. In the book of Revelation we read that this God will bring the new heavens and new earth. Thus his work of creation will be complete. 





*  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth (1:1) 





	As we observed, chapter 1 is unique from the rest of the chapters. All the other chapters are about the accounts of the heavens and the earth and of people and how they came about. But in chapter 1 is the declaration that God existed before the heavens and the earth and that he made all these things. 1:1 opens with the words, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” Who is God? How could the author know about the beginning of time long before his birth? How can a creation “know” the Creator? We find the answer in 2:4 where God as addressed as the LORD God.  The word God in 1:1 is “elohyim” which means in Hebrew the Almighty, while the words “LORD God” is the translation of  “YHWH elohyim.” So we know that the God in 1:1 is the LORD, the God of Israel, who had made himself known to them as the One and Only, the Creator, who was before time began. Moses and his people saw and experienced the glory of the LORD their God in their deliverance from Egypt and in their wandering in the desert for forty years. They still didn’t understand even after forty years of education until the LORD their God said that he was their life, their Creator. If we view 1:1 with the Ten Commandments in mind we can understand that the author means God is different from his creation. Therefore, he cannot be replicated “in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below” (Ex 20:4).  He is different from any imaginary gods which man has been inventing (Ex 20:3). 





	If we view 1:1 with the New Testament in mind we can understand that the author means God is the beginning of all things and the end of all things. Nothing came into being by accident, and nothing can get lost in oblivion. Death has no claim over us either. From God we are and to God we live. If we live we live to God and if we die we die to God. Again this knowledge is not from us. We have seen this truth in Jesus Christ who died and returned to life. Now we see the truth in Genesis 1:1.





	Regarding the words “in the beginning” we understand that God has no beginning and no end. He is eternal. What this means is that he is apart from all his creation. Our knowledge is limited, that is, we can only know the creation. Yet here we are given the assurance that now we know God, that is, again by the grace of Jesus Christ. He was different. He was a man yet risen from the dead. He was dead but alive. He was born to Mary yet was conceived by the Holy Spirit. Joseph was not the beginning of Jesus Christ. He had no beginning and he had no end. In Jesus Christ, therefore, we saw the One who is eternal, yet became the beginning of all things and end of all things. 1 Corinthians 15:28 says that when the end will come Christ Jesus will hand over everything to God “so that God may be all in all.” Because of him we who are finite know the eternal, we who are the created know the Creator, we whose lives are just a few years join the everlasting and live eternal life today (John 11:25).





	When God created he had a purpose to bring the perfect heavens and earth as is described in the book of Revelation in the New Testament. He did not roll the dice. Nor did he create these things because he was bored. What this means to us is that all things which happen in us and to us are for the glorious day of the completion of his creation. This doesn’t mean the justification of all the unfortunate things we dread. There is a more positive meaning. As mentioned above the prophets saw the love of God in their miserable experience. To our surprise they rejoiced when they prophesied the fall of their nation and of their people. Jesus Christ himself endured the cross and its shame and rejoiced in the hope. In summary those who saw the truth of Genesis 1:1 rejoiced always. Nothing could overcome them. Paul described the surpassing joy as being in “the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Ro 8:39).  Those who know Genesis 1:1 receive a different life and live a life of a totally different quality. We are talking about being united with God. We are not talking about another pattern of life. In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth and us.





	1:2 states, “Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.” We do not know what the chaotic condition means. But we do not need to go down to the depths or measure the emptiness to know what that is. Actually we can’t, though many have been attempting to do so. The Bible forbids it. We are talking about God’s territory. But we can learn in this verse the enigmatic truth that God is our life.  All we have been concerned about has been our own existence. Some even said God has meaning only if he means for us. May the study of Genesis help us that we may be encouraged to seek God over all these survival matters. We should remember that the earth existed without God’s intervention. It just existed as God created them to be. Only when God’s purpose was given the earth came to life. May God be the center of our lives.





*  How God created the heavens and the earth  


	


	We find the verbs which are used in chapters 1 and 2 to describe how God shaped the world: There are three main verbs: “created”, “said”, and “made”. Other verbs are: “separated”, “set”, “planted”, “formed” etc. What do these verbs tell us? No other individual in the Old Testament is said to “create.” We find this verb at the outset of 1:1 and in 1:27 when God made man. What this verb implies is that what was accomplished only God could do. The creation is a wonder. That we are is a wonder. In the marriage ceremony of Rebekah Kim and Joseph Kim in Los Angeles Dr. Samuel Lee said the marriage is a mystery of God. He meant that he saw the glory of God who made the marriage come to reality. He meant the praises of God the Creator. Of course, this doesn’t mean that we should indulge in the religious feeling or mood. The extreme case of seeking the religious experience is that of St. Francis of Assisi. So desired he that it is said he had acquired the mark of the crucifixion on his body.  Even to this day there are many who get drunk with the books of Thomas a Kempis. But when the robber on the cross sought God he was confessing that God is the Creator and Jesus Christ is the Son of God. He didn’t have a religious feeling. He rather cried out, the Bible says. I hope we, too, cry out that God created the heavens and the earth and us. Then we will know what we cried out. 





	Of we course I am born through my mother and my father. But here in Genesis 1:1 and 27 I know it is God who created me. This means I can find who I am or what I am for only in the truth of God. I am not what I think of or what others spoke of me. I am God’s. We should learn what it means that God made us. That is what we are assigned to do. 





	From 1:3 we find the repeated use of the word “said” by which God brought all things into lively existence. Once he spoke none of them was formless or empty or dark or buried in depth. They woke up and began to interact according to what was said. God is so powerful that his mere words make everything happen. Martin Luther said that the chicks hatch and get out of the eggshell chirping because God said that to happen. The Psalmist said that the sea never crosses the shore because God said it to be so. The sun rises and runs through its path and goes down to the west because God said so. This means not that the world is programmed but that God is their life. In the witness of life we need to learn that God’s word is at work. We only see the phenomenon of life and death. And so we laugh and cry. But we need to learn that through the word “all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made” (John 1:4). Then we will be illumined with light and even see God’s glory.





	Finally, several verses claim that God “made” portions of the world. This word is quite common in the Old Testament. Apparently the author wants the reader to know God was actively involved in the creation process. He actually touches the world in a personal way. Even the rocks are there because God put it there. The birds fly in the air and fish swim in the water because God made them to do so. There is a phrase “according to its (or their) kinds” are repeated in relation to God’s creation. Each creation reflects God’s personal glory. Probably that is why the deeper you study the science the deeper you believe in God. For the same reason you become a poet when you wake up to the truth that God “made” each of these. As we learn in the Psalms there comes a totally different world to a person who wake up to the truth that God “made” all these. He wakes up in the morning in great wonder and sleeps at night in praises of God. 	The other verbs such as “separated”,  “set”, “planted”, “formed” etc. bring to us a more vivid picture of how God made all these things.





* The systematic process





Genesis 1:1-2:3 describes creation as a systematic process. God speaks into existence or make a thing. Then he names the new part of creation. After that he pronounces it “good.” Finally the story reports “there was evening, and there was morning” and numbers the day. We may say there is a system or an order in God’s creation. No doubt about the observation. But we can say the same thing today, however, in a bit different way than the past. This idea was used in the past to justify human systems. We should learn that the system and order means God’s love. In the past we only saw but a poor reflection  in this truth. We should hope to see the full picture “even as we are fully known” (1 Co 13:12). There is nothing useless in God’s creation. Nothing is by mistake, and no one is. What is made is made by God. What he said stands forever. His love never fails. If we have to choose we should choose the organization made of “sinners” than of the “good perfect guys.” If we have to choose we should choose an organization coming to God in pain than the fine working machine. As we learned in the Pentateuch from Exodus to Deuteronomy the fundamental truth of the laws and decrees is that they are given on the forgiveness of sins. That is God’s system and God’s order. When we consider the gospel of Jesus Christ, which declares the grace of the forgiveness of our sins, nothing warps our lives or our ministry, nothing hurts us or damages us. We might say God is the order and God is the system, just as Jesus is the way, truth and life. In God all things will be all right. Out of God all things, however fine the system might be, will be chaos.





	What did God create in days one to four? First, God created the light and he divided the light from the darkness. Next, he separated the water from water so the sky can appear. Then, he let land emerge and vegetation grow on the land. Next, he divided time seasons formed and days and years came to being. In days five and six he puts sea creatures, birds and the land animals in their proper places. Finally God forms human beings in his image to make them rule over all creation. Days on to four explain the beginning of the world itself as we see it today, while days five to six deal with the start of the creatures that inhibit the world.





	What is light? In the Bible God is described as light. In fact, in the Revelation is the prophecy that the day when the Lamb of God will be the light of the world. We should overcome the dualistic thinking. We should remember that God created the light of the day that we may know his glory. We should remember that the darkness is in God’s design. That is why the Psalmist said he did not fear even if he walked in the valley of death. That is why Jonah prayed when he was sinking into the depth of the sea where there was no light. They are the people who knew God was light. In the same way we should remember that God is apart from time. We tend to think that our end means the end of the world and there is no more. But we should remember that God is there and that we live in God. Time may go by, and we may get older. But God remains and in God we are. Those who know this truth become like eagles soaring to the sky. May God make a youth forever. So next time when you look at your watch remember God. When you are pressed by time in your work may God be your deliverance. God created the light and the darkness. He created time and seasons and days and years. He did this so that we may know him who created them.





* Man in God’s image





	In 1:27 it is said, “God created man in his own image, in the image of God created him; male and female he created them.” There is much discussion about what the image means. We may skip the philosophical or theological arguments. But we can learn in Jesus Christ and in those who believed in him that man is made to reveal God’s image. God has no image. But he made man to reveal the image of his glory. When Jesus died on the cross the centurion confessed God. When Stephen was stoned to death Saul saw that the young man was strangely beautiful. How about those forgiven “sinners” in the Bible beginning from Peter the Apostle or Paul? When they accepted the forgiveness of their sins by the blood of Jesus Christ they revealed the glorious image of God. Indeed, every man is made in God’s image. No one is exempt.





	What is the unique responsibility assigned to man? God said in 1:28-30, “God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” How can man “rule over” the creation in the way God rules all things? In Romans 8:19 Paul said all creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. As our Lord Jesus ruled over even the power of sin and death, which is the truth of this world, his people can rule over the creation. Again we thank God for Jesus Christ. In the grace of the forgiveness of our sins we certainly rule over all things. May the gospel of Jesus be the power of salvation for us all. We will rule and rule over all things.





	In Isaiah 53 we learn the promise that those who trust in the Lord and suffer will bear much fruit. So the command to be fruitful and increase in number will be fulfilled.  The sons of God fill the earth and subdue it. Today we go through painful process. But this is a pain of childbirth. Tomorrow will come new heavens and new earth and we will rule over it. What did God say when he saw all that he had made? “God said all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning – the sixth day. Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array” (1:31; 2:1). This truth stands. His words will be fulfilled.





* God rested





	What did God do on the seventh day? “By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work. And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from the work of creating that he had done.” (2:2,3). Jesus our Lord taught the religious leaders of his time that God was at work. That was what it means God “rested.”  We learn in 2:3 what Jesus means. He blesses and he sanctifies all his work. He does it every day, not just one out of seven days. We confess our faith in his holy work of glorifying and sanctifying his creation by praying for the sanctification of his people and his creation. There are many different ways we have developed of how to participate the sanctifying work of God. God will bless all those efforts. But we should learn to “rest” in God as Jesus taught us.


