THE COVENANT

Exodus 20-31 

Key Verses: 20:2

1. Survey chapters 20-31. What is the content of chapters 20-24?  What is in chapters 25-31? 

* The fundamentals of the covenant (chapters 20-24)

2. Divide 20-24 at 20:18 and 23:20. Describe the contents of each section. 

(* 20:1-17 is the Ten Commandments which forms the basis of the covenant)


3. 20:1,2. What is the basis on which the LORD established the covenant with the Israelites? What are the two 

      parts of the basis? What is the identity of the God of Israel? (The word  “LORD” is the translation of the Hebrew word “Yehovah” which means self-Existent or Eternal. The word “God” is the translation of the Hebrew word  “elohiym” which means the supreme God; ref. 6:2) What did the God of Abraham, of Isaac, of Jacob do on behalf of the Israelites? 

4. 20:3-17. What are the ten foundational commands of the covenant? How can the ten commandments be divided into two broad categories?

5. 20:3-11. To have a proper relationship with the LORD their God, what were the four logical principles by which Israel must abide? Explain why each of the first four commandments are the logical application of the statement in 20:2 on which the covenant was established. What could be achieved as the Israelites kept the four requirement?

6. 20:12-17. What are the next six commandments? In what aspect are the last six commandments the logical and natural outcome for those who obey the first four commandments? According to each commandment, how can the Israelites honor and worship the LORD in their relationship with their neighbors? 

(* 20:18-23:19. In this section are the case laws which explain how the Ten Commandments apply to religious and community life.)
7. 20:18‑20. How did the people respond as the LORD descended to the top of the Mount Sinai? Why did God come to them in such a fashion according to Moses? (ref. Heb. 12:18-24)

8. 20:21-21:1. When the people feared the LORD, what did he say to Moses? What are the various topics covered here? How do these topics relate to the statement in 20:22 and 20:2? What does 21:1 tell us regarding the relationship between the case laws in 21:2-23:19 and the truth in 20:22?

9. 21:2-11. What are the laws regarding a Hebrew servant? What did God want to protect regarding Hebrews who were enslaved to others because of a debt of money or for different reason (ref. Ge. 29:18)? What does the repetition of the phrase “go free” tell us of the law regarding Hebrew servants?

10. 21:12-36. What is the principle of the laws regarding personal injuries? (21:23-25) What crimes require the death penalty? What do you learn from the fact that attacking one’s own parents, kidnapping, etc. are treated as  crimes equal to murder? What crimes require financial settlements? What do you learn from 21:13,14? Do you consider these laws fair? What is the spirit of the laws which are dubbed today as “the law of eye-for-eye”? (ref. Matt 5:38-42) How are these laws related to the principle in 20:2 or in 20:22? 

11. 22:1-15. What is the summary of the law of the protection of property? What do you learn from the restitution charged on each problem?

12. 22:16-23:9. How is a woman’s right protected in 22:16-17? What is at the core of the prohibition with death penalty in 22:18-20? Why are the Israelites required to take particularly good care of the aliens, widows, orphans and the debtors (22:21-27)? What do you learn from 22:24? How do the laws in 22:28-31 help Israelites to be holy to the Holy God? What do you learn from the laws of justice and mercy in 23:1-9? In what sense is justice and mercy at the core of the social laws in 22:16-31? How do they serve the LORD as God (20:2)? What do you learn from 23:3 regarding justice and mercy?

13. 23:10-19. To what extent are the Sabbath laws applied? What would be achieved by the Sabbath laws (23:10-13)? What are the three annual festivals required for Israelites to keep (23:14-19)? What are the things prohibited in the celebration? What would be the benefit on the Israelites when they keep the festivals?

14. 23:20-33. How did the LORD promise to help the Israelites keep the laws of the covenant spoken so far in 

20:1-23:19 (23:20-23)? What should they do with the promised angel (23:21,25)? What are the dangers 

which the Israelites will encounter in the promised land? How can they avoid these? What is promised? 

Why is the worship of the LORD required of them as absolute (23:33)?

15. 24:1-18. How was the covenant confirmed (24:1-11)? What did the LORD command Moses to do (24:12-

18)? What is the historical significance of Israelites becoming the covenant people of the LORD?

* Instructions for the tabernacle and priesthood (25-31)

16. 25:1-9. In what way would the offering be collected? Where would the offerings be used? What was the purpose of the tabernacle? (ref. 23:20)

17. 25:10-30:38. Name the six items which would be in the tabernacle (25:10,23,31;27:1;30:1,17) What was in the ark (25:21)? What was on the table (25:30)? What was the purpose of the lampstand (25:37; 27:21)? 

18. 26:1-27:21. Describe the tabernacle and its set up. What were the names and the use of the three distinct areas of the tabernacle? What things indicate the mobility of the tabernacle? What is the purpose of the bronze altar? Why is this altar important? What additional information is given about the lamps?

19. 28:1-43. What was the function of the priests (28:1)? Name the parts of the priestly garments and the function of each part (28:12, 29-30, 35, 40, 43). 

20. 29:1-46. How were Aaron and his sons ordained to be priests (29:1-34)? Why did Aaron and his sons have to be consecrated? What would be the service of Aaron and his sons as priests (29:35-41)? What would be achieved by the LORD meeting with the Israelites by means of the service of the priests (29:42-46)?

21. 30:1-38. Where was the altar of incense placed? What was the purpose of the burning of incense (30:7,8)? What was done to it once a year (30:10)? What was taught by the law of the atonement money (30:12)? What was the purpose of the basin for washing (30:21)? What do you learn from the instruction to make the specially formulated sacred anointing oil and sacred incense (30:29-30)?

22. 31:1-18. Who did the LORD commission to build the tabernacle and all its utensils? What is special about Bezalel and Oholiab? What did the LORD say to Moses before he finished speaking (31:12-17)? What is special about the two tablets of the Testimony? 

