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THE DELIVERANCE

Exodus 5-19

Key verse: 19:4-6


“You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.

Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession.

Although the whole earth is mind, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nations.

These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.”

We want to go over chapters 5-19 today because there, in a strict sense, are all the stories of how the whole community of Israel got out Egypt. The rest of the Pentateuch is about how the people of Israel learned the truth of their experience recorded in these chapters.


We will review the content from the perspective of 19:4-6 because they give us an insight from what perspective all those Exodus events are viewed and interpreted. 19:4 says, “You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.”   The opening words “You yourselves have seen” tell us that the Exodus event was an historical experience which was shared and witnessed by the whole community of Israel. The following words “what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself” indicate that the experience is viewed as a God event, of how the Lord revealed himself. Thus the historical human experience transformed and became the very revelation of God. The words in 19:5-6 help us to learn that the historical revelation which was witnessed by the whole community of Israel is the foundation of the Hebrew religion: “Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mind, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nations.”

The study of these chapters will help us to learn the faith which is based on the gospel. The definition of the faith which is based on the historical revelation of God to a community of people is well expressed in 1 Corinthians 15:1-11. God help us to be delivered from believing in vain. “Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain” (1 Co 15:1,2).  

I.  What the Israelites saw (5:1‑18:27)

* Ten plagues (5:1‑10:29)

The first experience of the Israelites was a set of ten plagues which befell the Egyptians to make Pharaoh obey the Lord. They were the plagues of blood, of frogs, of gnats, of flies, on livestock, of boils, of hail, of locusts, of darkness, and finally on the firstborn. At first glance we get the impression that the God of Israel showed off by breaking Pharaoh. The story seems not much different from the many legends, such as Greek mythology, of the wars of gods to gain the hegemony, since Pharaoh was considered as a god. If that is all we can get then the knowledge that the Lord is God is worth nothing. But in 20:2 we learn that the Lord invited the Israelites and us into the otherwise incomprehensible truth that the Lord is God, and  him alone.    

As we read the story of the ten plagues we notice that the words “signs” and “wonders” are used to describe the plagues except in 9:14 and 11:1. In other words these events were considered as the things which God did. We have to think what we mean when we say these things are “signs” and “wonders” in order to understand what the Bible means by these words. When we say these things are “wonders” or “miraculous events” we are saying that they are not natural. We say that because we think this universe is run by a certain rule or mechanism. But the ten plagues showed the Hebrews that the universe is run by God. As we can see in the laws which were given subsequent to the experience of the ten plagues this means they believed even the hair of their head was counted by God. Not even a hair of our head can be lost without his approval. If we live we live before his watchful eyes of care. If we die we die to him. We are never lost.

The implication of this view of life is revolutionary to us. We take the practice of faith as a casual matter. We are casual because we are rooted in the soil of the mixture of our upbringing and education. As long as we are rooted on this soil it is impossible to believe in the resurrection upon which our faith is hinged. As a result we view our life and faith as two separate matters. But as we read the laws we find that the Hebrews were instructed to learn that the Lord is God in every detail of the practice of their lives. If the universe is run by its set mechanism we should all study physics, chemistry, biology and psychology etc., and they should be the standard and foundation by which we manage our lives. The truth of us is that we actually do that, including us who are Christians. We use our wisdom to serve God! We do not know exactly why we should pray before each meal. We think it is too religious to relate everything to the gospel. But the Hebrews took root in God who revealed himself in the deliverance of their ancestors. Let us ask for God’s help that we may be transplanted onto the soil of the gospel of Jesus Christ through the study of the Pentateuch. There can never be a so-called 50% Christian. If there is any one who manages his Christian life with the mixture of his cleverness with the gospel he is a liar to himself and to God. Most out of all the urgent prayer topics, let’s pray that God may include us in his work to establish a kingdom of priests and a holy nation, the chief of mountains, where all people can come and worship the Lord.

But in the examples of Pharaoh and of the Israelites we learn what to pray for when we pray for the coming of a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. We learn that Pharaoh resisted even after he experienced all ten signs and wonders. He resisted even though God’s message was clear from the beginning. Look at 5:1. When the leaders of all the twelve Israel tribes agreed to follow Moses, he and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘Let my people go, so that they may hold a festival to me in the desert.’” He refused to obey the Lord because he did not know the Lord. Actually that was his excuse. He did not want to lose the cheap labor power of the Israelites. We can understand his refusal at this point. He resisted when Moses changed the Nile into blood and when the frogs came up onto his bed, into his ovens and kneading troughs because his magicians could do the same thing. We can understand his resistance up to this point. He resisted, however, in the rest of the eight experiences which his magicians could do nothing about. How could he be so stubborn when the whole nation suffered? He did partly because he himself still survived through them. We may understand him because of our understanding that man is basically selfish. But what puzzles us is that he resisted though he was shaken up by the Lord and was moved to confess that the Lord is God. We find in his words and deeds that he learned that the Lord is God in the eight experiences. But he never yielded to believe in the Lord even when his heart was moved. We can still imagine that that kind of behavior is possible because we have seen many examples like his. However, we are lost and do not know what to think of in the rest of the story. Even after he lost his son he sprang back to his emotion and pursued the Israelites to kill them all. As we know he would lose all his chariots and soldiers in the Red Sea. There is no record that he became a believer after that. What is the explanation of his unreasonable resistance?

Look at 9:15,16. “For by now I could have stretched out my hand and struck you and your people with a plague that would have wiped you off the earth. But I have raised you up for this very purpose, that I might show you my power and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” Pharaoh’s resistance was God’s design! We should be careful when we say that, though. As we know these verses have been quoted to justify the crooked idea that the end justifies the means. But God did not create Pharaoh as disposable. If he did he could proclaim his power and authority by wiping Pharaoh off the earth at the first refusal. No. The Lord rather raised Pharaoh up and sustained him. He gave life to Pharaoh and sustained him that he might show Pharaoh God’s power  and that God’s name might be proclaimed in all the earth. Therefore we should never follow the evil way of justifying ourselves in the name of doing the gospel work. God will judge it. We should thank God and pray for his name to be glorified when we see Pharaoh-like people. When we see Pharaoh in ourselves we should thank God for his mercy and also pray that God may deliver us from evil, from the stubborn refusal of him. He will transplant us on the gospel of Jesus Christ.    

The more puzzling thing is the unbelief of the Israelites. They did not listen “because of their discouragement and cruel bondage” (6:9b). We can sympathize with them. But we are puzzled in reading 15:24. They grumbled against Moses because there was no water to drink. Over a million people who were placed in the desert for three days without water! We can understand the seriousness of the problem. But what puzzles us is that they grumbled against Moses just three days after they crossed the Red Sea by the aid of God’s mighty hand. Then they would quarrel against Moses when they ended up wandering in the desert without food, then again because of the shortage of water in the Desert of Sin. Considering the seriousness of the problems we cannot easily denounce the Israelites. But we are puzzled because they would complain even after they were guaranteed of the food supply. The real problem is that they did not obey the Lord fully and kept his covenant. In other words they did not trust that the Lord was God. Pharaoh had the same problem. That is why the Lord did all ten wonders that they may know him.

Then, what is revealed in each experience? In the story of the ten plagues we find the phrase “just as the Lord had said” is repeated. The Lord revealed that the universe is governed by his word. The sun rises from the east and goes down to the west not because its course is set. The sun rises and moves because God says it to do so. The Nile is one the mightiest rivers in the world. The flow of water is awesome. But the water can become blood if God says it to be. The dust can became gnats for the same reason. These were the examples which speak clearly that the Lord is the Creator and the Sovereign.

After the Passover the Lord commanded the Israelites to consecrate the firstborn sons. In the Passover restrictions we read that circumcision was the absolute requirement to eat the Passover meal. When the plague of the firstborn struck Egypt the Israelites did not know what was going on outside. They were just to eat the Passover lamb and the unleavened bread in an awkward way. The plague passed over them because of the blood of the lamb on their doorposts. In other words when they obeyed the covenant of God they were spared from the destruction which came from the Holy on those who didn’t belong to God.

After they crossed the Red Sea Moses sang to praise the Lord. In the last section of his song we read the confession that the Lord reigns, and that he will establish his sanctuary where all people will worship him. Read 15:13-17. “In your unfailing love you will lead the people you have redeemed. In your strength you will guide them to your holy dwelling. The nations will hear and tremble; anguish will grip the people of Philistia. The chiefs of Edom will be terrified, the leaders of Moab will be seized with trembling, the people of Canaan will melt away; terror and dread will fall upon them. By the power of your arm they will be as still as a stone until your people pass by, O Lord, until the people you bought pass by. You will bring them in and plan them on the mountain of your inheritance – the place, O Lord, you made for your dwelling, the sanctuary, O Lord, you hands established. The Lord will reign for ever and ever.”
In the provision of manna and quail and water all through their journey in the desert for forty years the Lord revealed that man lives by God.  In the defeat of the Amalekites at Rephidim God made Moses to stand the top of the hill with the staff of God in his hands. As long as Moses held up his hands the Israelites were winning. It was not easy for him to raise his hand all day long. His hands remained steady until sunset because Aaron and Hur made him to sit on a stone and each one held his hands up from both side. 17:13 says, “So Joshua overcame the Amalekite army with the sword.” The Lord revealed that war and battle is in his hand. He also revealed that he is at war against sin. “After the defeat of the Amalekites the Lord said to Moses, “Write this on a scroll as something to be remembered and make sure that Joshua hears it, because I will completely blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven.” Amalek was a grandson of Esau in Genesis (Ge 36:12). The Lord revealed that he is the Creator and that he has been working from his creation.

In chapter 18 is the story of Jethro who was the father-in-law of Moses. Through his advice the community of Israel was organized and the governing body was form. They became a nation. In the story of Jethro we learn that he was included as a worshiper of God (18:12).  He was just one of the many who will join the Israelites and become a covenant people. Obviously there were “many other people” (12:38) who went up with the Israelites at the time of Exodus. Jethro’s story gives us an understanding that the Lord was making a nation which was formed on the covenant, not on the merits of blood, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. Today in the nation Israel the most heated question is who is a Jew. If you read the encyclopedia you can find that the term “Jew” implies a person who is bound to the covenant. We do not need to envy the Israelites because they experienced the Exodus. We do not compete with them and claim that we are true Israelites. Anyone who takes root in the historical revelation of the gospel of Jesus Christ is a person belonged to God (Ro 2:29). May the study of the Pentateuch circumcise your hearts with the Spirit.

II. You will be for me… (19:1-25)

It took three months for the Israelites to reach the Mount Sinai. It was quite a dramatic Bible study but was a very good one. Now the people were ready to listen to God. Then Moses went up to God and the Lord called to him from the mountain and said, “This is what you are to say to the house of Jacob and what you to tell the people of Israel: “You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.  Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mind, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nations. These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.”
Here in these verses we can learn what it is to know the Lord is God. First of all, we learn that God called Israel to make them a nation, however, a nation which is for God. In other words, from this time on they must understand themselves as a body of Christ. In 19:5,6 we also learn that to know the Lord means to have God’s hope as our own. God lead the Israelites and never abandoned them in the time of their failures and successes, in the time of their rebellion and obedience. God did so to deliver them and to deliver all people to the worship of him.

When the Israelites accepted God’s teaching the Lord wanted to come down in their midst. Why did the Lord want to come down in their midst? The Lord said to Moses in19:9, “I am going to come to you in a dese cloud so thaqt the people will hear me speaking with you and will always put their trust in you.” The he descended to the top of the Mount Sinai. His appearance was fearful. And scary. God instructed  the Israelites to consecrate themselves and not to force themselves to come up to the Lord. The Lord is holy. This is what the Lord taught the Israelites that they may worship in fear of him.

