SPECIFIC RULES TO ESTABLISH ISRAEL ON THE  COVENANT

Deuteronomy 12‑26

Key verse: 12:1

1. The designated place: What is instructed to be done as the Israelites entered the Lord-given land (12:1-3)? What was the reason of the annihilation of idol worship (12:4)? How were the Israelites going to differentiate themselves from the practice of the Canaanites in the worship of the Lord (12:5-7)? What difference does the worship in the Lord-designated place bring to Israel? What is their practice now (12:8)? What should be their practice after they enter the promised land (12:9-14)? What is explained in 12:15-28? What was the danger from which the Lord intended to protect Israel by giving them a designated place to worship the Lord (12:29-32)?  

2. in regard to leadership, family and community: What are the three case laws recorded in chapter 13? What is the reason of the emphasis of the worship of the Lord to the degree of not listening to a prophet, or a family or a close friend or your own people (13:3b-4, 9-10, 15-16)?


3. in regard to death, food and harvest: What is forbidden because Israel is the “people holy to the Lord” their God (14:1-21)? What is taught in 14:1 and 21a? How does the firm command “not to cook a young goat in its mother’s milk” in 14:21b explain the essence of the teachings on the “clean and unclean food” in 14:1-21? How would Israel practice the rules about tithes? Why was there a requirement of setting aside a tenth of all production (14:23b, 29b)?

4. in regard to the poor: What is instructed regarding debtors (15:1-11)? Why does this law affect the foreigners in debt as well? What should the Israelites do to the poor who wants to borrow money when the year for canceling debts is near? What was the basis of the generosity to the extent to be taken advantage of by the needy (15:6; ref. Ex 20:2; Deut 6:4,5)? What is instructed regarding a Hebrew servant (15:12-18)? How does the instruction in 15:19-23 on the firstborn animals explain the essence of the various laws in chapter 15?  

5. in regard to the time: How are the Israelites to celebrate the Passover (16:1-8)? Why is the month of Abib specifically designed for the observation of the Passover (16:3b)? When was the Feast of Weeks (16:9)? What is celebrated in the Feast of Weeks? When was the Feast of Tabernacles (16:13)? How was it celebrated? What is celebrated in the Feast of Tabernacles?

6. in regard to the evil among them: How should the judges and officials govern? Why should they “follow justice and justice alone” (16:20)? What were the examples of evil in 16:21-17:7, which Israel must purge from among them? What is instructed in cases difficult for Israel to judge (17:8-13)? What did Moses predict in 17:14? What is required of the Israelites to choose a king? What is required of a king?

7. to honor priests and prophets: Why are the Israelites required to provide for the priests (18:5)? How would they provide for the priests (18:1-8)? Who did the people of other nations listen to or consult with (18:9-13)? What and who would Israel listen to? How was listening to the appointed prophet considered as fear of the Lord? How would Israel know if the prophet speaks presumptuously (18:21-22)? What was at the heart of the organization of the governing body of the nation of Israel?

8. to practice justice: How are the cities of refuge designed? How many were there (19:2,9)? What was the reason of setting up the cities of refuge (19:10)? What was justice (19:6,10,13,19,21)?      

9. in war: What are the five things taught in chapter 20 about going to war? What is the reason of the discriminations in war, such as the teaching not to fear vs. tolerance of the afraid or the fainthearted, or peace vs. annihilation, mentioned in chapter 20?

10. To purge guilt: What is the reason of the need of atonement for an unsolved murder mentioned in 21:1-9? What is instructed in the matter of marrying a captive woman (21:10-14)? In the matter of the right of the son of an unloved wife (21:15-17)? What is the intention of the punishment of a rebellious son (21:18-21)?

11. not to desecrate the land: What do you learn from the various laws in 21:22-22:12?

12. to honor Israel: What is the underlying theme in the laws regarding marriage violations in 22:13-30? In the laws regarding exclusion from the assembly (23:1-8)?

13. to keep the camp clean: What is taught in 23:9-14?

14. miscellaneous laws: What is the underlying theme of the miscellaneous laws in 23:15-25:19?

15. Firstfruits and tithes: What is remembered in the practice of the offering of the firstfruits and of tithes (26:1-15)?

16. The words to seal the covenant: What do the words in 26:16-19 tell us about the nature of the various laws in chapters 12-26 as well as chapters 5-11?

