LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD

Deuteronomy 1-11

Key verse: 6:5

*  Recollection (Deuteronomy 1‑4; kv. 4:39)

1. 1:1-4. Where did Moses speak the words of Deuteronomy? What do verses 2-4 tell us about the time when Moses spoke Deuteronomy? (ref. Ex 19:1. *Horeb is another name for Mt. Sinai.)

2. 1:5-18. How was it that Israel left Horeb? What was the goal the Lord set for them as they left Horeb (1:5-8)? What did Moses do at that time to lead the multitude of Israelites for the task? (1:9-18)

3. 1:19-46. Where did they reach at the end of their journey from Horeb? What did Moses say at Kadesh Barnea, and what did they suggest to do? What was the report of the spies? But why did the Israelites not want to go up to take possession of the land? What did Moses tell them (1:29-31)? What was the result?

4. 2:1-3:29. What did they experience at the end of the 38th year of wandering in the desert (2:1-23)? What new experience did the Lord give the Israelites from the time when they reached the end of their wandering in the desert at Arnon Gorge (2:24-3:11)? What did Moses do after they won the battle against the Amorites’ kings (3:12-29)?

5.  4:1-43. What is the attitude of obedience which Moses taught in 4:1-2? What did they learn at Baal Peor (4:3-4)? What benefit would be with Israel when they observe the decrees and laws of the Lord (4:5-8)? What is it of which they were told to be particularly careful and watch closely (4:9-20)? What did Moses warn the Israelites who had the potential to be corrupted (4:21-31)? What was the knowledge which the Israelites learned through the 38 years’ experience (4:32-35)? Why did the Lord show those things to the Israelites (4:35-38)? What is the obedience to the Lord and its reason according to Moses’ words in 4:39-40? What did Moses prepare for the two and a half tribes who had decided to settle on the east of the Jordan (ref. Num 32:1-5)?

6. 4:43-5:5. Where and when did Moses speak of the stipulations, decrees and laws which are covered in chapters 5-26 (4:43-49)? What was the significant characteristic of the decrees and laws which Moses spoke at Beth Peor east of the Jordan (5:1-5)?

7. Moses is speaking to the second generation Israelites (ref Num 26:64), who did not participate in their parents’ “mistakes”. Yet he links them to their parents’ “mistakes” and now to the covenant which the Lord gave at Horeb about 40 years before them by addressing them as “you” in 1:6,9,14 etc. What do you learn from the observation?

*  Basic Rules for Possessing the Land (Deuteronomy 5-11; kv. 6:5)
8. 5:1-33. Summarize the ten commandments in 5:6-21. What was the value of the ten commandments (5:22)? What did the people ask Moses to do when they heard the voice of the Lord? So what did the Lord do for them?

9. 6:1-25. Observe how the teaching to love the Lord and to obey the Lord are explained as the same in 6:1-19. What is the meaning of the stipulations, decrees and laws (6:20-25)?

10. 7:1-26. How and why should Israel drive out the nations? What do you learn from chapter 7?

11. 8:1-20. What did the Lord teach Israel in the forty years in the desert (8:1-5)? How does the lesson apply to their lives in the promised land (8:6-20)? What do you learn from chapter 8?

12. 9:1-10:22. Why did the Lord give the land to Israelites who were “a stiffed-necked people” (9:6), who were always “rebellious” (9:24) (9:1-6)? What were the examples of their rebellion, and how did the Lord treat them? Why didn’t he destroy them (10:10)? What did the Lord ask Israel by showing them mercy (10:12-13)? What was the truth of the forbearance of the Lord of Israel (10:14-15)? Therefore, how should they show their fear and love for the Lord (10:16-22)?

13. 11:1- What was the privilege of the present generation (11:1-7)? Therefore, what were they required to do (11:8)? What will be the benefit they receive when they love and obey the Lord (11:9-15)? How should they love and obey the Lord (11:16-21)? What was the conclusion in 11:22-32?
14. Having completed his brief summary of their past, Moses reviews the basics of the Sinai covenant. He also establishes the bases of their national life. Three ideas receive special treatment. First, Moses tells the people to keep the Ten Commandments and the other foundational covenant laws (Dt 5). Their future in the land depends on this faithfulness (5:33). Second, they must love God above all else, an effort that involves their hearts, minds, and strength (6:49). This love motivates their obedience to Yahweh and eliminates idolatry (Dt 8). Third, God has chosen them to be a special people. Because of the promises to Abraham, the Lord continues to bless this sometimes stubborn and rebellious group (9:1‑6). If Israel remembers and responds correctly to these truths, their love for God will lead to a long stay in Canaan (Dt 11).

15. The new generation must understand and implement the covenant's basic stipulations before it can hope to obey more detailed instructions. Once grasped, however, the basic requirements unlock new opportunities for blessing. Will Israel respond to this new divine initiative?
