LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD

Deuteronomy 1-11

Key verse: 6:4-5

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.”

Introduction (1:1-4)

1:1-4 provides us information regarding the perspective from which Moses spoke the words of Deuteronomy when Israel camped in the desert east of the Jordan, in the valley between Paran and Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth and Dizahab. This means at the time just before Israel’s invasion of the land of the Canaanites. Moses spoke the words of Deuteronomy to prepare the chosen people Israel for their life in the promised new land. These were his last words before his departure. He spoke the sum of what he believed systematically.

Israel could have entered the promised land 40 years before. To be more precise they were in a similar situation eleven days after they first departed Mount Sinai, where they had arrived after a three months’ journey from Egypt, 40 years ago. In other words they could have had the promised land within a couple of weeks from the time of Exodus 19:1. But it took forty years for the Israelites to be at the border of the promised land, and now Moses summarizes what he and the people of Israel learned during the journey. 

As we find in 4:1-40, Israel came to know at the end of the forty years’ journey  that the Lord, Yahweh, is God in heaven above and on the earth below, and that there is no other. By now they understood that the Lord was before time and that he is the Creator. This means they crossed the limit of what a man can know as they finished their wandering in the desert for four decades being led by the Lord. I hope and pray that we too may gain insight to see, through the many otherwise baffling and unexpected developments of Israel’s history, through the study of Deuteronomy. There is more than the hope for gaining insight. As we know from our own experience it is impossible for a man to cross the ravine between the gorges of the idolizing God concept and loving the Lord. Yet here we find that they did. Now they could choose to love the Lord. I pray with hope that the study of Deuteronomy may produce those who love the Lord, as it has been doing since it was spoken.
I.  Recollection: Acknowledge that the Lord is God (Deuteronomy 1:5‑4:43)

Moses reviews in 1:5-4:43 what happened from the time Israel reached Horeb, that is, Mount Sinai, until they had defeated Sihon and Og, the kings of the Amorites. He concludes his review of the history in 4:39. Let’s read it. “Acknowledge and take to heart this day that the Lord is God in heaven above and on the earth below. There is no other.” 

Let’s learn from his review how the experience could lift Moses and his people up to communicate the humanly impossible knowledge in plain terms.

We know from Exodus 19:1 that Israel arrived at Horeb after the experience of the Passover and after they had seen the dividing of the Red Sea. They ate manna and drank water from the rock and ate the daily supply of quail. On the basis of those experiences the Lord established a covenant with them and they agreed to be the covenant people of the Lord. At Mount Sinai they were born into the Covenant people, the beginning of a new race, the people who were made to become a kingdom of priests and a holy nation, the race which belonged to the Lord as the Lord gave them the Ten Commandments and the laws which followed. The golden calf event after which the Covenant was established revealed that their new birth meant the new beginning of God’s creation which had been marred by the sin which crept into it by Adam. The Lord was declaring the beginning of the preparation of the creation of the new heavens and new earth.

To start the grand project the Lord commanded Israel to leave Horeb after they had been established as the Covenant people. He told them to break camp and advance into the hill country of the Amorites and take possession of the land (1:5-8). Moses organized the community of the Israelites by appointing leaders of their choice from each of the twelve tribes with their agreement (1:9-18). Moses sent out spies to explore the promised land as they reached Kadesh Barnea after they had crossed all that vast and dreadful desert. The idea to send out spies was their suggestion though Moses said simply to go into the hill country and take possession of it because that was what the Lord commanded  and promised. The spies returned with the report that the land was good indeed. But they were unwilling to go in because they were afraid of the inhabitants of the land. They became fearful at the sight of the natives who were stronger and taller than them, and at the sight of the fortified cities.

Their fear, however, angered the Lord. Their fear was reasonable, but they did not know that they despised the Lord as they feared the big and tall guys and the fortified cities. There is no fear in the Lord. They were out of the Lord. So Moses said to them, “Do not be terrified; do not be afraid of them. The Lord your God, who is going before you, will fight for you, as he did for you in Egypt, before your very eyes, and in the desert. There you saw how the Lord your God carried you, as a father carries his son, all the way you went until you reached this place. In spite of this, you did not trust in the Lord your God, who went ahead of you on your journey, in fire by night and in a cloud by day, to search out places for you to camp and so show you the way you should go.” When they feared they betrayed the other party of the Covenant and so discarded the promise of the land. That is why they were not allowed to enter the land. That is why Caleb and Joshua were exempt. That is also why Moses, who was the signee of the Covenant, was not allowed to enter the promised land. That is why he had to transfer the leadership to Joshua. That is what it means the Lord was angry with them and with Moses. Still the people did not understand. They marched up to the hill country which was banned by the Lord. They meant repentance of their fear and unbelief. But what they showed was arrogance against the Lord. They ignored the Covenant. They had an illusion that the world was revolving around them, even the Lord. When they realized their stupidity they came back and wept before the Lord, but he paid no attention to their weeping and turned a deaf ear to them. We shouldn’t misunderstand the Lord as if he is a slave of his emotion. We should see the holiness of his Covenant. We should see and be amazed that the Lord did not cancel the Covenant. His Covenant was not a mutual one. It was a one-sided grace from the beginning. “And so,” Moses concludes in 1:46, “you stayed in Kadesh many days—all the time you spent there.” He meant the Lord was patient with them for 40 years to start all over again.

What did the Lord do in the self designated waiting period?  He educated them, and the summary of the education can be found in 2:7. “The Lord your God has blessed you in all the work of your hands. He has watched over your journey through this vast desert. These forty years the Lord your God has been with you, and you have not lacked anything.” 

The forty years’ long education session began as he directed them first along the route to the Red Sea, then to north to pass through Edom. The Edomites were afraid of the Israelites and so did not allow them to go through their territory. The natural response could have been war, but the Lord prohibited them from doing that. The Lord taught Israel to honor and respect his decision over Esau who was the ancestor of the Edomites, the older brother of Jacob. The Lord even made Israel to pay silver to the Edomites for the food they ate and the water they drank as they passed by following the outskirts of Edom. Perhaps it was an experience of humiliation and confusion on top of suffering with the shortage of the basic needs in the vast and dreadful desert. Humiliation because they couldn’t fight when they could beat them up. Confusion because they couldn’t understand why they had to consider the Edomites as their brothers. If they were related it was by the brotherly relationship between Jacob their ancestor to Esau who was the ancestor of the Edomites, that was over 400 years before them. Their relationship was in practice nonexistent. The Edomites were simply others. But Israel learned not to rob them because of the Lord’s decision for the Edomites which was declared over 400 years before them. They not only learned to honor the Lord but also to depend on the Lord in the extreme situation  Because the life in the desert was literally of being placed at gun point everyday newly their learning in the situation that the awareness that the Lord their God was with them was as acute and real as the reality of the danger of their lives. They did not need explanation. They simply knew that the Lord was with them. They knew that otherwise they could not survive another day. It was not only with the Edomites. The Lord did not allow them to fight against the Moabites because they were descendants of Lot, Abraham’s nephew. They were the not-so-honorable race, the product of incest, but the Lord blessed them as he had promised Lot. As they honored the Edomites and Moabites at the cost of their survival they learned to fear the Lord.

That is how they spent thirty-eight years between Kadesh Barnea and the Zered Valley (2:14). When they reached the Zered Valley they found that the entire generation of fighting men had perished as the Lord had sworn to them. From the Zered Valley they turned to the region of the Ammonites. There the second generation learned what their fathers learned: to honor the Ammonites because they were descendants of Lot, the nephew of their ancestor Abraham about 400 years before them. As they learned to fear and honor the Lord, the second generation was given the experiences of the defeat of Sihon king of Heshbon and Og king of Bashan, the kings of the Amorites. This was the reason why the Lord gave them the experience of defeating their enemies. Read 2:25. “This very day I will begin to put the terror and fear of you on all the nations under heaven. They will hear reports of you and will tremble and be in anguish because of you.” The Lord paved the way for the Israelites to enter the promised land. There was a practical reason in the giving of the land of the Amorites as well. The Reubenites and the Gadites and the half tribe of Manasseh settled in the land. Thus the Lord expanded the territory so that the twelve tribes of Israel could have enough land to settle down and live.

There Moses transferred his leadership to Joshua (3:21). As we know from reading Exodus, Leviticus and Numbers the Lord listened to Moses to the point of preserving the Covenant when it was nullified by the Israelites. This time he did not listen to Moses’ plea to let him go and enter the promised land. We see in 3:25 how deeply Moses yearned for the promised land. He said, “Let me go over and see the good land beyond the Jordan—that fine hill country and Lebanon.” The trees of Lebanon were so beautiful that it is often mentioned in the Old Testament. Moses’ yearning was truly heart moving. The Lord was not sympathetic with his servant. He was rather angry with Moses at that time. Some may speculate the limit of God’s faithfulness. But we should see here God’s faithfulness to the Covenant. Even Moses failed to keep the Covenant when he was angry with the Israelites. But God kept the Covenant at the cost of his honor and his glory when he continued the Covenant with Israel. He was crucified there and was killed, that by his own initiative, to establish the Covenant. We cannot fathom the depth of his faithfulness.

We have noticed so far that Moses was speaking of the failures of the first generation as if that was also of the second generation Israelites. They were just kids, for example, when the twelve spies were dispatched. But they were responsible for the sin of their fathers because they were bound to the Covenant at birth. Some may argue about the tyranny of the Lord over the second generation for they were given no choice. That argument would be silenced as they read chapter 4. When Moses commissioned Joshua, Israel was in the valley near Beth Peor (3:29). There the second generation soldiers were seduced by the Moabites and followed the Baal of Peor. Unless the Lord had mercy on those who held fast to the Lord their God they could not survive. They were saved because of the Covenant. The Lord did not treat them as he would those outside of the Covenant. That is how the second generation also was established on the Covenant. They learned that they must obey the Lord 100%. They learned that they would become a great nation by observing the laws and decrees. “See, I have taught you decrees and laws as the Lord my God commanded me, so that you may follow them in the land you are entering to take possession of it. Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and understanding to the nations, who will hear about all these decrees and say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’ What other nation is so great as to have their gods near them the way the Lord our God is near us whenever we pray to him? And what other nation is so great as to have such righteous decrees and laws as this body of laws I am setting before you today?” In Beth Peor the Lord taught Israel that they could obey the Lord by means of keeping the laws and decrees.

There was one more benefit. Moses said in 4:12, “Then the Lord spoke to you out of the fire. You heard the sound of words but saw no form; there was only a voice.” They learned to worship the invisible Lord. They learned that the Lord who did not have form, however, was as real as a jealous husband. They learned that the Lord their God is a consuming fire, a jealous God (4:24). Like a wife being careful with a jealous husband Israel must be careful not to forget to love the Lord 100%. 4:25-31 is the flip side of the same truth that the Lord is a jealous husband of Israel. Eventually Israel would betray God as they did at Baal Peor and in many instances. Then they would be sent to the place where they worshiped idols. Israel would then regret because they would know that the man-made gods of wood and stone cannot see or hear or eat or smell. But they would be forced to worship the stupid things as they chose to do. Look at 4:29-31. “But if from there you seek the Lord your God, you will find him if you look for him with all your heart and with all your soul. When you are in distress and all these things have happened to you, then in later days you will return to the Lord your God and obey him. For the Lord your God is a merciful God; he will not abandon or destroy you or forget the covenant with your forefathers, which he confirmed to them by oath.” How can we understand that on one side he is a jealous God and on the other side he is a merciful God? We might by the words that he is “a consuming fire.”  He is faithful to his people of the Covenant and loves them until he is consumed by his love. We see the vivid picture in our Lord Jesus who was consumed by his zeal of love for God and for his people.

In 4:32-40 Moses concludes with a very important remark: The Lord is God. In his remarks in 4:32-34 we might say Moses is testifying to the revelation of the Creator. How would he know about the former days, long before his time? But as he recollected what the Lord had done in Israel during the forty years in the desert he understood that the Creator of the heavens and earth appeared. He realized that the Lord is God; that besides him there is no other. What a remarkable finding! In the mention of the cities of refuge which Moses set aside east of the Jordan, we can understand that Moses declared at this time the Lord being God. He did not set a system of laws and rules as some fools speculate in the reading of the Old Testament. 

II.  Basic Rules for Possessing the Land: Love the Lord your God (Deut. 5-11) 
For sure the content in the rest of the book of Deuteronomy is about rules and regulations. But as we read 6:4-5 we understand that the essence of all the laws has to do with the love of the Lord, who in his great mercy has made the otherwise incomprehensible truth known to them, and to us through them. “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.” If we read 6:5 only the teaching comes to us like a demand which we can never satisfy. If we read 4 and 5 together we understand that these words teach us the love of the Lord in which we are told to dwell. Parallelism may be found in John 21:15-17 as well. 


The reason of the repetition of the Ten Commandments which are already recorded in Exodus 20 might be found in 5:2-3. “The Lord our God made a covenant with us at Horeb. It was not with our fathers that the Lord made this covenant, but with us, with all of us who are alive here today.” In other words the Ten Commandments are viewed not as the golden rule but more as it being the covenant. As we read the Ten Commandments with this observation we can sense the humble appeal of the Lord in his unfathomable love to the absolutely blind and stupid people of Israel. He said, “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.” Amen. He said, “You shall have no other gods before me.” Amen. “You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.” Amen. “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.” Amen. “Observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy, as the Lord your God has commanded you. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your ox, your donkey or nay of your animals, nor the alien within your gates, so that your manservant and maidservant may rest, as you do. Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and that the Lord your God brought you our of there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. Therefore the Lord your God has commanded you to observe the Sabbath day.” Amen. Jesus declared in the same Spirit, “The Spirit of the Lord is on me…to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners…” (Luke 4:18). “Honor your father and your mother, as the Lord your God has commanded you, so that you may live long and that it may go well with you in the land the Lord your God is giving you.” Amen. “You shall not murder.” Amen. “You shall not commit adultery.” Amen. “You shall not steal.” Amen. “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.” Amen. “You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife. You shall not set your desire on your neighbor’s house or land, his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” Amen. Learn to “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength” (6:5) by the Ten Commandments. May you and your children and their children after them learn to fear the Lord your God as long as you live by keeping all his decrees and commands… and so that you may enjoy long life (6:2). The Ten Commandments and all the subsequent laws have to do with the love of the Lord for his people, that they might always prosper and be kept alive as was the case of the preservation of the second generation (6:24). The Lord had a deeper reason. By means of loving the Lord they would be considered righteous before the Lord (6:25). The Lord intended to create those who worship the Lord in Spirit and truth. 


In 7:1-26 are the commands to drive out the nations. The fearfully uncompromising teaching to destroy the enemies totally seems uncomfortable to our contemporaries. Some may misunderstand the teaching and justify their cruelty on those who do not belong to their group. But the essence of the teachings in chapter 7 is in the service of the holiness of the Lord and his holy intention to create the new race who loves God. 7:6 says, “For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession.” 

In 8:1-5 is summed up what the Lord taught Israel in the forty years in the desert. “Be careful to follow every command I am giving you today, so that you may live and increase and may enter and possess the land that the Lord promised on oath to your forefathers. Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands. He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. Your clothes did not wear out and your feet did not swell during these forty years. Know then in your heart that as a man disciplines his son, so the Lord your God disciplines you.” We can say that the Lord taught Israel that man lives by God. Thus follows the teaching not to forget the Lord when they enter the promised land and have lots of possessions. Moses says, “But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today” (8:18).

In 9:1-10:22 are the teachings of why the Lord gave the land to the Israelites who were “a stiffed-necked people” (9:6), who were always “rebellious” (9:24). The Lord God wanted to drive out the wickedness from the land and cleanse his creation. For that grand hope the Lord chose Israel and endured them when they made a golden calf, when they made him angry at Taberah, at Massah and at Kibroth Hattaavah, when they considered him weaker than the Caananites. Why didn’t he destroy them? Moses said in 10:10. “It was not his will to destroy you.” The Lord by the example of what he did with Israel declared to the world that it is not his will to destroy man.

What did the Lord ask Israel by showing them mercy” Read 10:12-13. “And now, O Israel, what does the Lord your God ask of you but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to observe the Lord’s command and decrees that I am giving you today for your own good?”

What was the truth of the forbearance of the Lord of Israel? Read 10:14-15. “To the Lord your God belong the heavens, even the highest heavens, the earth and everything in it Yet the Lord set his affection on your forefathers and loved them, and he chose you, their descendants, above all the nations, as it is today.” How should, therefore, they show their fear and love for the Lord? Read 10:16-22. “Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and do not be stiff-necked any longer. For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality and accepts no bribes. He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the alien, giving him food and clothing. And you are to love those who are aliens, for you yourselves were aliens in Egypt. Fear the Lord your God and serve him. Hold fast to him and take your oaths in his name. He is your praise; he is your God, who performed for you those great and awesome wonders you saw with your own eyes. Your forefathers who went down into Egypt were seventy in all, and now the Lord your God has made you as numerous as the stars in the sky.”

In 11:1-7 Moses addresses the second generation that they were privileged to be witnesses of the Lord’s glory which was shown in his work among them. Therefore, they were required to observe all the commands of the Lord (11:8). The land of Egypt was more fertile than the promised land. The Lord, however, sent them to the less fertile land so that they could learn faith in their daily experiences. For example, if they disobey the Lord, there would be no rain. If they obey there would be plenty of rain. They would know the Lord as firsthand knowledge. Praise God for his mercy. His wisdom to create his people is unfathomable. In 11:22-32 the Lord even set a visual sign for the Israelites to remember that obedience to the Lord means blessing and disobedience invites curse. We cannot laugh about the system. Let’s read 6:4-5. 
