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Key Verse 24:14





"Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.





God had given His people the land He promised to their forefathers. The first part of the book of Joshua records the LORD’s giving the land to His people through conquest, and how the land was divided among them. Our passage today occurs after these things, After a long time had passed and the LORD had given Israel rest from all their enemies around them, (Joshua 23:1a). Joshua, [was] by then old and well advanced in years, (Joshua 23:1b). The Bible says Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at Shechem. He summoned the elders, leaders, judges and officials of Israel, and they presented themselves before God. (Joshua 24:1). Let us look at what is happening here. 





all the tribes of Israel … assembled. Perhaps there were over a million people who came to this assembly. It seems that out of them Joshua then summoned the elders, leaders, judges and officials of Israel. This was a summit meeting, an important event in the history of the LORD’s people, a defining moment. What did they do? they presented themselves before God. Joshua brought the whole nation together that they may come to God. 





Joshua said to all the people, "This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: (Joshua 24:2a) At this monumental summit, Joshua began with God’s Word. He gives God’s Word in terms of what the LORD had done for His people. The LORD took their forefather Abraham from a land where there was a worship of other gods. (Joshua 24:2,3). The LORD brought their forefathers out of Egypt by Moses and Aaron. (Joshua 24: 5,6). The LORD gave the people the land where they were now. Basically the LORD did two things: One, He ‘took or brought them out’ and two He ‘gave them’. 











The LORD worked to bring them out from the worship of other gods and He brought them out of oppression. The LORD gave them many descendants. (Joshua 24:3b). The LORD gave them the promised land by conquest. God had led them, God had given them. Their history is a testimony to God, a testimony that God is, and that by God’s grace they belonged to God. 





Now the people were established in the land. They were blessed and at rest. There was no struggle to be free of oppressors like there had been in Egypt, there was no hardship like there had been in the desert, there was no fighting with other nations as there had been in the conquest of the land. God’s people, who belonged to Him for His purpose, are now established in the promised land. Through Joshua, God calls these people to come to Him. After giving them God’s Word through their history, Joshua says "Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. (Joshua 24:14) 





Through Joshua’s words, we see that these blessed people at rest didn’t fear the LORD; they weren’t serving Him with all faithfulness; and they still clung to the gods their ancestors worshipped a long time ago and in Egypt. We could focus on the sinfulness of us humans who are like this even after so many blessings of God, but may we rather focus on the LORD Who is faithful to people who are like this. God didn’t give up on them. Through His servant Joshua, He admonishes them Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. This is something to be done Now. Of course Now means right at that time, but it also carries with it an aspect of continuance, for we always live in the Now.  





What would it mean practically to Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness? Joshua said Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped. The fear of the LORD would show itself in their throwing away the gods their forefathers worshiped. Serving the LORD would require throwing away the gods their forefathers worshiped.














This is more than just tossing out a few old dusty statues. It is a turning from a serving of something other than the LORD. Most of them and their ancestors were really not serving the LORD. Though the LORD had been with them, they clung to something or someone other than the LORD. Though they used the name of the LORD, they in effect served those other things. Now the LORD had given the people rest, but they still didn’t throw away those other things. It took Joshua to summon them in order to have them present themselves before the LORD. It took Joshua to call them to fear and serve the LORD. They did not come to the LORD on their own. 





He continued But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD." (Joshua 24:15) He called them to make a choice, a decision right then and there. The LORD or other gods. He gave his clear decision But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD." 





Then the people answered, "Far be it from us to forsake the LORD to serve other gods! It was the LORD our God himself who brought us and our fathers up out of Egypt, from that land of slavery, and performed those great signs before our eyes. He protected us on our entire journey and among all the nations through which we traveled. And the LORD drove out before us all the nations, including the Amorites, who lived in the land. We too will serve the LORD, because he is our God."(Joshua 24:16-18). These people gave such a good sounding answer. They knew their history. They were all seemingly zealous to serve the God Who had been so good to them.  





Joshua said to the people, "You are not able to serve the LORD. He is a holy God; he is a jealous God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins. (Joshua 24:19) What a surprising thing for Joshua to say! The people had given the ‘right’ answer. We would expect him to praise God and welcome the people. But he says "You are not able to serve the LORD. He is a holy God; he is a jealous God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins. Why would he say such a thing? Why is he rebuking them?











From his words we can learn that the people didn’t know the LORD as a holy God. They took God as being common with them. To them God was the same as them, just in a higher position and on a higher level. The people didn’t know the LORD as a holy God. They didn’t see the gulf of their sin that separated them from the holy God. They did not fear the LORD. 





They didn’t know the LORD as a jealous God. God required them to Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. (Deuteronomy 6:5) and He would not give … [His] glory to another or … [His] praise to idols. (Isaiah 42:8b). Yet they held to and served things other than the LORD. They did not fear the LORD.





The people only thought of God Who performed great signs and Who protected them, a God Who benefited them. So they could also cling to idols who might be beneficial in their relations to people around them. These people never came to know the holy God. They never came to know the God whose is jealous that His people not worship or serve anything or anyone but Him. They never came to know the holy and jealous God Who through their history claimed them to be His and His alone. They never came to know the holy God Who was with those who were not holy and Who in doing so revealed Himself as the God Who forgave their sins.  The call to fear and serve God was not a chance to pay back the God who had benefited them, rather it was God’s great grace flowing out of the covenant which revealed the forgiveness of their sins. It was a chance to come to fear the LORD. (Psalm 130:4)





Joshua said to the people, "You are not able to serve the LORD. He is a holy God; he is a jealous God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins. (Joshua 24:19). Why wouldn’t God forgive? Evidently the people didn’t recognize their real state. Despite their good sounding words they were really in a state of rebellion against God. Because they considered God on their side, they did not recognize His holiness and jealousy, nor did they recognize their sins and their need of forgiveness. In a word, they denied the holy God Who had been with them as sinners. The evidence of this is that while they said they with their words that they would serve the LORD as Joshua had called for, there was no action taken to Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped. Again, they didn’t fear the LORD.





Joshua continued If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, he will turn and bring disaster on you and make an end of you, after he has been good to you." (Joshua 24:20). These people who had just said such great sounding words were actually on the path of forsaking the LORD. They needed to accept the truth of the LORD Who is holy and jealous. They need to come to know the LORD Who is still with His rebellious people as is evidenced through His history with them. They need to stand as sinners constantly receiving the grace of their God. Joshua breaks their idea of serving God as a repayment:  he will turn and bring disaster on you and make an end of you, after he has been good to you."





But the people said to Joshua, "No! We will serve the LORD." (Joshua 24:21). The people were insistent. Then Joshua said, "You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen to serve the LORD." "Yes, we are witnesses," they replied. (Joshua 24:22) Joshua brings their very words as a witness against them. Their very words, the good sounding things they said will testify against them. They say good sounding things, but their reality is different. Joshua calls them to account.





Joshua continues "Now then," said Joshua, "throw away the foreign gods that are among you and yield your hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel." (Joshua 24:23). Here I see the mercy of the LORD. Joshua repeats the command to throw away the foreign gods that are among you. The people said good things about serving the LORD, but they didn’t take any action to throw away the foreign gods that are among you. So Joshua repeats the command to throw away the foreign gods that are among you.





Joshua also said and yield your hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel." Though volunteering to serve the LORD, the people hadn’t yielded their hearts to the LORD. Instead of just seeing God as for their benefit, they had to yield to God’s truth that He is holy and jealous. They had to show this yielding by throwing away the foreign gods that were among them. I see the mercy of God Who still calls His people to repent even though they do not - they make no effort to throw out the idols among them – they show their unyielding hearts. These are the people who we see in the book of Judges, the people who are cyclical in their faith. They forget God during prosperity, they cry for help to Him during trouble. They are the people who never came before the holy God in the forgiveness of sins worked by God Himself. 





Joshua then proceeded to make a covenant for the people (Joshua 24:25b), to draw up for them decrees and laws (Joshua 24:25c), to record these things in the Book of the Law of God (Joshua 24:26b), and to take a large stone and set it up there under the oak near the holy place of the LORD. (Joshua 24:26b). "See!" he said to all the people. "This stone will be a witness against us. It has heard all the words the LORD has said to us. It will be a witness against you if you are untrue to your God." (Joshua 24:27) A stone is a long lasting thing. These things that Joshua set up would become a continual call through all future generations for the people to repent and fear the LORD. Again, I see the mercy of the LORD to call His people to the fear of Him.





This is how Joshua concluded his life and work. It is how he feared the LORD to the end. Though the people did not repent even through all the events of Judges, the burying of the bones of Joseph recorded at the end of the book of Joshua reveal the hope of God for His people in the promised land. The hope to live as in the fear of the LORD.





May God have mercy on us to hear His call Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. (Joshua 24:14a). May He cause us to accept that He is a holy God; he is a jealous God (Joshua 24:19b). May we respond to God’s call to fear and serve Him through the forgiveness of sins in Jesus


