CONQUEST

Joshua 1-12

Key verse: 8:30-31a.

1. 1:1-2. What did YHWH tell Joshua to do after the death of Moses (1:1-2)? What was the magnitude of the task?   

2. 1:3-9. What were the two pledges with which YHWH encouraged Joshua to lead the people into the God given land? (1:3-5) What were the instructions which YHWH spoke to Joshua to carry out the awesome responsibility? Why was it necessary for Joshua to be strong and courageous when it was warranted that God would be with him and the land was given? What is your understanding of being strong and courageous? What is it according to YHWH’s instruction in 1:6-9? What were Joshua’s credentials to succeed Moses in leading Israel? (cf Dt 31:1‑8; Ex 32:17; Num 14:6‑10). What do you learn from the fact that the seasoned and disciplined leader still needed the pledges and instructions?

3. 1:10-18. So what did Joshua prepare the people to do? How did the people comply? What was their plea to Joshua? What was the basis of their readiness to take the promised land?

4. 2:1-24. What was Joshua’s view, according to his instruction in 2:1, of the strategic importance of the city of Jericho for the conquest of the land of the Canaanites (ref 10:29-11:23)? Into what danger were the two spies put in the city of Jericho (2:1-3)? How did Rahab help them (2:4-7)? What was her reason for joining the Israelites (2:8-13)? What is your understanding of her betrayal of her own people and her own nation? How did she help them escape? What did the two spies promise? How did they come back to their camp? What was their report (2:24)? How could they be so sure that YHWH had given them the whole land?

5. 3:1-17. Why do you think Israel camped for three days at the Jordan before they crossed it (ref 3:15)? What did Joshua order the people to do (3:2-5)? What would they know (3:6-13; ref Ex 14:31)? What happened when the priests who carried the ark stepped into the water (3:14-17)?

6. 4:1-24. What did Joshua do when the whole nation had crossed the river (4:1-9)? What was the testimony of the twelve stones (4:7,19-24)? What is recorded in 4:10-18? What does the emphasis that everything was done “as Moses had directed them” mean? What do you learn from 4:14? 

7. 5:1-12. What was the impact of the news on the Amorites’ kings that YHWH had dried up the Jordan for the Israelites to cross over it (5:1)? Why did YHWH have the Israelites circumcised at that time (5:2-8)? What was the meaning of the circumcision (5:9)? What do you learn from the fact that circumcision was not a choice war strategy at this time, yet was done in the least desirable time and place? What else did Israel do afterward (5:10-12)? When did Israel cross the Jordan (4:19)? When and where did Israel celebrate the Passover (5:10)? What was special about this Passover (5:11-12)? What was YHWH’s last preparation of his servant Joshua (5:13-15)? What do you learn from the facts of circumcision, the celebration of the Passover and finally the instruction for Joshua to take off his sandals just before the beginning of the conquest of the land of the Canaanites?

8. 6:1-27. What was the defense strategy of Jericho (6:1)? What was the instruction of YHWH to deal with the impossible situation (6:2-5)? What did Israel do for the next six days according to Joshua’s order (6:6-14)? What was the specific and emphasized instruction of Joshua given on the seventh day (6:15-19)? What happened as a result (6:20-27)?

9. 7:1-26. What did Achan do in the midst of the war against Jericho (7:1b)? How is Achan’s taking some of the spoils of war viewed? What do you learn from 7:1? How did Joshua learn the problem which Achan caused? What did YHWH instruct Joshua to do (7:2-15)? What happened in the Valley of Achor (7:16-26)? What do you learn from the way Achan’s sin was dealt with? 

10. 8:1-35. How did YHWH give Ai into the hands of Israelites (8:1-29)? What did Joshua do then (8:30-35; ref Deut 11:29; 27:1-30:20)?

11. 9:1-27. What did all the kings west of the Jordan decide together (9:1,2)? Where was Gibeon? What did the Gibeonites resort to? What did they do? Why was Israel fooled by them (9:14)? What did the Israelites do when they discovered the Gibeonites’ deception? What do you learn from the fact that Israel honored their oath? What do you learn from the fact that they spared the Gibeonites from annihilation? Did they bend the instruction of YHWH to save face (ref 6:17; 10:40; 11:12,15,20)?

12. 10:1-43. What was the reaction of the king of Jerusalem at the news of the Gibeonites’ defection? How did Joshua win the battle against the allied forces of the five Amorite kings (10:5-15)? What was the testimony of the miracle of the sun standing still in the middle of the sky for a full day (10:14)? What did Joshua do at Mekkedah (10:16-28)? Trace the cities of Libnah, Lachish, Eglon, Hebron, Debir, and the Valley of Aijalon and the Negev on the map. What was the war strategy and the direction of the Israelites at this time?

13. 11:1-12:24. How did the northern kings respond to the news of the defeat of the southern kingdoms (11:1-5)? How did Joshua win the battle against them (11:6-15)? What was the summary of the long war against all the kings of the south and north, east and west (11:16-23)? Why was the war campaign carried out to such an extent as the destruction of all the enemies (ref 11:20)? What do you learn from the repeated command to Joshua to “not be afraid” even when he was in the height of success in the war against the enemies (ref 10:8; 11:6)? What is recorded in chapter 12?

14. What is the conclusion of the record of the successful war campaign of Israel (11:15,23)? What do you learn from the fact that the conquest of Canaan fulfilled what YHWH had commanded Moses? What leadership characteristics does Joshua exhibit? Is Israel's conquest strategy too harsh?

