








Judges Part III





Judges 13-21								  


Key Verse: 16:28, 21:25							





* The birth of Samson (13:1-24)





1.  What did the Israelites do after Abdon’s death? (13:1) What did God do for Israel at this time? (5) How did God reveal his grace to Manoah and his wife and to the nation? (4-24) 





* Samson's marriage and his vengeance (14:1-15:20)





2.  Why did Samson want to marry a Philistine woman? (14:1-7)  What happened on his wedding day? (8-20)  Why and how did Samson kill the Philistines?  How did God help him?





* Samson's sin and his death (16:1-31)





3.  What was Samson’s weakness? (16:1,4)  Why did Samson give in to Delilah? (16,17)


What happened to him as a result? (18-21)   What was God doing at this time? (22)





4.   What did Samson pray when the rulers of the Philistines called him up to perform before them? (28)  What did he do after prayer?  What happened as a result?  What do you learn from him? (29-31)


		


* In those days Israel had no king (17:1-19:30)





5. Read 17:6,18:1, 19:1 and 19:30.  What was the time like?





6.  What did it mean that Israel had no king according to the story of Micah and his mother in 17:1-6?  According to the story of a young Levite and Micah in 17:7-13?  What is the third example of the godlessness of the people of the times recorded in18:1b-19:1?


What was the fourth example of the godlessness of people recorded in chapter 19? (19:2,15,22,23-26,29)





7. What is the need of a king in view of the stories in chapter 17-19?  What is a king? 





* The LORD made a gap in the tribes of Israel (20:1-21:24)





8. Chapter 20 is the war of God's people against their own brothers.  The war resulted in the defeat of  the Benjamites to near annihilation.  How did the misery ever happen?  What was God doing in the misery the people of Israel which was due to their godlessness? (20:18-48) 





9. What do you learn from the record about the presence of the ark of God and of Phinehas the high priest? (27b-28a)





10.  What did the people do after they destroyed the Benjamites? (21:2-5)  How did they help the survivors of the Benjamites to rebuild their tribe? (6-24)  What do you learn from the Israelites in their destruction and help of the Benjamites?





* Conclusion (21:25)





11. 21: 25 is the conclusion of the story of God's judgment as well as of the book of Judges: "In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit." Who can be a king for us?  How can we live before God? What kind of leadership should we pray for in our times?
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