JUDGES PART 3





Judges 13-21							


Key Verse: 16:28; 21:25							





	In chapters 13-21 of the book of Judges are the stories of Samson and of the Gibeah tragedy.  We learn in Samson's story that YHWH worked against the enemy of Israel with vengeance even before the judge emerged on the scene (14:4).  Perhaps there was not a judge in Israel in the period covered by chapters 17-21. But even then YHWH took the burden of their sin and fought against it. 





1.  The birth of Samson (13:1-24)





	13:1 says, "Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, so the LORD delivered them into the hands of the Philistines for forty years."  The sacrifice of Jephthah meant 6 years of peace for the Israelites and they lived 7 more peaceful years under Ibzan, 10 under Elon and another 8 under Abdon.  But the result of the grace of God through the sacrifice of Jephthah and his successors was that the Israelites again did evil in the eyes of YHWH. 





	YHWH is the One and Only. He couldn’t be mistaken by any excuse. Yet the Israelites denied him and rejected him. They deserved the suffering. But in 13:2-5 we learn that YHWH sent a deliverer to them.  Why is YHWH so faithful to his people?  It is because he is the Creator of them.  They can never be separated from him since he made the Covenant with them.  He can not deny himself because he bound himself to the chain of the Covenant.  Because YHWH is always, and because he is unshakable, we are always.  Because YHWH is, the shackle of cause and effect is shattered from our ankle and we are freed again.  In the reading of his judgment of leaving the Israelites in the hands of the Philistines for forty years we rather thank God for his faithfulness.  The most fearful judgment is when God will not contend with man anymore, which is promised to come on the day of the second coming of our Lord Jesus.





	YHWH sent a deliverer through a man who lived in Zorah, named Manoah.  He was from the clan of the Danites, probably the weakest among all the clans, who never defeated their enemy and was confined in a hill for fear of the enemy.  God chose the weak, and even more, an unfortunate one among them, the wife of Manoah, who was sterile and remained childless. God chose Manoah and his wife to reveal his faithfulness to the sterile and fruitless nation. For the purpose of sending a deliverer, YHWH required the couple to set themselves apart to God by abstaining from drinking wine or eating anything unclean.  





	In 13:16b we learn that "Manoah did not realize that it was the angel of the LORD.” That is amazing because the man prayed to YHWH in verse 8 and the angel came to him in response to his prayer.  YHWH sent a deliverer through those who are ignorant of him! Manoah inquired of the angel of YHWH to know God's name so that he could honor God when God's word comes true.  He was gently rebuked by the angel.  "Why do you ask my name? It is beyond understanding."  





	How did YHWH help Manoah to get to know and worship the One who is beyond understanding?  He urged the man to offer a burnt offering, which was an offering for atonement of his sin. Then Manoah and his wife came to the proper knowledge of God.  Manoah confessed that they were doomed to die.  His wife was better. She spoke of the forgiveness of their sins and acceptance of them.  She said, "If the LORD had meant to kill us, he would not have accepted a burnt offering and grain offering from our hands, nor shown us all these things or now told us this."  This couple was delivered from ignorance when they learned the forgiveness of their sins.  The people of Israel would be helped with the same grace through Samson.  We see that hope in 13: 24.  "The woman gave birth to a boy and named him Samson.  He grew and the LORD blessed him, and the Spirit of the LORD began to stir him while he was in Mahaneh Dan, between Zorah and Eshtaol."





2.  Samson's vengeance (14:1-15:20)





	Chapter 14 is about Samson's marriage to a Philistine woman. His parents objected to the marriage because she was an enemy of God's people and YHWH had forbidden the practice. But Samson married her because he liked her (7). He did what was right in his eyes.  In 14:5-18 is the story of how Samson killed a lion and on his way to the wedding found honey in the lion's carcass and entertained his in-laws with a riddle about the lion and the honey and how they cheated him by pressuring their daughter to coax Samson to get the answer to the riddle.  Then Samson went out and struck down thirty of the Philistines and stripped them of their belongings and gave their clothes to his in-laws who had explained his riddle.  After that Samson was so upset that he went back to his father's house. In the meanwhile his wife was given to the friend who had attended him at his wedding.





	In 14:4 we read the author’s comment: "His parents did not know that this was from the LORD, who was seeking an occasion to confront the Philistines; for at that time they were ruling over Israel". YHWH’s will was with Samson though the man was not aware of it. Then YHWH fought for Israel by sending the Spirit to Samson. 14:6a says,  “The Spirit of the LORD came upon him in power so that he tore the lion apart with his bare hands as he might have torn a young goat."  14:19a also says,  "Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon him in power." When they did what was right in their eyes, YHWH was seeking vengeance against the enemy of his people on behalf of them.  While they did what they liked to do, YHWH worked through his Spirit to destroy the enemies of God's people (14:4,6b, 7). Samson burnt the standing grain, together with the vineyards and olive groves of the Philistines by fastening a torch on the tails of 300 foxes (15:3-5). Samson killed a thousand Philistines with a donkey's jawbone when the Spirit of the LORD came upon him in power (15:14-15). After he killed a thousand Philistine men with a donkey's jawbone Samson became exhausted to the point of being unable to defend himself.  Because he was very thirsty, 15:18 says, he cried out to the LORD, "You have given your servant this great victory.  Must I now die of thirst and fall into the hands of the uncircumcised?"  Then YHWH opened up the hollow place in Lehi, and water came out of it.  When Samson drank, his strength returned and he was revived.  So the spring was called En Hakkore, which means caller's spring, and it is still there in Lehi.  Samson was an instrument of YHWH.  The work of the Spirit in power to take vengeance against the enemy of God's people was the secret of the twenty years of Samson's reign as a judge.





3.  Samson's sin and his death (16:1-31)





	In chapter 16 we read the well known story of Samson and Delilah and about his death.  Samson was weak to a beautiful woman (16:1-3).  He did resist Delilah until he was tired to death of her nagging (16:4-16).  Samson had to flee from the lustful desire of his youth into the long patience of the LORD's forgiveness of our sins.  But the man resisted against Delilah.  Eventually he confessed to Delilah God's secret and he was shaved of his hair, and the LORD left him.  Then the Philistines seized him, gouged out his eyes and took him down to Gaza.  Binding him with bronze shackles, they set him to grinding in the prison.





	16: 22 says, "But the hair on his head began to grow again after it had been shaved."  The hair began to grow again when Samson and the Philistines were not aware of it.  As the hair grew, God's grace was growing. One day the Philistines assembled to celebrate their victory over Samson. They made Samson to perform for them to mock the man and his God. "Then Samson prayed to the LORD, 'O Sovereign LORD, remember me.  O God, please strengthen me just once more, and let me with one blow get revenge on the Philistines for my two eyes" (16:28).  Samson admitted his sin and asked for God's forgiveness of himself and of his people.  Then Samson reached toward the two central pillars on which the temple stood.  Bracing himself against them, his right hand on the one and his left hand on the other, Samson said, “Let me die with the Philistines!”  Then he pushed with all his might, and down came the temple on the rulers and all the people in it.  On the roof of the building alone were about 3,000 Philistines.  16: 30b says, "Thus he killed many more when he died than while he lived."  Samson's faith in God's sovereignty was beautiful and even glorious.  We learn from Samson how to pray and what to pray for even when we are in sin and suffer in the consequence of it. That is faith in God. The power of faith in the forgiveness of sin is amazing.  





	We learn from Samson faith in God's sovereignty.  As the author shows in this record we should learn the unshakable faith in our God.  We may go astray but God does his work in and through the people he chose whether that is Israel or Christians.  It seems in the story of Samson the author is saying that God Himself is the Judge who delivered his people. Therefore it is never too late to repent before the Sovereign Judge.  When we repent and surrender to God with faith that he is the Sovereign, God will use those who repent for the deliverance of his people and for his glory.  The author of Hebrews in the New Testament commented that the world was not worthy of the men of faith, and Samson was one of them.  That is why what he achieved in his death is so much praised as a conclusion of his story.  Leadership is not evaluated in the aspect of popularity.  Faith in God meant leadership over God's people. Faith meant for Samson that he believed in God's forgiveness of his sins.  Faith meant that he considered his life, this world, not worthy of the forgiveness of his sin.





4.  In those days Israel had no king (17:1-19:30)





	The author spends the last 5 out of 21 chapters on the events happening to the people of Israel at the end of the period ruled by judges.  Each chapter is headed with the words, "In those days Israel had no king,” (17:6, 18:1,19:1, 21:25). That meant, “everyone did as he saw fit” (17:6; 19:30; 21:25). The author seems to be predicting the monarchical rule of Israel. In light of all the Old Testament up to the Minor Prophets we might say the author is looking forward to the day when Israel is gathered under the rule of YHWH as their King.





* Micah and his mother





	When Israel lived without God, honesty became the standard of morality of the nation.  In the story of Micah we learn what honesty without God, which is human righteousness, is like.  Micah was a young Ephramite.  Once he stole 1100 shekels of his mother's money, a large sum of money.  When he saw his mother uttering a curse he became fearful of the curse.  He confessed to his mother what he did and returned the money.  In the story of his mother's reaction, we learn how the mother and child whose relationship was on the ethics without God, the simplistic black and white approach of life, developed into idol worship.  His mother was moved with the honesty of her son.  She made a cast idol with the silver and gave it back to the young man as a gift.  Now Micah made an ephod and added some more idols to the shrine in his home.  He installed one of his sons as his priest.  The comment of the author on the mother and the young man was that "in those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit."





	Now the idol worship was blended with the worship of YHWH. A young Levite was looking for a place to stay and a job to make a living.  When he met Micah, they struck a deal. The young man got a job and Micah improved his religion by hiring a young Levite, an ordained minister.  Micah hired him in place of the amateurs, his own sons, to serve his shrine as a priest.  In 18:1a is the author's comment on what Micah and the young Levite did.  "In those days Israel had no king."





	We gain an understanding of the comment in what the mother said to her son in verse 3.  For the mother, it was entirely an act of faith to make idols!  We gather another clue in the understanding of the comment in what the son did with the idol.  He made a shrine to commemorate his repentance and his mother's love for him.  We gain an even deeper understanding of the comment in what the young Levite and Micah conspired together.  What alarms us is that the mother, Micah, and the young Levite did everything in the name of YHWH, in the name of worshiping YHWH.  However, none of them were conscious of God.  They were conscious of their own conscience.  Their own conscience was their god.  Nor did they inquire of the word of YHWH. They acted according to their own conscience.





	We should learn to repent before the living God, recognizing him as King, the Sovereign, over our lives as well as God in heaven.  Without recognition of God to be the Sovereign over our lives and our times, we will end up making a private shrine, our children as priests of the idol worship.





* Danites settle in Laish 





	The author tells us a story of the godlessness of the Israelites in chapter 18. As we read in the previous chapters, the Danites did not have their own land until this time because they did not fight the enemies and drive them out.  After a long hesitation and experience of humiliation by the Canaanaites, the Danites found a prey on the naive and innocent weaklings.  The Danites attacked the people in Laish because the land lacked nothing and more than that because the inhabitants were "unsuspecting and secure" and ignorant of what was happening outside of their territory  (18:7).  





	The Danites took possession of Micah's idol during the purely military and political operation and used the idol for themselves.  18:20 tells us that the young Levite who was hired by Micah to serve in the shrine as a priest was a professional priest.  When the Danites overtook the shrine, the priest "was glad."  He put his little children along with the children of the Danites, their livestock and their possessions in front of them, and turned away and left Micah's house.  Micah, of course, was upset and attempted to recover the idol.  But the Danites "were too strong for him," so he "turned around and went back home."  After that, the Danites attacked the unsuspecting people in Laish with the sword and burned down the city.  The Danites rebuilt the city and settled there.  They renamed Laish as Dan after their forefather Dan and they set up for themselves there the idol for their religion.





* The Gibeah tragedy





	The author tells us another story in chapter 19. There was a Levite living in a suburban area in the hill country of Ephraim.  Though he was a Levite his life was not dedicated to the serving of the LORD.  He took a concubine from Bethlehem in Judah.  Verse 2 says, "But she was unfaithful to him."  Then follows the story of her going back to her hometown, him visiting his in-laws to bring her back, and eating and drinking with the in-laws. Because the departure was delayed so long, when the Levite left his in-laws and reached Jebus the day was almost gone.  The Levite, however, feared to stay in Jebus (that is, Jerusalem) because it was an alien city.  They stopped only when they reached Gibeah in Benjamin.  They felt safe because it was the city where God's people were inhabiting.  When they went and sat in the city square, however, no one took them into his home for the night.  Later, an old man took pity on them and invited them to stay in his house.  There, some of the wicked men in the city surrounded the house, threatening to abuse the Levite.  The concubine was given to them and she was raped and abused to death.  The city where God's people were inhabiting was not different from the city of the aliens, in fact, worse.  When God was not sought, God's people were like demons.





	The Levite cut up the dead body of his concubine, limb by limb, into twelve parts and sent them into all the areas of Israel.  Everyone who saw it said, "Such a thing has never been seen or done, not since the day the Israelites came up out of Egypt.  Think about it!  Consider it!  Tell us what to do."  What they said was right. But we also see that when God was not sought there was only bitterness, anger, hatred, vengeance and murder.  





	As a result there arose a war among the tribes of Israel. The other tribes of the Israelites demanded the execution of the criminals, but the Benjamites refused to surrender the criminals.  They instead waged war against the Israelites.  They dared to fight against eleven tribes because they had confidence in their own strength (20:15). They did not practice justice and righteousness.  They did not fear God.





	Was YHWH doing anything in the misery the people of Israel caused with their godlessness?  He judged them.  When the Benjamites rose against them, "The Israelites went up to Bethel and inquired of God.  They said, 'Who of us shall go first to fight against the Benjamites?' The LORD replied, 'Judah shall go first'" (20:18). But the assault of the Israelites against the Benjamites was a failure.  22,000 of them were cut down by the Benjamites.  "The Israelites went up and wept before the LORD until evening, and they inquired of the LORD.  They said, 'Shall we go up again to battle against the Benjamites, our brothers?'  The LORD answered, 'Go up against them'" (20:23).  The result was the loss of another 18,000 Israelites. "Then the Israelites, all the people, went up to Bethel, and there they sat weeping before the LORD. They fasted that day until evening and presented burnt offerings and fellowship offering to the LORD.  And the Israelites inquired of the LORD. (In those days the ark of the covenant of God was there, with Phinehas son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, ministering before it.)  They asked, 'Shall we go up again to battle with Benjamin our brother, or not?' The LORD responded, 'Go, for tomorrow I will give them into your hands'" (20:26-28). 





	The result is recorded in 20:35-36a this way: "The LORD defeated Benjamin before Israel, and on that day the Israelites struck down 25,100 Benjamites, all armed with swords.  Then the Benjamites saw that they were beaten."  That was just the beginning of the fall of Benjamin.  20:44-46 say, "Eighteen thousand Benjamites fell, all of them valiant fighters."  "... the Israelites cut down five thousand men along the roads...struck down two thousand more... On that day twenty-five thousand Benjamite swordsmen fell, all of them valiant fighters."  Only 600 Benjamites soldiers survived.





	This miserable history is remembered as the sin of Gibeah  (Hosea 10:9), and the root cause was that YHWH was not the KING of Israel. Each of them did as they saw fit. When they practiced justice according to their own conscience they heaped up more sins against YHWH and pushed themselves into the undoable self-destruction. YHWH did not fail, however. He sent his own Son to take away their sin. That is the hope which is indirectly expressed in the comment that in those days Israel had no king and everyone did as he saw fit.





* Wives for the Benjamites





	"The people went to Bethel, where they sat before God until evening, raising their voices and weeping bitterly.  'O LORD, the God of Israel,' they cried, 'why had this happened to Israel?  Why should one tribe be missing from Israel today?'"  "Now the Israelites grieved for their brothers, the Benjamites.  'Today one tribe is cut off from Israel'" (21:2, 3, 6).





	"Early the next day the people built an altar and presented burnt offerings and fellowship offerings." Then the Israelites asked, "Who from all the tribes of Israel has failed to assemble before the LORD?"  For they had taken a solemn oath that anyone who failed to assemble before the LORD at Mizpah should certainly be put to death.  The Israelites discovered that no one from Jabesh Gilead had come to the camp for the assembly.  The Israelites assembly sent 12,000 soldiers to Jabesh Gilead and put to the sword those living there, including the women and children. The Israelites saved 400 young women from Jabesh Gilead who had never slept with a man, and they took them to the camp at Shiloh in Canaan.  Then the whole assembly sent an offer of peace to the survivors of the Benjamites.  The young women were given to the Benjamites to rebuild the tribe.  When the number of women was less than they needed, they instructed the Benjamites to steal the girls of Shiloh to marry them.  That was how the Israelites did not compromise with the Benjamites in the time of God's judgment on the tribe, and yet helped the tribe to survive.





	We learn the reason of and the answer to the great confusion of our times in the record of the fall of the numerous precious young warriors and in the story of the wives for the remaining Benjamites. YHWH himself is the hope of deliverance from the sin of rejection of him. We should not be discouraged. Rather we should be all the more encouraged that God’s own people may be restored to YHWH by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 





	 This means we submit ourselves for the Lord's sake to every authority instituted among men. We take courage to do good to silence the ignorant talk of foolish men. We live as free men, but do not use our freedom as a cover-up for evil;  we live as servants of God.  We show proper respect to everyone. We love the brotherhood of believers. We fear God. We honor the rulers. We consider ourselves as slaves. So we submit ourselves to our masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh.  For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he is conscious of God. In summary, we are called to bear the sins of our times and live for righteousness.





	What was Christ's example for us to follow? "He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth." “When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats.  Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. In the course of such a courageous life in faith to honor God as God, we should consider Christ and his example. We will not grow weary and lose heart. "For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls." (1 Pe 2:25)  We are restored to the Covenant by the grace of the Lord Jesus. How can we lose it?


