Judges Part II





Judges 6:1-12:15							   


Key Verse: 6:14, 11:29							   





*  Gideon’s calling (6:1-24)





What happened to the Israelites after 40 years of peace under the rule of Deborah? (1-6) What did the LORD say when they cried out? (7-10)





What was Gideon doing at the time of his calling? What was his doubt? (6:11-13) How was Gideon assured of God? (6:14-24)





*  Gideon saves Israel out of the Midianites’ hands (6:25-8:21)





What was the first work Gideon was told to do? (25-26) How did he carry out the assignment? (27-32) What do you learn from him?





What happened when the news of the rising of Gideon as Israel’s leader reached the enemy? How did Gideon meet the first challenge of his leadership? (33-35) Now what did Gideon do when there was a positive response from his friends? (36-40) What do you learn from him?





What was the size of the camp of the eastern peoples? (12) Why did Gideon choose only 300 men for the battle against the huge enemy? (7:1-8a)





How did Giedeon defeat the enemy with 300 people? (8b-25) What was his secret? (10-15) 





How did Gideon punish those who hindered God’s work and the enemy justly? (8:2,3; 16,17; 19-22) What do you learn from his execution of Zebah and Zalmunna?





*  Gideon’s ephod and his death (8:22-9:57)





When Gideon defeated the Midianites the Israelites asked him to be their ruler. But what did he request? What did he do with the gold? What did Israel do with the ephod? (8:22-27) 





In 8:28 we read that Israel enjoyed 40 years of peace under Gideon. What did Gideon do during the 40 years of peace? (28-32) (One of his 70 sons, Abimelech, who was a son through Gideon’s concubine, a Shechemite, would kill all his brothers because of his ambition to be the ruler and eventually bring the nation of Israel into turmoil.)





What did Israel do after Gideon’s death? (33-35)





What did Abimelech do? What did God do in the time of civil war because of Gideon? (9:1-57; esp. 22-24, 56-57)





What do you learn from the story of Gideon’s life?





*  Tola and Jair





After the time of Abimelech a man of Issachar, Tola son of Puah, the son of Dodo, rose to save Israel. He led Israel 23 years. He was followed by Jair of Gilead, who led Israel 22 years. What do you learn about God through the stories of these men?





*  God Became Angry (10:6-18)





What happened to the Israelites after Judge Jair died? (6) What was God’s reaction to the Israelites’ disobedience? (7) What happened to the Israelites? (8-10) What did the Israelites do? (10)





When the Israelites cried out to God, how did God respond? (11-13) To whom did God suggest the Israelites go to for assistance? (14) How did the Israelites react? (15)





*  A Mighty Warrior From Gilead (11:1-40)





Who was Jephthah? (1) What was unique about his family situation? (2) What did Jephthah’s half-brothers do because of it? Where did Jephthah go? (3)





Why did the elders of Gilead come to Jephthah? (5; ref 1) What did they want him to do? (6) Why might Jephthah, the leader of a band of adventurers, have refused this request? What made him agree to the request? (8-11)





What was the first thing Jephthah did to deal with the Ammonite threat? (12) How did the Ammonite king respond? (13)





How did Jephthah reason that the land was not Ammonite land? (14-27) How had it come into Israelite hands? (21-24) What question did Jephthah ask of the king of the Ammonites regarding their intentions? (26) Why didn’t they take the land earlier? What reaction did this message provoke out of the Ammonite king? (28)





When did Jephthah decide to march against the Ammonites? (29) Just before the battle, what did Jephthah do? (30,31) What was the result of the battle? (32,33)





When Jephthah returned from battle, what happened to make his happy homecoming a miserable and wretched experience? (34) What does verse 35 teach us about the faith of Jephthah? What request did Jephthah grant his daughter? (37) What does the eventual fulfillment of Jephthah’s vow teach us about making vows to God?





*  A Well Deserved Rebuke For Ephraim (12:1-15)





What did the men of Ephraim whine about after the big battle? (1) How did Jephthah’s response to the Ephraimites differ from that of Gideon’s? (4-7; cf 8:1-3)





Who led Israel after Jephthah? (8-15)

















