GOD SAVED THEM OUT OF THE HANDS OF THE RAIDERS

Judges 1:1-5:31

Key Verse: 2:1b,18

*  They never drove out their enemy completely (1:1-2:5)

1. Why did the Israelites want to fight against the Canaanites? (1:1; ref Jos 23:1-5)  

2. Who did the LORD choose? (1:2) What was the result of Judah’s attack on their enemies? (3-18) What was the secret of their success? (Verses 2,4,7 and 19a)

3. Look at the list of the successes and failures of the battles which each of the Israelite tribes experienced (19-36).  

4. What were the reasons that caused the Israelites to be unable to drive out the enemies? (Verse 19,27,35) What did the Israelites do in the situation? (Verses 28,30,33,35).

5. About what did the angel of the LORD rebuke the Israelites? (2:1-5) What was their disobedience? Why was the breaking of the covenant such a serious matter? What was the LORD’s part of the covenant? What was their part of the covenant? What did they do about their part? Why was this such a problem? (cf Dt 20:16-18; Jos 23:15,16).  

6. Therefore, what did the LORD decide to do for Israelites? (3a) What would be the effect of God’s decision as such on the Israelites? (3b)

7. What was the response of the Israelites? (Verses 4,5) 

*  The writer’s prophetic understanding of the period of Israel history (2:6-3:6)

8. What did Joshua assign the Israelites to do? (6) What did the people do under his leadership? (7) But then Joshua died and the whole generation who knew the LORD and what he had done for Israel died. What was the problem of the next generation born after Joshua’s generation had died? (10)

9. What did the new generation of the people of Israel do? (11-13) Why were they attracted to Baals?

10. What did the LORD do to the Israelites? (14a) So what happened to the Israelites? (14b,15) Why should they have been defeated? (ref Jos 23:15,16) 

11. What is the importance of knowing the history of what the LORD had done for us? What is the importance of a Bible teacher? What is the importance of teaching children about the LORD’s work in our lives? What does the example of the Israelites tells us about the reason of the distress of our times? 

12. Why did the LORD raise judges after he had put his hand against the Israelites? (15b,16) What was the Israelites’ reaction to the judges? (17a) What was the explanation of the reason of the rejection of the Israelites of the judges? (17b) What did the LORD do by raising the judges for the Israelites? (18) Why did the LORD save his people from the enemies? (18b)

13. How did Israel respond to God’s great compassion on them? (19) What did the LORD say he was going to do with the disobedient Israelites? (20,21) In what way did the Lord use the enemies? (22) What was the historical testimony that showed the LORD’s intention to test Israelites? (23)

14. What were the two purposes for which the LORD had left the enemy nations around Israel? (3:2,3) Who were the enemies? In what way can the two purposes be viewed as the same and one? What does 3:2,4 tell us of the warfare we are engaged in? (ref Eph 6:16-20) How did the Israelites fare in their test? (3:5,6)

*  Othniel, Ehud and Shamgar (3:7-31)

15. What was the situation of the time when Othniel was called? (7,8) Who was Othniel? What was his leadership? (10)

16. Ehud was a judge whom God raised after the death of Othniel. What happened after Othniel died? (12-14) Why did the loss of the city of Jericho, the City of Palms, make the defeat of the Israelites even more bitter?

17. Who did the LORD give the Israelites to deliver them? Who was Ehud? How did Ehud fight for Israel? What did Ehud do during the time of the Moabites’ occupation of the Israelites? What do you learn from his preparation of a sword? What do you learn from the way Ehud fought for Israel?

18. What did Ehud do when he successfully escaped to Seirah? (26-29) What was the result? What do you learn from Ehud? What do you learn from the fact that his leadership meant peace for 80 years for the Israelites?

19. What do you learn from Shamgar’s leadership? (31)

20. What do you learn from Othniel, Ehud and Shamgar? 

*  Deborah (4:1-5:31)

21. What happened to the Israelites after Ehud died? (1-3) What did Deborah do in those days? (4-5) When the time came she called Barak, a mighty man, to fight against God’s enemy. What do you learn from her leadership?

22. What did she say when Barak asked her to accompany him? (8-10) How did Deborah defeat the enemy? (11-23) What do you learn from her?

23. On that day Deborah and Barak son of Abinoam sang a song. What do you learn from their song about the time, about the attitude of the princes of the Israelites and about Deborah’s leadership in the times? (2,3,7,9,12,20,23-30) What do you learn about the secret of her leadership from verse 31?
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