2 Samuel Part 2

(David under YHWH’s judgment on his sin)

2 Samuel 11-24

Key verse: 

1. 11:1-27. Why did David stay at Jerusalem when his people went to war against the Ammonites? Who was Bathsheba (cf. 2Sa 23:39)? How did he take note of her? What did David do? Why couldn’t he hide the immoral affair? How did David try to conceal the matter? Why did he not succeed? How did he manipulate the situation to make Uriah get killed in the battle? What did David do after Uriah’s death? What was wrong with David’s conduct regarding Bathsheba (11:27b)?

2. 12:1-31. Why was David’s conduct regarding Bathsheba and Uriah counted as the sin against YHWH according to Nathan’s rebuke in 12:1-10 (cf. Dt 17:17; 17:20; Ex 20:13-14) What was YHWH’s verdict on David’s sin (12:11-14)? What do you learn from David in 12:15-23? What do you learn from the way YHWH treated David in 12:24-25? What successful military campaign was achieved during this period of David’s life? What do learn you from reading chapters 11-12?

3. 13:1-39. Who was Amnon? Who was Tamar? What did Amnon do to Tamar? What was David’s reaction to the tragic event (13:21) Who was Absalom? How long did he wait until he took the matter into his own hands? What did he do? What was David’s reaction to Absalom’s act (13:39)?

4. 14:1-33. How did Absalom return to Jerusalem? How could he be accepted by David again? What do you learn from David’s judgment in 14:11? What do you learn from his concession in 14:21? From his acceptance of Absalom in 14:33? 

5. 15:1-37. How did Absalom’s conspiracy gain strength? What did David do at the news of Absalom’s conspiracy? Why did David flee? Why then did he send Hushai, an emissary, to frustrate Absalom’s conspiracy? What did Absalom do in Jerusalem? What do you learn from David in time of crisis caused by his sin, particularly in 15:30?

6. 16:1-17:29. Who was Ziba? How did Ziba act during this time of crisis? How did David treat the servant? How did Shimei act against David? How did David react to Shimei? What do you learn from his words in 16:11,12? How did Hushai help David? How did Shobi help David? What do you learn from 17:14?

7. 18:1-33. How was Absalom killed in the battle? How did David react to the news of Absalom’s death? What do you learn from David?

8. 19:1-20:25. Why did David stop mourning for Absalom? How did David win the hearts of the tribe of Judah to welcome him? How did he accept Shimei, Mephibosheth, Ziba, Barzillai? Why did there arise an argument between Judah and the ten tribes of Israel? What did Sheba do by taking opportunity of the conflict between Judah and the other tribes of Israel? Why was the rebellion caused by Sheba a more serious problem than the crisis by Absalom? What did David command Amasa do? How was he killed by Joab (cf. 19:13)? How did Joab quell the rebellion caused by Sheba? Why did David retain Joab to be the commander of his army (cf. 1Ki 2:5-6)?

9. 21:1-14. What did David find that the cause of the famine was? How did David make amends for the Gibeonites? What do you learn from 21:3,4? What do you learn from his sparing Mephibosheth? From what he did to Rizpah? 

10. 21:15-22:51. Name the generals of David who rescued David and Israel and what they did in the wars against the Philistines (21:15-22). Summarize what David learned in his life of faith in YHWH from his song of praise.

11. 23:1-24:25. What is the point of the last words of David (esp. 23:5b)? Describe David’s mighty men, the Three, Abishai, Benaiah, and the Thirty. What did YHWH do because he was angry with Israel? What were the three options of punishment? Why did David choose to fall into the hands of YHWH? How did David meet YHWH’s anger against Israel? What do you learn from David?

