2 Samuel Part 2

(David under YHWH’s judgment on his sin)

2 Samuel 11-24

Key verse: 23:5

“Is not my house right with God? Has he not made with me

an everlasting covenant, arranged and secured in every part? Will 

he not bring to fruition my salvation and grant me my every desire?”


We may summarize the content in the second half of 2 Samuel as David’s story under YHWH’s judgment on his sin. But the story is complex, and it is not easy to grasp the understanding of it. David’s behavior in the complex situation raises many questions in the minds of readers. It requires a mature mind and lifetime devotion in order to have a grasp of the in-depth understanding of David and of the story. 


What then can we do in the limited time of about thirty minutes? We may go through the content by following the thread of the consistent theme of the hope that dominated David’s mind in the complex development of his life experiences. David knew that he was right with God because of God’s grace on him. He also knew that the amazing grace of the acceptance of a mere man bears in it the promise of fruition, the redemption of all people. David dwelt in this hope as he was forced to meet all the challenges that came to him and his people by his own sin and sins. When we view David from the perspective of his profound trust in the truth of the forgiveness of sin, we gain more than just the understanding of his seemingly inconsistent behavior. We gain an insight into God’s own mind and heart of how he deals with us. We will have a brief review of the story, therefore, with David’s hope in mind. I hope this study may open our minds to David’s hope that we, too, may live with it.

1.  David’s Sin (11:1-12:31)


The story of the second half of 2 Samuel unfolds with David’s sin of adultery and murder. He slept with Bathsheba, whose husband was Uriah, one of the thirty mighty men who gave their lives to support and serve David. In order to conceal his adultery, David brought Uriah back from the battlefield so the general would sleep with his wife. But the general refused to go home because, as he said in 11:11, “The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in tents, and my master Joab and my lord’s men are camped in the open fields. How could I go to my house to eat and drink and lie with my wife? As surely as you live, I will not do such a thing!” In a few days David would murder Uriah by setting a trap. He made Joab leave Uriah in a fierce battle alone. He murdered one of his bravest, truest and most loyal soldiers and friends. But he had no regret. When the general was killed David took Bathsheba as his wife. We cannot believe that David would commit such a monstrous crime. It was not only one sin that David committed, but a long black chain of sins: idleness, selfishness, covetous​ness, adultery, deception, treachery, and murder—one after the other in quick succession.


But we may ask what was wrong with David’s conduct regarding Bathsheba? Wasn’t he a king? And was it not common for a king to do such a thing? 11:27b says, “But the thing David had done displeased the LORD.” David was wrong with YHWH. But we may ask again, how did David displease YHWH? Nathan the prophet quoted to David, “I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. I gave your master’s house to you, and your master’s wives into your arms. I gave you the house of Israel and Judah. And if all this had been too little, I would have given you even more. Why did you despise the word of the LORD by doing what is evil in his eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be your own. You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own (12:7-10).”


When David admitted that he had sinned against YHWH, Nathan pointed out another aspect of David’s crime. He said in 12:14, “But because by doing this you have made the enemies of the LORD show utter contempt, the son born to you will die.” We do not know who the enemies of YHWH are. But it is clear that David brought great reproach upon the name he bore and the position that he occupied. We can imagine, for example, the look on Joab’s face when he read the letter which Uriah handed him from David. He might have remembered how angry David was with the murder of Abner. But now David was doing even worse! He would have despised David and the God of David.


We do not have time to have an interpretation of YHWH’s verdict. If someone thinks of the verdict as the protection of human rights, or the ban on immorality, let it be so to that person. But we may better remember the verdict and learn from it as we grow in the understanding of the Bible. 


When David confessed that he sinned against YHWH, Nathan replied, “The LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to die” (12:13). We may be just surprised with the verdict though we are used to the gospel of the forgiveness of our sin. We may understand the death of the boy who was conceived by adultery in a week as punishment. But we are puzzled with the record in 12:24-25. After the death of the baby boy, “Then David comforted his wife Bathsheba, and he went to her and lay with her. She gave birth to a son, and they named him Solomon. The LORD loved him; and because the LORD loved him, he sent word through Nathan the prophet to name him Jedidiah.”


What should we learn? 11:27 says YHWH was displeased with David. That is why the boy died. But now we read in 12:24 that YHWH loved the second boy conceived by Bathsheba. After all, the first boy didn’t do anything wrong by himself. Why was he punished because of David and the second was loved regardless? The Bible doesn’t give us an answer. That is a subject for the scholars in law schools to study. What we learn in 12:25 is the profound truth that God is love. We often say God loves us in spite of our sins. But here we should learn that God loves. That is what it truly means that his love is unconditional. If we see that the sun rises over the sinners and the righteous alike, and that rain comes to us with no discrimination, and that death comes to us all, we may already have seen the truth that he is unconditional to us. He is God of the sinners as well as of the righteous, and he meets us with love. Then why is there punishment, or we might say, why does he let the consequence of sin come to us? The apostle John answered that, saying that we are already condemned when we do not trust God who loves us. The truth that God is love is our salvation indeed, and it was shown to David when Solomon was born to him through Bathsheba. Praise God who meets sinners with love.


When we see God who does not fail to love, we are not surprised with the successful military campaign that was achieved during this period of David’s life. He captured Rabbah.

We learn from this passage David’s repentance also. David’s sins had so seared his conscience that he did not perceive a picture of his own black deed in Nathan’s inspired parable until these words rang through his brain like a pistol shot: “You are the man!” Then he saw his crime in its entire dimension. His remorse and anguish and penitence during this time are well expressed in Psalm 51. In another psalm he said his bones had no soundness because of his sin (Ps 38). His bones were out of joint, and his heart had turned to wax. It had melted away within him (Ps 22). He couldn’t sleep, as he lay prostrate on the earth all night before YHWH. During the days of fasting while Bathsheba’s child lay at the point of death, David realized everything, saw everything in its true light, and cried out to God for mercy and pardon and cleansing. “Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge. Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me” (Ps 51:4-5). 


But on the seventh day the child died, as was prophesied by Nathan (12:18). 12:20 says, “Then David got up from the ground. After he washed, put on lotions and changed his clothes, he went into the house of the LORD and worshiped. Then he went to his own house, and at his request they served him food, and he ate.” Why did he behave like that? He answered, “While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept. I thought, ‘Who knows? The LORD may be gracious to me and let the child live.’ But now that he is dead, why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I will go to him, but he will not return to me.” Though the consequence of his sin resulted in the death of the boy, David knew throughout all the trial that he had been forgiven and restored to YHWH’s favor. David saw the Lord always before him (Acts 2:25) by the reminder of God’s word.

2.  David in the Absalom crisis (13-20)


In these chapters is described the fulfillment of the prophet Nathan’s denunciation, and the reaping of the seed which David had sown. Shame, dishonor and murder were committed in David’s own family circle. While his own sins had been done in secret, those of his children were before all Israel. David also began to see the fulfillment of God’s Word, that the sword would rise up against him. The prophecies of 12:11-12 came to pass in all their revolting details. In his children’s ways, David was brought to understand something of how he had pained YHWH. In addition to all this, David had to bear the alienation of his people, the cursing of his subjects, the humiliation of his wives and the hatred of his son.


Amnon, one of his sons, raped Tamar, one of his daughters. Absalom killed Amnon and then fled. By the help of Joab, Absalom returned to Jerusalem. No sooner was Absalom restored to his former position of favor than he began to plot to get the throne. The first thing he did was to make himself conspicuous by appearing in pomp (15:1). Absalom not only attracted great attention to his appearance, but set about convincing the people of his sympathy and interest in their affairs. He intimated that David was not giving them a fair deal and suggested the improvements that he would make in the government if he were king (15:2-5). David had always been a kind, indulgent, loving father who had shown special mercy and favor to this son. Yet Absalom went about deliberately stealing the hearts of the people from the faithful old king, who did not suspect either the treachery of his son or the changeableness of his subjects.


Four years later, under the hypocritical assumption of piety, Absalom obtained his father’s permission to go to Hebron. But instead of paying a vow to YHWH, he sent out spies to all the tribes of Israel, ordering them to declare him king in Hebron at the sound of the trumpet. The Israelites quickly gathered around the prince. The conspiracy grew steadily stronger, with some of David’s chief men joining the ranks, including Ahithophel, David’s trusted friend and counselor (15:12,31; 16:15).


But many true hearts in Israel would not desert David in the day of trouble. They were ready to lay down their lives for David. But David had nothing to offer his followers save hardship and wandering. It is noticeable that David submitted to YHWH in all the troubles attending him, and that was what he offered to his followers. When he heard the news of Absalom’s revolt David urged his people to flee with him. When Shimei cursed David, he took it as YHWH’s rebuke. It was during this sad period that David wrote some of his psalms, among them the third, fourth, sixty-second and sixty-third. When we read the third psalm, for example, in connection with his flight from Jerusalem, we gain an insight into David’s real character—that of trust in God under all circumstances. 


Absalom did not occupy the throne at Jerusalem for very long. Soon he was killed by Joab in battle and David was restored to his throne. But when the messengers came running to tell David that the victory was his and that he was again the undisputed monarch of this great nation, he asked, “Is the young man Absalom safe?” (18:29). When he heard the news of Absalom’s death, he wept and said, “O my son Absalom! My son, my son Absalom! If only I had died instead of you—O Absalom, my son, my son!” (18:33). He would give his kingdom and his very life for Absalom. David had won a war and regained a throne, but he had lost his son. Unmindful of all else, he gave himself up to his lament. David revealed what YHWH did with his people. He would eventually give up his own glory for his own. 


Instead of going directly to Jerusalem and taking possession of the capital, David preferred to wait until he had been invited to the throne by his people. Now Judah, David’s own tribe, had not joined David. Perhaps Judah was afraid because it had been foremost in Absalom’s rebellion. Both Hebron, where Absalom was first proclaimed king, and Jerusalem were in the tribe of Judah. But David sent friendly word to Judah to inquire why they had not joined in the national movement to recall him. He reminded them of their close relationship to him and, as if to prove to them that he was willing to forgive and forget all the past rebellion, he advanced Amasa, who had been at the head of Absalom’s army, to the highest military position. This completely won the hearts of the men of Judah, who sent David a hearty invitation to return and promptly followed the invitation by hurrying to meet him and conduct him back.


But the other tribes had yet to give their full assent, and therein arose another problem. The jealousy of the men of Israel, because they had not been consulted in regard to escorting back the king, caused a quarrel with the men of Judah (19:41-43). This might have been peacefully adjusted if Sheba had not blown the trumpet of sedition at just the critical moment and succeeded in inducing the men of Israel to leave David and follow him. That rebellion was short lived however, and David was then acknowledged king over all the nation again. During the years of the Absalom crisis, and when the crisis was over, David depended on YHWH and submitted to him. 

3.  David’s last years (21-24)


In chapters 21-24 is the record of what David did in his last years. In chapter 21 is what David did to undo the wrongs on the Gibeonites. The lives of the Gibeonites had been secured by an oath which had been made in Joshua’s day (Joshua 9:19). Saul broke this oath, although the Bible does not record the events of this violation. As a result there came a famine in David’s time. David gave over Saul’s sons, but saved Mephibosheth, “because of the oath before the LORD between David and Jonathan son of Saul” (21:7). David dealt with the matter of the sin of Saul as a servant of YHWH. When they had done all that the king commanded, God afterward answered the prayers for the land.


In 21:15-22 is the record of how David fought against the Philistines by the help of his generals and won the war for God’s people Israel (21:15-22). In his song of praise in chapter 22 we learn that David knew YHWH personally. There is more than that. 

The song takes us beyond David’s experiences and seems to be speaking in a prophetic manner of the sufferings and triumph of Christ. Surely the word pictures describe Christ’s mighty conflict and victory over death better than they describe any experience of David’s. We can be sure of such a view of David’s song because of his words, for example in 23:5, that he was prophesying here. 


Thirty-seven heroes are honored in the list in chapter 23:8-39. The record cites exactly what each one of these mighty men did. Some did less and some did more, but every service is carefully recorded. David’s special favorites seem to have been the three mentioned in verses 13-17. He refers to them as “the first three” (see verses 19,23). They are recorded as the servants of YHWH.


The last chapter of 2 Samuel is very interesting. We notice that the numbering of the people was considered sinful in the judgment of God, in the judgment of Joab, and finally, in the judgment of David also. The plague was sent in punishment for David’s sin of numbering the people. In 1 Chronicles 21:1 it says that Satan moved him to it, while 2 Samuel 24:1 says that God moved him to it. We may understand that Satan was used as God’s agent. At any rate David was convicted of sin. The sin lay in the motive. David had let pride creep into his heart. He wanted to make a good showing among the nations, and there was a tendency to trust in numbers rather than in God alone. In 24:17 he acknowledges his sin and asks the punishment be on himself rather than on his people.


2 Samuel closes with David’s purchase of the threshing floor of Araunah, on Mt. Moriah, which afterward became the site of the temple. It was here where hundreds of years earlier Abraham found God’s substitution of the ram in place of Isaac. It was there now David’s sin had been blotted out, and it will be the place which declares God’s work of salvation of all people by the sacrifice of his Son.

