2 Samuel Part 1

(David the king)

2 Samuel 1‑10

Key verse: 7:13  

1. 1:1-27. What was David doing when Saul died in the battle against the Philistines at Mount Gilboa? What was the news the young Amalekite brought to David? What was the flaw in his story (cf 1 Sam 31:4)? How did David and all the men with him respond to the news (cf  1 Sam 24 and 26)? What is the content of the lament of the bow? What do you learn from David?

2. 2:1-7. How did David move to Hebron from Ziklag? What happened to him there? What was the first thing David did as the king of Judah?

3. 2:8-3:5. What was the political development which made David not allowed to rule over Israel though he had been anointed to be the king over the nation? What happened at Helkath Hazzurim? How did Asahel die that day? What was the result of the battle that day (2:30-31)? What was the tragic element of the battle (2:27)? What was the result of the long lasting civil war (3:1)? How many sons were born to David in Hebron during the period of civil war? What was the potential problem which the birth of the many sons by many different wives might bring in David’s coming dynasty?

4. 3:6-38. Why did there arise a conflict between Abner and Ish-Bosheth (3:6)? How did Abner defect to David? What did David demand of Abner as a condition to accept his defection? How did David welcome Abner? How was Abner murdered? Why did Joab kill Abner? How did David react to the murder of Abner? What do you learn from David?

5. 4:1-5:5. How was Ish-Bosheth murdered? How did David respond to the two men who had murdered Ish-Bosheth? What do you learn from his reasoning to put the two murderers to death, especially from verse 9? What did the tribes of Israel do to David when Abner and Ish-Bosheth died? How old was David when he became king of Israel? How long did he reign?

6. 5:6-6:23. How did David consolidate his power in three important ways (5:7; 5:25; 6:17)? How did David conquer Jerusalem? What impact did the conquest of Jerusalem bring to David (5:8-16)? How did David defeat the Philistines from Gibeon to Gezer? What happened at Perez Uzzah to halt David’s first attempt to bring the ark to Jerusalem? What encouraged David to try to bring the ark to Jerusalem again? How did he bring the ark this time? What does his word to Michal tell us of the reason for his joy to bring the ark to Jerusalem? Why do you think the presence of the ark in Jerusalem was considered by David crucial?

7. 7:1-29. Why did David want to build a house for YHWH? What were the three elements of YHWH’s answer to David? What is the point of David’s prayer of thanksgiving? In light of David’s understanding what is significant in YHWH’s promise to David (cf Ge 12:1-3; 22:18; Isa 11:1-16; Jer 30:9; Mic 5:2; Ps 110; Matt 1:1)?

8. 8:1-10:19. List David’s victories recorded in 8:1-14. How did David make an organizational structure for his kingdom (8:16-18)? How did David treat Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan, the grandson of  Saul? Why did David treat him well? Why did David go to war against the Ammonites? How did he win the war? In what way does 8:15 summarize David’s reign?

