2 Samuel Part 1

(David the king)

2 Samuel 1‑10

Key verse: 7:13  

“He is the one who will build a house for my Name,

and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.”


We remember that 1 Samuel was mainly about David the fugitive under the reign of King Saul. 2 Samuel is about the reign of King David: 1-5:5 tell us of David’s accession to the throne of the king over Israel. 5:6-10:19 is about David’s reign as the King of Israel. However we can easily take note that this book does not pretend to be comprehensive. It is the record of some highlights of David’s career as king of Israel. Some events not recorded here, but that occurred at the same time, are found in other books, such as 1 Chronicles. For study on the biography of David one should read 1 Samuel to 1 Kings 2:11, 2 Chronicles 11-29 and many of the Psalms attributed to his name. There are about fifty-eight New Testament references to David.


Of the many rich ingredients of the narrative of 2 Samuel, which deserve a careful study, we will focus on David’s dependence on YHWH, the God of Israel, in his accession to the throne as king over Israel and in the exercise of his kingship. David is recognized as one of the great soldiers in history as is attested in the many successful war campaigns against the enemies of Israel, recorded, for example, in chapter 8 and in chapter 10. However as we read through his record in 2 Samuel we are led to see a man who was weak though he was the anointed king (3:39) being torn by the factions of the nation, yet who did not fail to be kind to his enemies (1:18; 4:11; 9:7). In other words, we do not see a powerful conqueror, a man of strong leadership in the conventional sense, such as the many Assyrian kings who expanded their rule through a near thousand year campaign, Julius Caesar, Alexander the Great, or Genghis Khan. As today’s key verse shows we see a man who was established by YHWH to be the king over his own people and to be the man who was used by YHWH to lay the foundation for the coming Messiah who would save all people on earth in all generations. As YHWH guided him step by step David depended on YHWH 100%. Of course David was not perfect. At times he was ruled by his own desires. For example, he was brutal to his enemies (8:2). He would not admit error (19:29), and practiced deception (1Sa 21:2), he murdered a husband to take the man’s wife (11:27). But David returned to YHWH and sought God every time when he was rebuked. He was not perfect, but he was indeed the righteous. The object of our study is that God may raise up kingly servants of him like David, namely a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God.

1.  David’s accession to the throne of the king over Israel (1:1-5:3)


In this part of the book we read the highlights of what David did in the course of his accession to the throne of the king of Israel. Though David was anointed to be the king over Israel he remained a fugitive until Saul’s death. Even after the death of King Saul it took time for David to be the king over Israel. He would be accepted as the king over Judah in chapter 2 and only after much bloodshed in the civil war he became king over Israel in chapter 5. 2 Samuel chapter 1 provides us a story of how David entered the beginning of the long and painful transition of kingship: David mourned over the death of Saul and of Jonathan. Though he remained a fugitive until that time because of Saul, and therefore, the news of the death of his archrival could have been good news, David met the news of the violent death of Saul with lamentation. His attitude reveals the tenderness of the heart of David. His heart did not become hardened or bitter because of his longsuffering by Saul. How could be so strong? What was his secret? Or we may ask, as some contemporaries suspect the attitude as a political gesture, why he expressed such a deep and genuine sorrow at the news.


1:1 tells us what David was doing when Saul died in the battle against the Philistines at Mount Gilboa. David had just returned to Ziklag, his headquarters, from his campaign against the Amalekites to rescue his own people. On the third day of his arrival a young Amalekite brought news of the deaths of Saul and Jonathan to David. Though the news of the deaths was true there was some flaw in his story (cf. 1Sa 31:4) and David had no way to know the deception. Perhaps the young man knew the rivalry between Saul and David. Maybe he wanted to get some reward from David. To the surprise of the clever young man David and all the men with him responded to the news with sorrow and lament. 1:11,12 say, they “took hold of their clothes and tore them. They mourned and wept and fasted till evening for Saul and his son Jonathan, and for the army of the LORD and the house of Israel, because they had fallen by the sword.” To make him even more startled David had him executed for killing the LORD’s anointed. 


Then David wrote the lament of the bow concerning Saul and his son Jonathan. He ordered that the men of Judah be taught the lament. Maybe the people of Israel sang the requiem in memory of Saul and Jonathan for a long period of time. What is the content of the lament of the bow? What do you learn from David?


1:19 David sings, “Your glory, O Israel, lies slain on your heights. How the mighty have fallen!” In 1:20-24 we see that David had a genuine respect and admiration toward Saul the king. In 1:25-27, however, is the most revealing of his tender love toward Jonathan. He sings, “How the mighty have fallen in battle! Jonathan lies slain on your heights. I grieve for you, Jonathan my brother; you were very dear to me. Your love for me was wonderful, more wonderful than that of women. How the mighty have fallen! The weapons of war have perished!” In light of 1:12 we can see that David’s tenderness was because he loved YHWH and loved YHWH’s people, YHWH’s army, YHWH’s servants. He loved Jonathan in YHWH. We learn from David that he remained genuine and tender by the help of YHWH. He never failed to see the glory of YHWH even in the person of Saul who wanted to kill him. For the same reason he never was blinded by the friendly love of Jonathan not to see the glory of YHWH.


As we thought about it we expect David to be the king over Israel automatically since Saul was dead. But that was not the case. Nor did David claim his God given right though everyone knew that he was anointed to be the king over Israel. 2:1-7 tells us how David was anointed to be king over the house of Judah. In fact, 2:1 tells us that David did not make any move and remained in Ziklag even after he heard the news of the death of Saul. It is a natural reaction for us to go back to our relatives in time of crisis. But David did not know whether he had to go up to his own people or where to move to if he had to move. 2:1 says, “In the course of time, David inquired of the LORD, ‘Shall I go up to one of the towns of Judah?’ he asked. The LORD said, ‘Go up!’ David asked, ‘where shall I go?’ ‘To Hebron,’ the LORD answered.” Only then David moved to Hebron with his two wives and with his co-workers. 2:4 says, “Then the men of Judah came to Hebron and there they anointed David king over the house of Judah.” He did not establish himself to be the king over Israel. He did not complain because only his own clan recognized him. He became king of Judah when they anointed him.


When he depended on YHWH he was freed from being consumed by political ambition. He could see that the men of Jabesh Gilead who had buried Saul pleased YHWH. So he said to them, “The LORD bless you for showing this kindness to Saul your master by burying him. May the LORD now show you kindness and faithfulness, and I too will show you the same favor because you have done this. Now then, be strong and brave, for Saul your master is dead, and the house of Judah has anointed me king over them.” That was the first thing David did as the king of Judah. Think about it. The men were loyal to Saul who was his archrival. But in YHWH he did not fail to see that Saul was God’s anointed and they served God’s cause. David lived before YHWH and served God’s cause. He was the king over Judah by God’s anointment, indeed.


2:8-5:3 tells us what David did in the course of political turmoil and much bloodshed through which he was led to be king of Israel. The death of Saul did not immediately clear the way to the throne for David. The tribe of Judah, David’s own tribe, had acknowledged him as king, but the majority of the people of Israel had not. Crafty Abner capitalized on this crisis. He was the commander of Saul’s army. He knew it was God’s will for David to be the king over Israel. But in case David became king, Abner felt that his chances for military position would be slender. He wanted to retain his own position as captain. But Joab was already David’s trusted commander. Then he saw that if Ishbosheth, Saul’s son, could be kept on the throne, he would have even greater power than he had under Saul because Ishbosheth was a mere figurehead, a weakling whom Abner could control at will. We can detect Abner’s crafty ambition in 3:6-11.


As a result there arose a continual war between the house of Saul and the house of David. The story of what happened at Helkath Hazzurim is the illustration of the tragedy of the civil war. Abner and Joab met at the place with their soldiers. Then they agreed to send out some young men to have a fist fight. Twelve men were chosen from each side. “Then each men grabbed his opponent by the head and thrust his dagger into his opponent’s side, and they fell down together. So that place in Gibeon was called Helkath Hazzurim”, which laments over the deadly hostility between brothers. On that day Asahel, Joab’s younger brother, was killed by Abner. 2:30-31 tells us 19 of David’s men were found missing besides Asahel, and 360 Benjamites were killed by Joab. The tragic element of the battle was that the people who were made God’s children for God’s purpose and for God’s hope to bring the kingdom of God on earth hated each other to death (2:27).


3:1 tells us how God’s work to bring salvation still advanced though it meant a long and bitter civil war: “The war between the house of Saul and the house of David lasted a long time. David grew stronger and stronger, while the house of Saul grew weaker and weaker.” 3:2-5 tell us indirectly that it was God’s cause which advanced, though David was actually hindering it. David was sinning at this time. Many sons were born to David by many wives. David’s polygamy violated YHWH’s instructions regarding the kings of Israel (Dt 17:17). This sin contributed to David’s growing insensitivity to God’s moral standards. He will eventually commit the irrevocable sin with Bathsheba (chapter 11). The effect of his sin was not just on himself. Three of these six sons later turned out to be bitter disappointments to David: Amnon (chapter 13); Absalom (chapters 13-18); and Adonijah (1 Kings 1”5; 2:25). Praise God for his grace upon sinners like David and like us.


Eventually there arose a conflict between Abner and Ish-Bosheth. Probably Ish-Bosheth felt threatened by the power of Abner, and perhaps the general wasn’t moral. So the king accused the general of adultery and Abner defected to David. But then Joab murdered Abner and Ish-Bosheth was assassinated by two opportunists. As a result all the troubles were removed for David to become the king of Israel. 3:6-4:12 tells us what David did when he was sandwiched in the many conflicts. When Abner wanted to defect to him. David demanded the general to bring Michal, Saul’s daughter who had been promised to be his wife but was given to another man. Then he welcomed Abner. When Joab murdered Abner he lamented for Abner. He refused to eat. He executed the two who had assassinated Ish-Bosheth and lamented for the slain king.


His demand of bringing Michal by force seems too cruel. His extreme sorrow for the deaths of Abner and of Ish-Bosheth seems more suspicious than genuine. But in his words in 3:38-39 and 4:10-11 we learn a precious lesson from David. On the day of Abner’s death he said, “Do you not realize that a prince and a great man has fallen in Israel this day? And today, though I am the anointed king, I am weak, and these sons of Zeruiah are too strong for me. May the LORD repay the evildoer according to his evil deeds” (3:38-39). David said to the assassins, “As surely as the LORD lives, who has delivered me out of all trouble, when a man told me, ‘Saul is dead,’ and he thought he was bringing good news, I seized him and put him to death in Ziklag. That was the reward I gave him for his news! How much more—when wicked men have killed an innocent man in his own house and on his own bed—should I not now demand his blood from your hand and rid the earth of you.” David was weak and God was strong. He took Michal back to him because she was his wife. He knew Abner never had any love for him. He knew that Abner wanted to be on the bandwagon of the winners. But he accepted all who came to him because they were God’s own.


David was 30 years old when he became king of Judah and after 7 and a half years he became king over Israel. He reigned over Israel forty years altogether. May God raise up young kings, king-like servants. 

2.  David’s three important contributions (5:6-6:23)


The account of David’s coronation in 2 Samuel is very meager—just three verses in 5:1-3. To get an idea of the imposing assembly gathered at Hebron to crown him king over all Israel we should read 1 Chronicles chapter 12, from 12:23. By adding the numbers given, we find the size of the assembly totaled about 340,000 armed men who came from every part of the land; 120,000 of them were from east of the Jordan. They were all of one heart to make David king. They recognized their relationship to him as brothers. They recognized his achievement as their leader. They recognized God’s promise. But the author of 2 Samuel rather concentrates on the three achievements of David in chapters 5 and 6. 


Taking Jerusalem as his capital was one of David’s first acts after his coronation. The city was the hearts and stronghold of the Canaanites, and for hundreds of years had been in their possession. Never in all the years since the days of Joshua had the Israelites been able to cast out these enemies from Jerusalem. The Jebusites had such confidence in their fortifications and walls that they laughed at the idea of David being able to take the city. Nevertheless, David took the stronghold of Zion. From there he extended his influence until the entire land was under his absolute control. In other words, the conquest of Jerusalem was the beginning of the completion of the Covenant of YHWH.


The second work of David was that he defeated the Philistines. The third was to bring the ark back to Jerusalem. During Saul’s reign the ark had been almost forgotten. It had remained in the house of Abinadab who lived at Kiriath Jearim, a few miles from Jerusalem, ever since it was returned from the Philistines many years before. David brought the ark back to Jerusalem and set it up in the tabernacle. Thus YHWH became the center of the people and of the nation of Israel. In his first attempt he failed. Obviously he studied the Scriptures diligently along with his leaders, which they had neglected for a long time. Then they learned how to worship YHWH rightly and were successful in bringing the ark back to the city of Zion. In all his three contributions, David sought YHWH until he could worship YHWH with no hindrance from inside and outside and until YHWH became the center of his people and of his nation. 

3.  YHWH establishes a covenant with David (7:1-29)


In chapter 7 is God’s promise to David and David’s prayer. The most important thing in this chapter is that YHWH established a covenant with David. The covenant would be the continuation of YHWH’s covenant with Abraham, and of the Mosaic covenant, which would bear fruition in the New Covenant. Let’s read 7:13. YHWH would establish David, when David wanted to build a house for YHWH.

4.  The victorious and triumphant king, David (8:1-10:19)


In 8:1-10:19 are the list of David’s victories over his ememies. But the prominent truth of this part is in his kindness toward God’s people. He showed kindness to Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan. However, his kindess was not his own goodness. He feared YHWH. That is shown clearly in what he did with the Ammonites. He showed kindness to the Ammonites first. Perhaps the Ammonites had shown kindness to him when he ran for his life. But when they humiliated God’s own he defeated the Ammonites by sending Joab.

 Conclusion


Let’s read 8:15. Then let’s read 7:13.

