1 Samuel Part two

(Saul)

1 Samuel 13-15

Key verse: 15:22

1. 13:1 How old was Saul when he became king? How many years did he reign over Israel?

2. 13:2-7a. When Jonathan attacked the Philistine outpost at Geba how many soldiers were with Saul and Jonathan? When Saul summoned more troops, how big an army did the Philistines come up with to fight Israel (13:5)? How did the men of Israel respond (7a)? 

3. 13:7b-15. What was the difficulty Saul had to deal with as a commander-in-chief? Why did he offer the burnt offering and the fellowship offering by himself? What did Samuel correct Saul? What was wrong about Saul’s act? What did Samuel predict? How many soldiers remained with Saul at this time? How many deserted the army? Considering such a critical war situation, what do you learn from Samuel’s words to keep the LORD’s command? What is keeping the LORD’s command in this situation?

4. 13:16-14:23. What was the war situation described in the passage of 13:16-22? How did Jonathan upset the odd situation and turned it into a decisive victory (14:1-14)? How did YHWH help Jonathan to further the victory?

5. 14:24-52. What do you learn from the episode in 14:24-46? What else can we learn in 14:47-52 about Saul the king of Israel?

6. 15:1-9. What did YHWH command Saul to do (15:1-3)? What did Saul and his army destroy and what did they spare (15:4-9)?  

7. 15:10-23. What did YHWH tell Samuel? What did the prophet hear when he went to meet Saul? How did Saul greet Samuel? What was Saul’s reasoning to spare good animals (15:15)? What was YHWH’s verdict on Saul’s act? What was Saul’s argument that he obeyed YHWH (15:20-21)? What was Samuel’s reply (15:22-23)? What is obeying YHWH in light of Saul’s argument and Samuel’s reply?

8. 15:24-35. What did Saul confess in 15:24? How did Samuel respond to Saul (15:25-29)? What else did Saul ask Samuel to do in 15:30? How did Samuel serve Saul?

9. As we know, David, his successor, sins greatly, as we shall see. Men like Gideon and Samson are far from sinless. Saul seems far better intended and performing. Why do you think Saul was rejected after all his good service of God’s people as is mentioned, for example, in 14:48?

