1 Samuel Part 1

(Samuel the leader)

1 Samuel 1:1-12:25

Key verse: 12:20

1. 1:1-28. From which tribe was Elkanah? How did he worship the LORD? What was his domestic problem? How did Hannah conceive a son? How did she dedicate her son Samuel to the LORD?

2. 2:1-36. Summarize Hannah’s words of prayer. What did the LORD reveal to Hannah through her bitter experience? How is the wickedness of Eli’s sons contrasted to the growth of the boy Samuel? What was the prophecy against the house of Eli? 

3. 3:1-4:1a. What is the description of the spiritual draught of the time in 3:1? How did the LORD call the boy Samuel? What was the first revelation of the word of the LORD to the boy Samuel? How did the LORD raise Samuel to be “the prophet of the LORD” (3:20)?

4. 4:1b-22. How did the ark of God was captured by the Philistines? How did Eli’s sons get involved and got killed in the war between Israelites and Philistines? What happened to Eli and his daughter-in-law? What is the meaning of each word “Ichabod” and “Ebenezer” (7:12; 4:21)?

5. 5:1-7:1. What happened while the ark of the LORD remained in Philistine territory for seven months? How did the ark return to Israel? What was attested to the Philistines during this time? What is attested when the ark moved from Beth Shemesh to Abinadab’s house at Kiriath Jearim?

6.  7:2-17. How long did the ark remain at Kiriath Jearim? What did Israel do during that time? What did Samuel advice them to do? What happened at Mizpah when Samuel led Israel to worship the LORD? What did Samuel testify at that time (7:12)? What did he mean? How is Samuel’s service described in 7:13-17?

7. 8:1-22. Why did the elders of Israel request Samuel to appoint a king when Samuel’s sons were their judges? What did the LORD tell Samuel? What did he warn Israel through Samuel? Why did Israel refuse to listen to Samuel’s warning? What was the LORD’s answer to Samuel regarding the request of the people of Israel?

8. 9:1-11:15. How did Saul meet Samuel? How did the prophet know that Saul was the king appointed by the LORD? What were the signs which the LORD gave Saul to assure of his appointment? How was Saul appointed in public to be the king over Israel? How was his kingship confirmed?

9. 12:125. Summarize Samuel’s farewell speech. What do you learn from his leadership? How did the Covenant continue according to Samuel’s farewell speech?

