LACK OF TRUTH
Hosea 11:12-14:9
Key verse: 14:1
1. 11:12-12:5. How did northern Israel and Judah act against YHWH? (11:12)  What had the people of northern Israel and Judah been doing to survive in the international power struggle? (11:12-12:2a)  In light of Jacob’s example, what was the problem with their behavior? (12:2b-4)  What was the issue in regard to the Name of renown (12:5; ref. Ge 32:25-29; 35:1-15; Ex 3:14; Jn 3:18b)?
2. 12:6-14. What must Israel do in light of Jacob’s example? (12:6a)  What does it mean to return to their God? (ref. Elohim in Hebrew)  What was the way prescribed by YHWH? (12:6b)  Instead of returning to their God, what did Israel do? (12:7)  About what did they boast? (12:8)  Why would they still boast about their wealth though danger was on the horizon? (ref. 11:12a)  What does YHWH declare regarding his name against their confidence? (12:9a)  What does his name mean to their lives? (12:9b-10)  What did they become when they indulged in the wicked and worthless practice of animal sacrifice? (12:11; ref. 9:15; Jer 7:21-23; 8:22; the Hebrew word for “piles of stones” is gal. Hosea uses the word to mock the practice at Gilgal)  How does Jacob’s example illustrate Israel’s life in Egypt? (12:12)  What was YHWH implying when he used a prophet (Moses) to bring them out of Egypt? (12:13)  Why was Ephraim’s contempt against YHWH taken as “the guilt of his bloodshed”? (12:14)
3. 13:1-16. What happened to Israel when they worshiped YHWH and when they worshiped Baal? (1, 2)  What were they inviting through their sin of being bound to Baal? (13:3)  What is the unchanging truth of YHWH that is with them? (13:4)  How would YHWH, who is Elohim to the Israelites, be their salvation? (ref. Ex 20:3)  What did YHWH do for Israel in the desert? (13:5, 6a)  So what would YHWH do with Israel? (13:6b-8)  Why is YHWH so severe in his treatment of Israel? (13:9)  What other sin does YHWH remind Israel? (13:10)  How did YHWH deal with their sin of rejecting him? (13:11)  What was Israel accumulating? (13:12)  What would YHWH achieve? (13:13, 14a; ref. Ro 8:22; 1 Co 15:54, 55)  What would the people of northern Israel experience? (13:14b-16)
4. 14:1-8. What is YHWH’s final appeal to Israel? (14:1a)  What is the truth of their downfall? (14:1b)  How is this teaching different from Israel’s idea of success or downfall? (ref. 8:2, 14; 12:8; Isa 1:11)  What were their sins? What does it mean that their sins were their downfall? Why must they return to YHWH even when the judgment was promised and inevitable? (ref. 13:15, 16)  What does it mean to “return” to YHWH? What is the prescribed way for their return to be effective (14:2, 3)? What does YHWH promise Israel whom he is going to punish? (14:4-8)  What proofs the trustworthiness of his promise? (ref. 14:1,9b)
5. 14:9. Who is wise? What does it mean that the wise “will realize these things”? Who is discerning? What does it mean that the discerning “will understand them”? What does “the ways of the LORD are right” mean?
