LACK OF MERCY
Hosea 6:4-11:11

Key verse: 7:6

1. 6:4-11. Over what is YHWH lamenting? (6:4)  Why is YHWH so serious about the love of his people being like the morning mist? What did YHWH do with those whose love was like early dew? (6:5)  How did YHWH use his prophets to deal with the unfaithful people? What does verse 5 mean? Why did YHWH judge them with the Word? (6:6)  What is your understanding of mercy? What is mercy according to verse 6? (note that the word is contrasted with sacrifice, is synonymous with “acknowledgement of God” as oppose to burnt offerings; note also that the same Hebrew word “checed” is translated as love in verse 4) Why is the lack of mercy a serious issue? (6:7)  In what way did the people of Israel and the priests repeatedly show that mercy was gone from them? (6:8-10; ref. for Gilead look at Dt. 34:1; Jdg chapters 10-12; 20:1; 2 Ki 15:29: Gilead was a region east of Jordan, not a city; for Shechem look at Josh 20:7; 21:21; Jdg chapter 9)  What is the harvest promised to Judah? (ref Joel 3:13; Jer 51:33)
2. 7:1-7. What was exposed whenever YHWH intended on restoring the fortune of his people? What were the two sins prevalent among the people of the northern kingdom? (7:1)  What did their sins do to them? (7:2)  What were the four things which the princes and the people in the kings’ court did? (7:3-7 illustrate the conspiracy and assassination of kings by which the transfer of political power was done in the northern kingdom) Why was it an issue that none of them called on YHWH?

3. 7:8-10. What was Israel to God? (ref Ex 19:5, 6)  How did Ephraim (northern Israel) mix with the nations? What change, illustrated as “a flat cake not turned over”, has come to him? What was his strength? (ref. Gen 15:1)  What happened to his strength when he mixed with the nations? (7:9)  What was testified against Israel by the weakening of his physical and spiritual strengths? (7:10)  Why was it an issue that Israel did not return to YHWH?
4. 7:11-16. What was Ephraim’s foreign policy? (7:11)  Why is calling on Egypt or turning to Assyria an invitation of woe? (7:12-13)  Who alone is longing to redeem them? (7:13b)  What did the people of Ephraim do when they were in a frustrating situation? (7:14a)  What did they do when they were in peace? (7:14b)  What was the strength which YHWH gave to Israel by his training? (ref. Ex 19:4)  What was the response of his people? (7:15b, 16)  What would be the result? (7:16b)  What was wrong with them as was revealed in their foreign policy? (7:15, 16; ref. Mt 10:16)
5. 8:1-14. The eagle stands for Assyria. The land of Egypt stands for the exiled life. As a result of turning to Assyria for help, Israel would be invaded by the superpower nation. What was YHWH’s directive to Hosea now and how is this order different from the content in 6:4-7:16? (8:1a)  What was the sentence? (8:1b)  What was Israel’s prayer and why would their prayer not be effective? (8:2, 3; ref 2 Tim 3:1,2; Deut 6:5; Lk 10:27)  Explain each of the seven specific ways in which Israel had rejected what is good, YHWH, and why each ethical violation was fatefully fatal. (4, 5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 11-12, 13, 14; ref. 1 Co 6:16; Mal 2:15; Eph 5:30; Ro 6:16, 20-21)
6. 9:1-17. What was the present political, social and economical condition of Israel? (9:1a, 13a; ref. 2 Ki 14:25, 28)  What was wrong with their joy? (9:1b)  What was prophesied regarding their prosperity? (9:2-7a)  Why was the prophet Hosea who was sent by YHWH to be a watchman for them be of no help? (7-9; ref. for Gibeah look Judg 21:25)  What did YHWH recall in 9:10-14? (ref. Num 25:1, 2)  Of what did Gilgal remind YHWH? (ref. Jos 4:19, 24; 5:9-12; Hos 4:15; 12:11)  What was the problem with their corruption? (ref. 9:10, 15)  What would God do with them?
7. 10:1-15. What did Israel do in his prosperity? (10:1)  What was wrong with their heart? (10:2a)  What would be the inevitable fruit of self-deception? (2b-8)  How far does YHWH trace back their sin? (ref. Judg ch.19)  Since Gibeah, what have the Twelve tribes of Israel done to each other? How is YHWH going to punish Israel, which is now divided into two and were hostile to each other? (10:10)  What would be their assignment in the coming difficult time? (10:11, 12)  How did both Israel and Judah invite trouble and how bad would the experience be? (10:13-15 ref. Lev 26:29; 2Ki 6:24-29; Isa 9:20)  What do you learn from the reasoning in verse 11 that YHWH would assign Israel a task along with Judah because Israel was “a trained heifer”?
8. 11:1-11. How long, wide, high and deep was the love of YHWH for Israel? (11:1-4)  Why then, would they end up in exile? (5-7)  How would God solve the dilemma of dealing with the ever disobedient children? (8-11)  What would they learn in exile? (11:9-11; for Admah and Zeboiim ref. Ge 14:8; Deut 29:23)  What does YHWH reveal through the declaration in verse 9, “For I am God, and not man --- the Holy One among you” as a reason for his sudden, abrupt change in his tone?
