LACK OF KNOWLEDGE

Hosea 4:1-6:3

Key verse: 4:6
1. 4:1-3. In what way did the Israelites show their rejection of YHWH? (1, 2)  Explain how the five sins in verse 2 are interrelated to the three charges in verse 1. What was the result? (3; refer to the footnote for the word “mourn”; Deut 28:24)
2. 4:4-6. Why is there no one to deal with the problem of Israel’s sins? (4, 5a)  Why is YHWH left with no choice but to destroy “his people”? (5b, 6)  What is the “knowledge” which the Israelites lacked?  How did the lack of knowledge affect the people? (6a)  What do you learn from the description “my people are destroyed”?
3. 4:7-8. Why were the priests of no help? (7)  Why did the increase of priests rather increase sin? (7)  What does verse 8 mean?
4. 4:9-14. What does verse 9a mean? What would YHWH do with them? (9b)  What foolish activities would the priests and people do? (10-14)  What results from each activity? (10-14a)  What is the sum of their foolishness? (14b; ref. v.10b)
5. 4:15-19. For whom is Hosea praying in desperation? (15a)  What are the warnings given to Judah? (15b; ref. Gilgal was a well known shrine of idol worship; Beth-Aven means “House of iniquity”; the city was originally Beth-El “House of God”, a place allotted to Ephraim, the leading tribe of the Israelites; the northern Israelites made the city a place of idol worship and Hosea ridicules their wickedness by word play)  What are the four reasons that Judah should not follow the example of Israel? (16-19)
6. 5:1-15. To whom is the message in 5:1-7 and 5:8-15 mainly addressing? To whom in particular is the threefold summons issued? (5:1a)  What does it mean that they have been a snare, a net and were deep in slaughter? (5:1b, 2; ref. for Mizpah; Jdg chs. 20-21; 1 Ki 15:22; Mt. Tabor was a notable mountain on the northern Israel soil; an idolatrous shrine was set up on it)  What blocked the Israelites that they couldn’t return to YHWH, their God? (5:4, 5)  About what was Israel arrogant? (ref. Amos 6:1, 13)  What was the problem of their arrogance? (5:5b)  What does it mean that they would “stumble in sin”? (ref. Amos 6:8)
7.  5:6-15. Why would YHWH withdraw himself when Israel seeks him in desperation simply because they “stumble in their sin”? (6, 7)  What does it mean that their New Moon Festivals would devour them? (7; ref. Num 10:10; 28:11-15; Ps 81:3)  Why is destruction promised? (7; Isa 1:13)  What is reminded by the war cry in Gibeah, Ramah and in Beth Aven (Bethel) and the call of Benjamin for counter attack? (ref. Jdg chs. 20-21; 1 Ki 15:16-22; 2Ch 13:2-20)  What would YHWH do with his people who were divided into two kingdoms and were hostile to each other? (9-12)  What would northern Israel and southern Israel do when they lost the war (13)? What was the disease or the “sores” which the mighty Assyria or the great Egypt could not cure? (14; ref 5:4, 5; Isa 1:4-23)  Why would YHWH be like a lion to them?  What would God accomplish by being so deeply involved in the struggle of the corrupted people of Israel? (15)  Explain what YHWH creates by leading Israel to repentance in light of 5:1-15.
8. 6:1-3. What did God urge those people to do who are torn to pieces because of their sin? (1-3)

