Summary of Hosea’s prophecy

1:1-3:5

Key verse: 3:5

I. Prophet Hosea
1. 1:1.Who was Hosea? (1; ref. 7:5)  How did he become a prophet?  What was the word that came to Hosea?  What is “the word of YHWH”?

2. Who were his audience according to the content of the prophecy in the book? (ref. 1:6-7, 11, 5:1, 5; 7:1; 10:5; 11:8; 14:1-9 etc. Take note also that the cities which were mentioned in the prophecy are of the northern kingdom Israel)  How were the two kingdoms, Judah and Israel, related? (ref. 1Ki 11:26; 12:20)  What was the difference between Israel, the northern kingdom, and Judah? (ref. 1Ki 11:26, 32, 36; 12:26-33)  What characterized the succession of rulers of Israel, the northern kingdom, compared to Judah, the southern kingdom, which was ruled by David’s descendants? (ref. 1Ki 11:26; 15:27; 16:9; 16:15-16, 22; 2Ki 9:13, 24; 15:10; 15:14; 15:25; 15:30; 17:4; 17:21-23)
3. When did Hosea prophesy? (1)  With the reference of the names of the kings, how long could have Hosea served in his prophetic office? [Uzziah (783-742 B.C), Jotham (750-735),  Ahaz (735-715), Hezekiah (715-687/6)] [Jeroboam II (786-746); Fall of Samaria and exile of Israel (722/721)] What characterizes the social, political situation of both kingdoms? (ref. 4:1, 2, 7, 13; 9:1; Amos 2:6; 3:15; 4:4, 5; 5:7, 12; 6:5, 6, 12; 8:6)  How was their mutual relationship and with their historical neighboring foes, such as Assyria and Edom and Moab? (ref. Assyria was in a temporary anarchy from 763 B.C. and was inactive between 783-745 B.C.; 5:8; 2 Chrn 26:6-15; 2 Ki 14:25, 28)  What special meaning did the time have on Hosea?
4. What was Israel’s sin? What was the sum of Hosea’s message? What do you learn from Hosea, the prophet in terms of your Christian life?
II. YHWH spoke through Hosea’s marriage (1:2-11)
5. 1:2-3. What did YHWH tell Hosea to do at the beginning of his calling? What was the purpose of the marriage? What do you learn from YHWH’s strange command? What do you learn from Hosea who married Gomer?

6. 1:4-5. What was the massacre at Jezreel? (ref. 2 Ki 9:14-10:36)  What were the three things prophesied through the name Jezreel? Why was YHWH punishing Jehu’s descendants? The massacre occurred in 842, about a hundred years before Hosea’s time. What does this reminder tell us of YHWH? What do you learn from his sentence to put an end to Israel?
7. 1:6-9. What did YHWH speak through the second child of Gomer? What was the discriminating promise to Judah? What did YHWH speak through the third child of Gomer?
8. 1:10-2:1. How will YHWH turn the judgment into the reuniting of Judah and Israel? (ref. The word Jezreel is pronounced in Hebrew as “yiz-reh-ale” similar to Israel)  What is instructed of the people of Israel and of Judah to practice? (2:1)  What do you learn from YHWH’s work of turning the judgment on their sin (1:2) into the complete restoration of Israel even before their division?
III. YHWH will speak to Israel in the desert (2:2-3:5)

9. 2:2-13. Which practice of the people of Israel is likened to ungratefulness and adultery? How would YHWH punish her?
10. 2:14-15. What does the word “therefore” in 2:14 indicate? What does the phrase “in the desert” indicate? What was special about “desert” for Israel? (ref. 15)  What is YHWH going to accomplish in the desert?  How was he going to accomplish the work? (14)  What happened in the Valley of Achor? (ref. Jos 7:1-26)  What does YHWH imply in the prophecy of changing the Valley into a door of hope? In what way can this prophecy be viewed as an extension of the prophecy in 1:11? What is the relevance to us of the experience of the Israel people, both north and south? 
11.  2:16-23. What will YHWH do for Israel “in that day”? When and how would this prophecy come true?

12. 3:1-5. What did the LORD tell Hosea to do to his wife? What was the prophecy conveyed through Hosea who showed his love for his wife? (4-5)  What do you learn from the fact that God had tender love toward Israel (2:14) when he was punishing her, and that he would restore her forever through the love which was at the core of the punishment?
