Summary of Hosea’s prophecy

1:1-3:5

Key verse: 3:5 
“Afterward the Israelites will return and seek the LORD

their God and David their king. They will come trembling

to the LORD and to his blessings in the last day.”
In order to know what the point of Hosea’s prophecy is and what we are doing in the study, I would like to ask you to read 14:1 together with me. “Return, O Israel, to the LORD your God. Your sins have been your downfall.” Today, we will study chapters 1-3 which is the summary of Hosea’s prophecy and for the same reason is the illustration of YHWH who spoke 14:1 to Israel and to us as well.
I. Prophet Hosea (1:1)
Look at 1:1. “The word of the LORD that came to Hosea son of Beeri during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and during the reign of Jeroboam son of Jehoash king of Israel:”  We should begin the study of Hosea’s prophecy by understanding that these words are the word of YHWH that came to Hosea (1:1) and through Hosea (1:2).  What is conveyed through this claim?  Through the word we are united with YHWH just as Hosea son of Berri became Prophet Hosea. This is our prayer in our study of Hosea and that is what we mean to study Hosea. The Bible says that when Jonathan heard David speaking to his father Saul during their first encounter, he became one in spirit with David, and he loved David as himself (1 Sa 18:1). Likewise, those who have ears to hear will acknowledge the word who has come to him through the words of Hosea’s prophecy, and the word will set them free to know YHWH as the word knew him. They will become one with YHWH. What does it mean? 

The difference between Hosea and his father is a vivid answer to this question. Beeri was one of the Joes or Jacks of his time. He came from nowhere and then vanished like a biological accident and was no more. Whether he existed once was no different than whether he did not exist. Hosea was the same. He was born as a son to Beeri. To put his identity in terms of our culture, we might say his full name was Hosea Beeri. But his name was nothing just as he was nothing like his father.  Whether he was Joe Beeri or Jack Beeri, there was no difference, that is, until the word of YHWH came to him. Once the word came to him, Hosea became forever. He lives. He lives as long as YHWH lives. His word was the word of YHWH and the word of YHWH was his word to all men. All creation praises YHWH for the birth of Hosea for through him they heard the word of YHWH. Even his father was saved through him and remained as a father of Hosea. Since he could not have Hosea without his wife, Hosea’s mother is remembered by YHWH forever and lives before him forever and ever. This is a brief, crude and a primitive explanation of what the study of Hosea means for those who have ears to hear. May the word of YHWH that came to Hosea come to you who have ears to hear.

In 1:1b, we also learn that the time when YHWH spoke through Hosea is given a special meaning. The period is marked as “during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and during the reign of Jeroboam son of Jehoash king of Israel.” If we translate the period according to our calendar years, it was between 783 B.C. to 686 B.C. and since Jeroboam the king of Israel died in 746 B.C., we can safely guess that Hosea prophesied for about three to four decades. As we read verse 1 again, we can understand the meaning of the period that it was the time when YHWH revealed himself to us through Hosea his prophet. That was the time specially designed for our salvation. Then, what was the meaning of the names of the kings or their role? They were instruments of YHWH to serve his revelation and make the grace comprehensible for his own in their times and in the following generations. They are remembered and so delivered from being buried in the meaningless chronological time frame. Doesn’t the Bible say it is better to be a door keeper in the kingdom of God than be a king on earth? We need to ask ourselves if this period of our life under the leadership of George W. Bush in Cincinnati in the land of the Unite States of America on this particular Sunday has any meaning? We should remember what Jesus said to his brothers and answer. He said, “The right time for me has not yet come; for you any time is right” (John 6:7).  I often gasp on the way to our early-morning prayer meeting realizing how precious time is for me. It is the time to pray when it is the time for others to sleep. Sometimes I am amazed with each of my breath realizing that when the breath is taken away, I am no more. Then I become prayerful knowing that it is our Lord who gives me each breath. It is by him, to him and through him and for him and because of him I live. When I am reminded of this truth, something like an electric pulse goes down my spine and makes me shiver.
As we think about what the time meant for Hosea, however, we can not entertain such an idle, religious fantasy. We realize that the time was the time of suffering for him. He suffered because his wife was adulterous. He had to buy her back from a whorehouse (3:2) with his hard-earned money. The established religious leaders watched him with hatred and tried to trap him (9:8). If the suffering was just because of these stupid dogs, it could have been endurable. But his suffering was from the discernment of the time. Historically, he began his ministry during the time of prosperity and peace. The period of Jeroboam son of Johoash was the time when Israel boasted her economy at a height almost equivalent to that of Solomon’s time, and its military might was at its zenith (9:1; Amos 6:1). Judah also enjoyed similar success. They were aware of the neighboring superpowers. But they thought they could manipulate these foolish superpowers by diplomatic skills and survive. They prayed a lot, and sacrificed abundantly. They virtually lobbied YHWH. They became confident and as much were arrogant and that much foolish to YHWH. Until the word of YHWH came to him, Hosea was floating down the river of history. It was not too bad an experience though not too great either. But when the word of YHWH came to Hosea, his life became virtually a life of mourning and suffering because he was given the vision of the upcoming judgment which would be beyond the description of “misery” (13:16), which would blot out his people from the surface of the earth.
Now, what can we say? Can we say that it was good or bad that the word of YHWH came to Hosea? We know either answer is foolish though we have lived in the foolish frame of mind to this day. Now we know that we are standing at the cross roads where we should say God or not. We know that the phrase “The word of the LORD that came” in Hosea 1:1 is the same as John 3:16 which says, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son.” We know that the phrase means that God so loved us that he called us to the Bible today. That is what the study of Hosea means to us today. May the study of Hosea be the beginning of the harvest of 120 who are captured by the word. May the memorization of Romans, our 1:1 Bible studies or early-morning prayers or whatever we do because of our conviction of the word be the beginning of our Lord’s harvest of his people in our times (Ro 1:13).
II. YHWH spoke through Hosea’s marriage (1:2-11)
Look at 1:2-3. “When the LORD began to speak through Hosea, the LORD said to him, "Go, take to yourself an adulterous wife and children of unfaithfulness, because the land is guilty of the vilest adultery in departing from the LORD. So he married Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son.” Even to those who reached the conviction of what we stated above, what YHWH told Hosea to do here is challenging to say the least. One of my 1:1 students who began Hosea study stopped here and has been quiet for the last two months. He doesn’t refuse to study Hosea, nor respond. His last statement so far is that he doesn’t understand 1:2. His reaction was understandable because the strange thing about the command is not only in its eccentricity but in the fact that even the purpose is not clear. The reason for Hosea to marry an adulterous wife is that the land is guilty of adultery. That is nonsense. I learned the answer in the Mustard seed group Bible study on this passage. Shepherd Jonas answered that this command was the reflection of what YHWH was doing with Israel, and YHWH asked Hosea to do what he was doing though it was like a death sentence to Hosea.
The “strange” command, indeed strange meaning extraneous, that is, coming from outside of us, therefore, transformed the man Hosea to be a man who participates in the holiness of YHWH in his sufferings as well as in his glory. Indeed, this command was a holy command, which also means different, separated. This command was the grace for Hosea for he was invited into the glorious presence of YHWH before whom all things are cleansed, all things are new. I asked myself if I am not an adulterous person. Then I realized that this command is nothing but the expression of the grace of God who married us from the very act of the creation of the world. I realized that this is the very expression of the grace of our Lord Jesus who came in our midst. Yes, Gomer was an adulterous woman and the children she bore were the children of unfaithfulness. Yet, she was the wife of Hosea and the children were given Hosea’s last name. For sure, this doesn’t mean the abolition of ethics. Rather, this command should encourage God’s own to accept one another in holiness. This command to marry an adulterous wife should also encourage us to give ourselves to the preaching of the gospel of grace. For some reason, as much as the people learn the gospel, they become increasingly self-serving, group-forming, something like an in-grown toe nail. They should heed Hosea’s warning in this prophecy. We encourage people to marry by faith. It is different from arranged marriage or from blind marriage, far from the purpose-driven marriage. It is a decision made by both parties to trust God and accept one another in Christ Jesus. I remember missionary Tony Tsai’s marriage. When I asked him if I could introduce someone to him, he answered, “Sure.” When the first person didn’t seem right, he said no problem. When the second person was introduced, he again said “Sure.” He didn’t doubt though my fallibility was obvious. I realized that he married the Lord before he married his wife. That is why we call the family established by faith a house church. May God establish 10,000 house churches in the USA. May he send out 100,000 missionaries to the ends of the earth. May he raise up 120 who are married to the Lord Jesus.
When the first child was born to Hosea and Gomer, YHWH told him to name the son Jazreel. As each child is special, the first child is special to the parents. Usually, the parents spend much time to find a good and right name for the child. But Hosea was not allowed to have this precious moment of small joy. YHWH told him to name the child, Jezreel, the reminder of the massacre at Jezreel (ref. 2 Ki 9:14-10:36). That was not all. The child’s name was YHWH’s declaration of judgment on Israel. 1:4-5 say, “Then the LORD said to Hosea, “Call him Jezreel, because I will soon punish the house of Jehu for the massacre at Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of Israel.  In that day I will break Israel’s bow in the Valley of Jezreel.” The same thing happened when the second child was born and when the third was born. The second was a daughter and her name was Lo-Ruhama, which mean “I do not love, I do not forgive.” The third was a son and his name was Lo-Ammi, which meant, “You are not my people, I am not your God.”
The naming of the three children is not less a challenge than the “strange” command to marry an adulterous wife. The names and the prophecy in chapter 2 and the story in chapter 3 together give us suspicion that the two younger ones were possibly not of Hosea. But the children didn’t do anything wrong. They were not responsible for their birth. Then why should they bear that stigma in their lifetime? And not just the truth of their own sad story but also of the shameful past of Israel! This is the challenge for us to which we should answer personally for their story is our reality in our society. However, there are a couple of things we can learn here. First, the children were YHWH’s. He claimed them. YHWH chose the children as he did Hosea. They were the bearers of YHWH’s word, a message given to their generation and to the coming generations. Because they were YHWH’s servants, their names will become new at the right time, Jezreel to Israel, Lo-Ruhama to Ruhama, Lo-Ammi to Ammi, to reveal the Lord God Almighty, the Savior of all of us. 

What were the three things prophesied through the name Jezreel? The massacre occurred in 842, about a hundred years before Hosea’s time. Why was YHWH punishing Jehu’s descendants for the sin of their great-grandfather? After all, it was YHWH who told Jehu to massacre Ahab’s family. There have been many theories. But one thing stands out to us. When a man sheds the blood of someone else’s, he will pay with his life and with the life of his children. That is why King David was not allowed to build a house for YHWH though he was the one YHWH said was a man after his own heart. Moses was not allowed to enter the promised land just because he was carried away with his anger, even just one time, toward the absolutely unruly people of Israel. The argument on what YHWH did with Jehu should teach us the fear of the Lord. Whatever we do or have done, we should say by the grace of God we do, have done and we are. We should remember the teaching that we are simply his servants. The Master doesn’t serve his servant because the latter worked in the field all day long. He asks the servants to serve him and wait on him until he finishes his meal. Jehu was a servant by the grace of God. The Bible says he was wicked. He should remember the grace of God for using him though he was wicked. He would be saved along with his children. The second and the third child of Hosea bore the prophecy of YHWH who would restore the people of Israel from their sins. Their problem was not that they lost their status or racial identity. Their problem was that they were in sin. Their sin was their down fall. YHWH involved himself in the matter of their sin of which he had no responsibility. Why did he do that then?  As we read the prophecy of Hosea, we find that YHWH remembers the sin of Baal Peor, the adultery of the people of Israel at the time of Exodus! He talks about an event which happened five centuries before their time! The reminder of the massacre of Jezreel which happened about a hundred years before their time was nothing compared to the reminder of something five hundred years old. What was YHWH doing?
The obvious discrimination in 1:7 and a contradicting prophecy in 1:10-2:1 are revealing. When YHWH called the second child of Hosea, “I do not love, I do not forgive”, he said in 1:7, “Yet I will show love to the house of Judah; and I will save them--not by bow, sword or battle, or by horses and horsemen, but by the LORD their God.” Well, we can swallow his prejudice for he has the right to do whatever he wants to do. That is how we can respond at best and actually that is what many do. But when we read 1:10-2:1, we are simply confused. We do not know what to believe. “Yet the Israelites will be like the sand on the seashore, which cannot be measured or counted. In the place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ they will be called ‘sons of the living God’ The people of Judah and the people of Israel will be reunited, and they will appoint one leader and will come up out of the land, for great will be the day of Jezreel. Say of your brothers, ‘My people,’ and of your sisters, ‘My loved one.’”  Then we learn in our hearts that YHWH was working to save men from their sin through his judgment of their sin (1:2; 14:1) into the complete restoration, as in the case of Israel, restoration to even before their division. The nation of Israel was a servant of YHWH, as well as Ahab, his wife Jezebeel and all those whose names are recorded and not recorded in the Bible. We are reminded of Paul’s teaching in Romans 11:22, “Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God.” 
Most importantly, we should learn what is stated clearly in 2:23 that YHWH was doing all these things for himself. Someone may ask what business do we have with YHWH’s concern of himself. What does YHWH tell that person? Each one should hear what he says and answer that angry question is us in light of 14:1, “Return, O Israel, to the LORD your God. Your sins have been your downfall.”
III. YHWH will speak to Israel in the desert (2:2-3:5)

2:2-13 is the list of accusations by YHWH against the practices of the people of Israel. They are likened to ungratefulness and adultery. Read verse 2, then verses 4, 5, 8.  “Rebuke your mother, rebuke her, for she is not my wife, and I am not her husband. Let her remove the adulterous look from her face and the unfaithfulness from between her breasts.”  “I will not show my love to her children, because they are the children of adultery. Their mother has been unfaithful and has conceived them in disgrace. She said, ‘I will go after my lovers, who give me my food and my water, my wool and my linen, my oil and my drink.’” “She has not acknowledged that I was the one who gave her the grain, the new wine and oil, who lavished on her the silver and gold-- which they used for Baal.”

How would YHWH punish her? Read 2:3, 6, 7, then 10-13. “Otherwise I will strip her naked and make her as bare as on the day she was born; I will make her like a desert, turn her into a parched land, and slay her with thirst.” “Therefore I will block her path with thornbushes; I will wall her in so that she cannot find her way. She will chase after her lovers but not catch them; she will look for them but not find them. Then she will say, 'I will go back to my husband as at first, for then I was better off than now.’” “Therefore I will take away my grain when it ripens, and my new wine when it is ready. I will take back my wool and my linen, intended to cover her nakedness. So now I will expose her lewdness before the eyes of her lovers; no one will take her out of my hands. I will stop all her celebrations: her yearly festivals, her New Moons, her Sabbath days--all her appointed feasts. I will ruin her vines and her fig trees, which she said were her pay from her lovers; I will make them a thicket, and wild animals will devour them. I will punish her for the days she burned incense to the Baals; she decked herself with rings and jewelry, and went after her lovers, but me she forgot, declares the LORD.””

Then in 2:14-15, we are totally off guard. We anticipate how YHWH will execute his judgment. But look at what he said. “Therefore I am now going to allure her; I will lead her into the desert and speak tenderly to her. There I will give her back her vineyards, and will make the Valley of Achor a door of hope. There she will sing as in the days of her youth, as in the day she came up out of Egypt.” What does the word “therefore” in 2:14 indicate? The word indicates YHWH’s resolution which defies the cause and effect rule. What does the phrase “in the desert” indicate? That surely means exiled life. Then we are reminded in verse 15 that the desert was a special place for Israel and for YHWH. That was the place of their first date! Yes, the desert was harsh and difficult. But in the desert, Israel was happy. There she learned YHWH was her life, the foundation of her being, the ground of her existence. She was from YHWH, to YHWH, by YHWH, through YHWH. She was his, indeed, by the grace and he married her, that is, unimaginable grace. That is where she would be restored to in exile. What happened in the Valley of Achor? In Joshua’s time, a man named Achan defiled the whole assembly of Israel with his petty greed and invited judgment of him and on Israel (ref. Jos 7:1-26). Israel in Hosea’s day was guilty of the same sin.  But YHWH will make the Valley of Achor a door of hope. The exile will be the door.
What is YHWH going to accomplish in exile? 2:16-23 is the list of the unstoppable act of YHWH. Let’s read them, “In that day,” declares the LORD, “you will call me ‘my husband’; you will no longer call me ‘my master.’ I will remove the names of the Baals from her lips; no longer will their names be invoked. In that day I will make a covenant for them with the beasts of the field and the birds of the air and the creatures that move along the ground. Bow and sword and battle I will abolish from the land, so that all may lie down in safety.  I will betroth you to me forever; I will betroth you in righteousness and justice, in love and compassion. I will betroth you in faithfulness, and you will acknowledge the LORD. “In that day I will respond,” declares the LORD—“I will respond to the skies, and they will respond to the earth; and the earth will respond to the grain, the new wine and oil, and they will respond to Jezreel. I will plant her for myself in the land; I will show my love to the one I called ‘Not my loved one.’ I will say to those called ‘Not my people,’ ‘You are my people’; and they will say, ‘You are my God.’”

We notice that he would take full responsibility and create Israel to be new. Verse 19 is surprising to read. He would marry her permanently as if she were a virgin, and indeed, she would be. What is the relevance of Israel’s experience to us? We are in exile. How can we be sure of the hope? We may find the assurance in the following story. 
Look at 3:1-3. What did the LORD tell Hosea to do with his wife? “The LORD said to me, ‘Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another and is an adulteress. Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes.’  So I bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and about a homer and a lethek of barley. Then I told her, ‘You are to live with me many days; you must not be a prostitute or be intimate with any man, and I will live with you.’” What was the prophecy conveyed through Hosea who showed his love for his wife? Read 3:4,5. “For the Israelites will live many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred stones, without ephod or idol. Afterward the Israelites will return and seek the LORD their God and David their king. They will come trembling to the LORD and to his blessings in the last days.”
The prophecy which Hosea lived was not only for Israel but for us. The sacrifice, sacred stones, ephod or idol all indicate the wicked habit of idol worship which Israel continued. She would never get out of that evil habit. YHWH will redeem her with his own expenses and save her permanently. The summary of Hosea’s worship is this: YHWH will marry Israel. May this prophecy be the message of salvation for those who suffer in their idol worship.
