I AM SETTING A PLUMB LINE AMONG MY PEOPLE ISRAEL

Amos 5:18-9:15

Key verse: 7:7

I. Two woes (5:18-6:14)
1. 5:18-20. What could have been the presumptuous expectation of people when they heard the prophecy in 5:17? What will “the day of the LORD” be like?
2. 5:21-27. What was the first woe? What were the two reasons which their devotion and sacrifice made YHWH rather angry with them and “the day of the LORD” a woe for them? What does it mean to “let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream”? (5:24)  What is “justice” and what is “righteousness”? How could they let justice and righteousness roll on like a river? What does justice on earth have to do with YHWH? What is YHWH teaching us, what we call “social theology” or something else?
3. 6:1-6. To whom was the warning of the second woe given in 6:1? Why were the leaders in Judah and Samaria complacent? Why is YHWH expressing deep sorrow over their happiness and contentment, for which they were grateful to him? (ref. 5:21-23)  What could they have learned from the history of the fall of the stronger neighboring countries? (6:2; ref. Gen 10:10 for Calneh; Gen ch.23 for Hittites; Hamath was an important city to the Hittites who ruled the modern day Syrian region between 1800 B.C. to 1200 B.C; they were the first who used iron weaponry while others were still using bronze; Gath was a city of Philistia)  What was the inherent problem of the two kingdoms which were enjoying the rare prosperity (3-6)?
4. 6:7-14. What will be the judgment? (6:7)  What is the basis of the judgment? (6:8)  What is the course of the judgment? (6:9-11)  What is the cause of the judgment? (6:12-14; ref. 2 Ki 14:25, 28; for Karnaim see footnote)
II. Visions of judgment (7:1-8:14)

5. 7:1-9. What were the three scenarios of judgment which YHWH showed to Amos? (ref. 7:1-17)  What was the first vision? (7:1-3)  What was the second vision? (7:4-6)  What was the third vision? (7:7-8)  What would come to Israel as a result of the plumb line set among them? (7:9)  What do you learn from YHWH’s words in 7:8 that he sets a plumb line “among his people”?
6. 7:10-13. Who was Amaziah? What was the summary of Amos’ prophecy according to Amaziah? (7:11)  How did he respond to the prophecy? (7:10-13)  In what way was Amaziah’s rejection of Amos and his prophecy justified?
7. 7:14-17. What was Amos’ reasoning for speaking the uncomfortable message to Israel, to which he did not belong? (7:14-15)  What was YHWH’s personal message to Amaziah? (7:17)  Why was such a personal judgment given to Amaziah? (7:16)  What do you learn from Amos’ attitude in time of rejection? What do you learn from YHWH’s sentence given to Amaziah? (17; ref. 7:8)
8. 8:1-6. What was the fourth vision shown to Amos? (8:1, 2)  According to YHWH’s verdict in 8:3-6, how had Israel ripen the judgment to the fullness (8:3-6)?

9. 8:7-14. What is the Pride of Jacob? (ref. Ps 47:4)  When and how would God’s judgment come to Israel? (8:8-14)  What kind of famine would accompany the judgment? (11-14)   What is more fearful, the shaking up of the celestial beings or the famine of YHWH’s words? Why is the warning of the famine of YHWH’s words taken seriously? Can there be some who will hold to the words of YHWH in the midst of famine? (ref. Mk 14:27)  What should we do in the time of the inevitable, approaching famine? 
III. A failing temple and a future tent (9:1-15)

10. 9:1-6. What was the last vision which Amos saw? (9:1)  How would men try to escape God’s judgment? (9:1-4)  Why is there no escape from God’s judgment? (9:4b)  What is YHWH like according to 9:5-6?

11. 9: 7-10. What do the words of YHWH in 9:7-10 tell Israel and us about the truth of his judgment of his own elect? How is he going to sift his chosen people? (10)
12. 9:11-15. What will YHWH do on the day of his judgment on sinners among Israel? (9:11, 12)  What will the days after the judgment be like? (9:13-15)
