I WILL PASS THROUGH YOUR MIDST

Amos 1:1-5:17

Key verse: 5:17

I. The LORD roars from Zion (1:1-3:8)

1. 1:1. Who was Amos? (ref. 7:14, 15; 3:8b)  To which country did he belong? (ref. 7:14, 2 Sam 14:2)  What was the content of his prophecy? What do you learn from Amos who was concerned about Israel and prophesied there, which was not his own country (ref. 7:15)?  When did he prophesy (ref Zech 14:5)?

2. 1:2. (Mt. Carmel is in northern Israel. Damascus was the capital of Aram, today’s Syria; Gaza, the capital of Philistia, Ashdod, Ashkelon, and Ekron were the major cities of Philistia, and Tyre was a wealthy trading center in its own right. Hazael assassinated Ben-Hadad, then succeeded him as king of Aram; see 2 Ki. 8:12, 14)  On what basis did Amos’ prophecy begin according to the content in 1:2-2:3 concerning Israel? What is declared about YHWH in 1:2? What was YHWH’s sentence on the surrounding nations of Israel (1:2b)? 

3. 1:3-2:3. What was the sin of Damascus and the judgment on it (1:3-5)? What was the sin of Philistia and the judgment (1:6-8)? What was the sin of Tyre (Phoenicia) and the judgment (1:9-10)? What was the sin of Edom and the judgment (1:11-12)? What was the sin of Ammon and the judgment (1:13-15)? What was the sin of Moab and the judgment (2:1-3)? What do you learn from the judgment based on the historical reference of the sin of the nations? How were Edom, Ammon and Moab related to Israel? How did they treat their brother, Israel? What do you learn from YHWH’s judgment on their abuse of their brotherhood?

4. 2:4-8. What were the sins of and the judgments on Judah and Israel, respectively (2:4-8)? What was the problem with their sins, respectively, according to YHWH (2:9-12)? What was his sentence on them (2:13-16)?

5. 3:1-15. Why does YHWH punish both Judah and northern Israel according to verses 1 and 2? What was the logic for his judgment (3:3-6)? In what two ways was the justice of YHWH’s judgment declared in 3:7-8?

II. Prepare to meet your God, O Israel (3:9-5:17)

6. 3:9-15. Who will be instrumental in judging Israel? (9a; ref. Ashdod: a Philistine city)  In what aspect did Israel not do right? (9b-10; 13-15)  What was the sentence?

7. 4:1-13. What was prophesied against the women in Israel? (1-3; ref. Ez 12:5; Harmon: possibly Mt. Hermon in Bashan)  List the things which YHWH used to warn Israel (4-11) What did Israel do in response? (4, 5)  What did they not do? (6, 8, 9, 10, 11) Therefore, what is YHWH going to do? (12, 13)

8. 5:1-13. How was the strength of Israel described in 5:3? But what will happen to her (1-3)? What was the urgent appeal of YHWH to Israel in the impending judgment (5:5-6)? What is declared in 5:7-12 regarding the justice of YHWH in his judgment and in his appeal? What do you learn from 5:13? 

9. 5:14-17. What was the final appeal in 5:14-15? What was the conclusion of the prophecy concerning Israel which was of both warning and appeal (5:16-17)? What do you learn from the final words in 5:17 (ref. Ex 11:4-6)?

