OBADIAH

Key verse: v. 21

“Deliverers will go up on Mount Zion

to govern the mountains of Esau.

And the kingdom will be the Lord's.”


Obadiah prophesied probably when the nation of Israel was invaded by “foreigners” and Jerusalem was ransacked by them (v.11). They could have been Assyrians or Babylonians, yet interestingly Obadiah’s prophecy aims at Edom only. He narrows down his focus on Edom to the point of neglecting the names of those “foreigners”. We are reminded another fact that Obadiah was speaking to the Israelites, not to the Edomites. He spoke the near destruction of Edom to console Israel. 

Why was Edom spoken against by Obadiah as if the nation was the archenemy when the Assyrians and the Babylonians did more harm to Israel? Why is their destruction was the prime concern to Israel? We learn from Obadiah that the deeply seated hatred was mutual and age old, actually, historical. The escalated crisis of the Middle East in the recent weeks between the Israelites and the Palestinians may give us a clue to understand the Edom-Israel feud in the ancient times. It still is going on! As we read Obadiah again we find that the prophet is actually testifying to the LORD in the prophecy about the destruction of Edom. We need to follow Obadiah step by step. Only then we may learn what he means in verse 21 that Edom will be the LORD’s. He is saying Edom will become divine.

The vision (v.1)

1:1. “The vision of Obadiah. This is what the Sovereign LORD says about Edom—We have heard a message from the LORD: An envoy was sent to the nations to say, ‘Rise, and let us go against her for battle’---”  Obadiah declares from the opening words that the oracle about the coming destruction of Edom was the vision which came from God. The destruction had been decided by the LORD and Obadiah was appointed to speak it to God’s people.

Why was it a matter that whether the oracle was a vision? As we read Obadiah we can find that Edom lived a secure life while Israel was often subjected to foreigners, who they despised as Gentiles. The Edomites were the descendants of Esau, who the Bible testified had been rejected by God. It was hard for the people of Israel to see that the rejected prospered while they, who were chosen by God, suffered. To make everything worse, nothing happened to the Edomites when they allied with the dirty Gentiles to invade the chosen nation of Israel and did more cruelty on them than the Gentiles. The Israelites began to think that the adoption of God might be worthless. 

This suspicion was actually already there in the minds of Israel when she began to see that the surrounding nations who had nothing to do with God were doing fine as the euphoria of the conquest of the promised land began to web away. The suspicion deepened as they were almost constantly invaded by the surrounding countries, such as Philistia, Egypt, Assyria and Babylonia. They saw that the idol worshippers were doing better than the God believers. That was how Israel was distracted to idol worship. They were not interested in idols. They were still proud of their God and confessed him to be the One and Only. But they envied the prosperity of the surrounding nations. So they imported the element of idol worship and incorporated it into their religion. They could swallow and endure the bitter feeling toward others countries because they were too big and too strong to compete. They tried their best to survive among the big guys. But they couldn’t swallow their frustration about Edom. They couldn’t accept the reality that they had to be humiliated by Edom who was from the beginning wrong, and was rejected by God himself.  Edom provoked them to suspect God more than others. That is why the oracle against Edom was the vision from God. The oracle was to declare the name of the LORD to Israel.

We should learn that Obadiah was not uttering a fantasy to pacify the frustrated Israelites. That is what Hitler used to manipulate the Germans in the WW II, and the many cult leaders use to take advantage of the frustration of people for their advantage. The use of illusion is the basic technique of business, even in the drug business. That is where many of the weaklings escape into to avoid the reality. We should ask God for his vision. The gospel of Jesus Christ is the vision of God. We should pray that we may become prophets like Obadiah by learning the gospel of Jesus Christ right. We should ask if the gospel has been a manual for survival, a drug, or a pastime or whatever. May the gospel of Jesus Christ raise up many prophets.

The Pride of Edom (vv. 2-4)

Obadiah reinforced what we have discussed in verse 1b. The destruction of Edom was contemplated by the nations, perhaps Assyrians and their allies. But here Obadiah was saying that the nations would destroy Edom because heard “a message from the LORD” to do that. To support this conviction of Obadiah there is an identical prophecy in other books, for example in Jeremiah 49:7-22. We learn in verses 2-4 what it means that the oracle of the destruction of Edom was a message from God for Israel. 

vv. 2-4.  “See, I will make you small among the nations; you will be utterly despised. The pride of your heart has deceived you, you who live in the clefts of the rocks and make your home on the heights, you who say to yourself, ‘Who can bring me down to the ground?’   Though you soar like the eagle and make your nest among the stars, from there I will bring you down,” declares the LORD.
The nation of Edom located in a rugged mountainous area, with peaks rising to 3,500 feet. While not a fertile land, there were good cultivable areas (Nu 20:17). The capital, Sela, was a natural fortress “in the cleft of the rocks” which was laid on a small plateau behind Petra. It was indeed an invincible fortress and the Edmites felt secure with good reason. Now Obadiah was saying that the Edomites were greatly deceived and inflated with delusion by setting up their fortresses in opposition to God. It is crazy to rely on their own fortresses and on their power to despise God. 

We learn here that Obadiah was declaring that the LORD alone is mighty to Israel. Israel had been upset at Edom, fell into suspicion of God, because they thought Edom was secure and safe forever. They forgot about God, or how great he is. Instead they were brewing their minds with envy as if Edom was not under God. Their crooked understanding of the reality was because they had been hearing something else than “the message from the LORD.”  Considering their history long humiliation and suffering we can understand where and how their unbelief was developed. However we learn an important lesson as we remember that the LORD had declared himself to be the Almighty, the Sovereign, from the very beginning of their nation, that is in the time of Exodus. They had a gap between what they learned from the Bible and what they experienced. Edom became stupid with the pride, and to our surprise, so did Israel. Their envy and despair over Edom was the desire to be secure, that is to be secure to the point not to need God. The pride of Edom was not the problem. They would be punished by God. The foolishness of Israel was the problem. They needed to wake up from the stupor. Many praises and thanks be to the LORD. Instead of rebuking the foolish and envious nation the LORD taught through Obadiah that the destruction of Edom was by the secret counsel from the LORD. Thanks be to God again and again. He gave us the gospel of Jesus Christ to us who would perish in envy of the proud.

In the example of Israel, we learn why we are upset sometimes. We think that the enemies are secure while we are weak and feeble. We know that is a foolish idea but we can’t help the feeling. How can we stop to compete with the proud with our pride? We should pray that we may learn to look up to God, and that our trust on God may be restored. We should pray that the gospel of Jesus Christ which speaks of God’s judgment on sin and God’s deliverance of those who believe in Christ may be believed. When the message is heard there will be more than restoration. May God raise up prophets who can speak the message from the LORD to the many whose hearts are in turmoil. May God help us to live in quietness and peace and never cease to call on the name. 

All your allies, your friends will deceive you (5-8)

In verses 5-8 we learn that the destruction of  Edom would be thorough. Nothing would be left. Verses 5,6. “If thieves came to you, if robbers in the night-- Oh, what a disaster awaits you-- would they not steal only as much as they wanted? If grape pickers came to you, would they not leave a few grapes? But how Esau will be ransacked, his hidden treasures pillaged!” Destruction comes from God and no one can prevent it. When it comes it leaves nothing. Israel would learn on the day of the destruction of Edom that God alone is the security and the safety. We, too, have witnessed this truth but never believe it. For example, of the top twenty-five industrial corporations in the United States in 1900, only two remained in 1963 in its original form. The Soviet Union is a history. Thieves and robbers from God came. Then why do we still believe in the collective power or in the political alliance? That is a good question. Obadiah prophesies in verses 7 and 8 how Edom would learn it and how we, too, will learn the truth. 
Verse 7. “All your allies will force you to the border; your friends will deceive and overpower you; those who eat your bread will set a trap for you, but you will not detect it.” Assyrians and her allies were the allies of Edom and her friends, for example. But for some reason, they became enemies to Edom overnight. There is no explanation how that happens but we do witness the mystery in our own lives. Here Obadiah teaches Israel and us to depend on the one and only true friend, the LORD. That is the prophetic insight. They will wake up from feeling lonely, isolated and come back to the Lord when they witness the unexpected destruction of Edom.


In verse 7b Obadiah prophesies that Edom will not detect the conspiracy of the friends. It is translated in other Bibles that they did not have intelligence to understand the conspiracy. In other words, they were blinded by their pride in having many allies and friends. In verse 8 is the answer why Edom couldn’t see the obvious folly. “‘In that day,’ declares the LORD, ‘will I not destroy the wise men of Edom, men of understanding in the mountains of Esau?’” They were outsmarted by their own wisdom. That happened to declare to Israel that God alone is the Wisdom.

Because of the violence against your brother Jacob (9-14)


Look at 9-14. “Your warriors, O Teman, will be terrified, and everyone in Esau's mountains will be cut down in the slaughter. Because of the violence against your brother Jacob, you will be covered with shame; you will be destroyed forever. On the day you stood aloof while strangers carried off his wealth and foreigners entered his gates and cast lots for Jerusalem, you were like one of them. You should not look down on your brother in the day of his misfortune, nor rejoice over the people of Judah in the day of their destruction, nor boast so much in the day of their trouble. You should not march through the gates of my people in the day of their disaster, nor look down on them in their calamity in the day of their disaster, nor seize their wealth in the day of their disaster. You should not wait at the crossroads to cut down their fugitives, nor hand over their survivors in the day of their trouble.”


The “Teman” is another name of Edom. Here we can learn the clue of the age old brutality and cruelty of Edomites on Israel. The two people were supposed to be brothers. But the Edomites were more cruel on their brothers than the Assyrians or Babylonians. On the day of Israel’s destruction they were standing aloof, looking down on their brothers, enjoying the misery of Israel. They boasted when Israel was humiliated. They joined the conquerors and marched through the gates of God’s people, their own brothers. When the Gentiles were ransacking the city of God, the temple of the LORD they sided with the enemies. Assyrians did not know the land of Judah or the city of Jerusalem as Edomites. So Israelites could escape through secret passages. The Edomites waited at the crossroads and cut down all the fugitives, and handed over the survivors.


The hatred of Edomites was not new. At the time of the Exodus, Israel sought permission to travel by the king’s highway which passed along the eastern plateau of Edom, but the request was refused (Nu. 20:14-21). They were even threatened by the Edomites and so the Israelites had to take a long passage avoiding Edom. On the day of the fall of Jerusalem the Edomites cried with excitement, “Tear it down, tear it down to its foundation!” (Ps 137:7). After the fall of Judah, some Edomites pressed into southern Judah and settled to the south of Hebron. They are called Idumaeans. They were thorns on the side of Israel.


But Israel was forbidden to hurt his Edomite brother (Dt. 23:7,8). Joshua allotted the territory of Judah up to the borders of Edom (Jos 15:1,21), but did not encroach on their lands. The Edom was the thorn on the side of Israel which was not allowed to be removed. There were constant wars between Israel and Edom but there was a line drawn by God noto to harm the Edomites. The Edomites did all the violence but Israel was forbidden to do anything.

The day of the LORD for all nations (15-16)


God did promise the vengeance. But it was not for the satisfaction of Israel or to feed their furious hatred and anger. God teaches Israel God judges and that he judges according to what has been done. Verses 15,16. “The day of the LORD is near for all nations. As you have done, it will be done to you; your deeds will return upon your own head. Just as you drank on my holy hill, so all the nations will drink continually; they will drink and drink and be as if they had never been.” Edom was drunken with confidence, and Israel was envious of them. But they forgot the plain truth that there is judgment for everything we have done while we live.

But on Mount Zion will be deliverance… and the kingdom will be the LORD’s (17-21)


At this point the people of Israel might expect the annihilation of Edom. But Obadiah’s prophecy is not about vengeance. God is not sided with Israel. He is sided with himself. On the day of Edom’s destruction the LORD will accomplish two things. There will be deliverance from God. God will consume all the sins of Edom, and the land will be occupied by the remnants of God. In verse 21 is the incredible conclusion. The kingdom of Edom will be the LORD’s. It will become divine. Here in these last verses we learn that Obadiah brings God’s people back to God. They were occupied with the dog-eat-dog trend of the times. They were ruled by sin. While Edom was still boasting, being drunken, and while Israel was angry with Edom, God called his people to the assurance that the LORD is the Judge of all nations and that there will be deliverance on the day of his judgment. Whoever the Edom might stand for us, whatever it might stand for us, we should learn that it will be the LORD’s. We should pray until the truth comes to our hearts. We should pray that we may be prophets of this message: “And the kingdom will be the LORD’s.” May God speak to you personally.  “But on Mount Zion will be deliverance; it will be holy, and the house of Jacob will possess its inheritance.The house of Jacob will be a fire and the house of Joseph a flame; the house of Esau will be stubble, and they will set it on fire and consume it. There will be no survivors from the house of Esau.” The LORD has spoken. People from the Negev will occupy the mountains of Esau, and people from the foothills will possess the land of the Philistines. They will occupy the fields of Ephraim and Samaria, and Benjamin will possess Gilead. This company of Israelite exiles who are in Canaan will possess the land as far as Zarephath the exiles from Jerusalem who are in Sepharad will possess the towns of the Negev. Deliverers will go up on Mount Zion to govern the mountains of Esau. And the kingdom will be the Lord's.”  
Conclusion: And the kingdom will be the LORD’s.

