HAGGAI

Key verse: 2:23

“‘On that day,’ declares the Lord Almighty, ‘I will take you, my servant Zerubbabel

son of Shealtiel,’ declares the Lord, ‘and I will make you like my signet ring,

for I have chosen you,’ declares the Lord Almighty.”

The consistent theme in Haggai’s prophecy is the promised glory of the new temple. With the theme in mind we can divide the prophecy into two sections: 1:1-2:5 and 2:6-23.

I. This is what I covenanted with you (1:1-2:5)

a. The second year of King Darius (1:1a)


1:1. “In the second year of King Darius, on the first day of the sixth month, the word of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest.”

Haggai specifies the time when he was given the prophecy. First thing we can find is  that he spoke about 3-4 months, from the sixth month to the ninth month in the second year of King Darius. The reference of the Persian King gives us an insight that Judah no longer had their own king. The reference also indicates that in order to have a grasp of the prophecy of Haggai, including Zechariah, we need to know what was going on in the Persian Empire under Darius. 

The evil Empire Babylon fell in 539 B.C. by King Cyrus of Persia. In the next year the Jews were allowed to return home according to the policy of tolerance of the new super-power nation. Nothing significant happened next 17 years until Cambyses succeed Cyrus. Next eight years the Jews suffered under the rule of Cambyses. Unlike his father he was not tolerant and was hostile to Jews. But he died in 522 B.C. and Persia was temporarily taken over by coup by a general of its army. This political crisis stirred up the nationalistic movement everywhere in the Persian Empire and Judah was not an exception. Such a crisis could never be expected in the then 30 years old Empire which was ruled with the wise policy of tolerance. The nationalists considered the crisis as the beginning of the shake up of the universe as had been prophesied. But Darius, who was either a brother or a brother-in-law of Cambyses, quelled the political crisis and regained the control of the Empire. Persia would be in command of the Western world for another 190 years until Alexander appeared on the stage. In other words, the second year of Darius meant the time of disappointment. It was the beginning of another long perseverance as far as the nationalistic people could think of though the government policy changed back to tolerance. Their political dream of independence was a self-generated illusion. It had nothing to do with God. Their disappointment was godless. But people couldn’t give up illusion. Haggai was prompted to speak at this time, and he spoke of the hope of the promised glory of the new temple. Looking back we now know he was prophesying the coming of Christ Jesus who became the New Temple. May Haggai’s prophecy speak to God’s own who are distracted in this uncertain age.

b. Haggai, Zerubbabel and Joshua (1:1b)

Haggai is mentioned in Ezra 5:1 and 6:14 and here as a prophet but we do not know anything else. In light of 2:3 we can assume that he was one of those remnants who had witnessed the glory of the former temple. He could have been at least 70 years old at this time since the former temple was destroyed in 587 B.C. and he spoke in 520 B.C. Haggai was a witness of the hope of God. He learned the hope of God during the span of seven decades. God raised a prophet through the 70 years long Bible study in humiliation with no sign of hope except the prophecy of Jeremiah. God raised Haggai certainly not only for the Jews but for us. He raised the prophet who was like the shoot out of the dry ground to teach us the hope of God which is eternal.

 Zerubbabel was the leader of the first group of returnees in 539 .B.C. and was appointed by the Persian government as the governor of Judea. Joshua was the high priest. The interesting thing is that these leaders listened to Haggai. Their relationship reveals the time when the kings and the rulers will listen to Christ Jesus the Prophet, and so the sign of the restoration of God’s creation.

C. God’s Bible study with the depressed (1:2-11)

* The people say the time has not yet come

1:2. This is what the Lord Almighty says: “These people say, ‘The time has not yet come for the Lord’s house to be built.’“ As soon as they returned the Jews laid the foundation of the temple (Ezr 3:8-10) for the temple was the core of their lives. But the Samaritans who had moved to Judah by the Babylonians for the purpose to eradicate Jewish race and culture hindered the work by lobbying the Persian government of Cambyses and the work virtually had been halted  for about 15 years. The initial zeal of the Jews died down. We can understand why people said the time had not yet come in light of the possible frustration.

Another reason was that people had been offering at the ruin of the former temple according to 2 Kings 25:9 and Jeremiah 52:13. The people were questioning the need of the building since they could use the old ruin which they still cherished because it was the temple place. The more practical reason is that they were extremely poor as we see in 1:6, 9-10; 2:16,17 and 19. There was famine. They did not have proper clothes to warm themselves. Their money had no value. As a result everyone was concerned about their own survival. They carried on their warfare in the extreme situations of famine, poverty and depression. That is why the people said it was not the time to build a new temple. 1:3,4. Then the word of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai: “Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin?”
* God said to give careful thought to your ways
1:5-11. Now this is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. You have planted much, but have harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it.” This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. Go up into the mountains and bring down timber and build the house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored,” says the Lord. “You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought home, I blew away. Why?” declares the Lord Almighty. “Because of my house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with his own house. Therefore, because of you the heavens have withheld their dew and the earth its crops.  I called for a drought on the fields and the mountains, on the grain, the new wine, the oil and whatever the ground produces, on men and cattle, and on the labor of your hands.”

We shouldn’t misunderstand as if God ignored the wellbeing of his people. We shouldn’t join those who quote this part to construct their churches. God was pointing out that the Jews did not give careful thoughts to the serving of God.  They didn’t care about God or his house. That was a serious problem because when God is absent there creeps in curse.

We may still ask why God was so insistent on building? Why was the temple rituals ridiculed in Amos and now here it is promoted? The temple worship was God’s design in the old days to exercise his people in the duties of religion. Even then the temple itself was of no great importance before God. But the end was regarded. God wanted to teach the hope of the true temple, the coming of Christ. God wanted them to learn to worship God spiritually through the external symbols. That is why in Amos was a rebuke when people were obsessed with the rituals itself, and here is the rebuke when people ignored the temple construction. 

Haggai was urging the indifferent people to consider carefully what God has given to them through the temple worship. The indifference was a serious problem for God and for them.  God had made it evident in the famine that he was displeased with the people because their zeal for God had become cold, and especially, because they were all strangely devoted to their own interest and showed no concern for building the temple. Perhaps Haggai reminds them of the curse of the law in Deuteronomy 11:17. God was showing that it is he who provides for us. The famine was God’s way to invite the people in Judah to God. Thank God!

d. Result of the careful Bible study: They feared the Lord (1:12-15)

* Then Zerubbael and Joshua feared the Lord (1:12)

1:12.  “Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the whole remnant of the people obeyed the voice of the Lord their God and the message of the prophet Haggai, because the Lord their God had sent him. And the people feared the Lord.” President Clinton likes to have a so-called town-hall meeting. But God studied the Bible with leaders. We know what usually happens when a word of God is taught indiscriminately to all the people; they wait for one another. Ot they just argue each other. But when Zerubbabel, the governor, and Joshua, the high priest, listened to the word of God others followed them. We learn to pray for leaders that they may listen to the word of God.


In this verse we also learn to pray for the Bible study with the remnants. The majority of Jews remained in the old Babylonian Empire. The reason was simple. The Jews followed the instruction of God through Jeremiah to adjust themselves in the exiled land and prosper (Jer 29). As a result they took root in the exiled land. They didn’t want to come back to their country which was totally burned down and had nothing. Also most of those who were carried away to Babylon died and the majority of exiles were made of younger generation who spoke in Babylonian and who considered themselves as Jewish Babylonians. They didn’t have home sick. Even if some of them were thinking of coming to their ancestral home they were discouraged to do so because the rout to come back to Palestine was one of the worst kinds. We read in Ezra how difficult the trip was. That is why only 42,360 came back with their households. But look! The Bible is happy to mention that the whole remnant of the people obeyed the voice of the Lord. We learn to pray for the Bible study with the remnant. That is the history of God’s Church.


They obeyed the message of the prophet Haggai because they obeyed the voice of the Lord their God. The Bible study opened their ears to hear God. How could Haggai be a mouthpiece of God? Haggai did not add his own ideas or subtract from the word of God.  The evidence of Haggai’s credentials is that people feared the Lord when the listened to Haggai. Many time people feared the speaker. That is what people did to Herod. But how could people fear the invisible God when they listened to Haggai? We should know people know the voice of the Lord. Another interesting point is that Joshua, the high priest, listened to Haggai. We call this attitude that the person has a “learning mind.” In summary, God was there in their Bible study.


* They began to work on the house of the Lord Almighty, their God (1:13-15)

“Then Haggai, the Lord’s messenger, gave this message of the Lord to the people: “I am with you,” declares the Lord. So the Lord stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of the whole remnant of the people. They came and began to work on the house of the Lord Almighty, their God, on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month in the second year of King Darius.” After 23 days of Bible study the work began.

They began to work on the house of the Lord Almighty, their God. The secret of their change is that now God was with them. The evidence of God’s presence was that they began to work on the house of the Lord Almighty, their God. The evidence was in their love for their God. 
e. Three prophets

Here we should think of God’s grace of raising his prophets. Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi were the three prophets who served God’s word after the return from the Babylonian exile until Christ Jesus came. In contrast to Judah there were no prophets raised among the ten tribes of the northern kingdom of Israel when they were deported by the Assyrians except the brief serving of Hosea in the initial stage of the tragedy. Perhaps that is why they are now lost. But for Judah there arose Ezekiel and Daniel during the time of the Babylonian exile and some others whose prophecies are recorded in Psalms. After the exile God raised Ezra and Nehemiah as their leaders and Bible teachers, and Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi were the prophets. Daniel prophesied the coming of the end of the times when Christ will complete all his works and these three prophets confirmed the hope with their prophecies. The sum of their prophecies is that God will restore the dignity and fortune of his people by weeding out. We learn to pray for prophets. As we see they were not many. Only a few in hundreds of years. But how precious and important they were!

f. This is what I covenanted with you: I am with you (2:1-5)

On the twenty-first day of the seventh month, the word of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai:  “Speak to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of the people. Ask them,  ‘Who of you is left who saw this house in its former glory? How does it look to you now? Does it not seem to you like nothing?  But now be strong, O Zerubbabel,’ declares the Lord. ‘Be strong, O Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people of the land,’ declares the Lord, ‘and work. For I am with you,’ declares the Lord Almighty. ‘This is what I covenanted with you when you came out of Egypt. And my Spirit remains among you. Do not fear.’

We might expect that the happy ending of chapter one is the conclusion of Haggai’s prophecy. But God had more Bible studies to continue. Obviously the work was done in less than a month. But there arose a problem as they finished the building. The old people who had seen the splendor of the former temple were sorrowful because the new temple was no better than a cottage. All their zeal could have been evaporated. They had heard from Ezekiel an extensive description of the form of the temple and from others, especially from Isaiah glorious state when Jerusalem would be restored (Is 33:21). They had that dream when they were working on the temple. Now all they could see was a cottage like temple. God taught them that he was with them. He taught them that his presence was what he covenanted with them. We learn to pray for those who leave because they see God’s church seems far from perfection, inferior to their idealism. We should pray for God worshipers. We shouldn’t be discouraged because of the perfection seekers.

Like the path, or the rocky or thorny land in the parable of Jesus, once being stirred up with zeal we often are turned off with all kinds of reasons. However, here in Haggai we can learn that all those reasons might legitimate but God himself is absent in our reasoning. When God is with us we will se God’s glory in our church. When the Spirit who stirs our souls up to God by reminding us of the gospel of Jesus Christ and the eternal truth of the forgiveness of our sins, Amen, remains among us, we will be enlightened with the indescribable glory of the Lord. Then we know that God himself is our Temple.

II. The glory of this present house will be greater than the glory of the former house
 a. I will fill this house with glory

2:6-9. “This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘In a little while I will once more shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land.  I will shake all nations, and the desired of all nations will come, and I will fill this house with glory,’ says the Lord Almighty. ‘The silver is mine and the gold is mine,’ declares the Lord Almighty.”  The glory of this present house will be greater than the glory of the former house,’ says the Lord Almighty. ‘And in this place I will grant peace,’ declares the Lord Almighty.” When God himself became the temple people could hear the message about the coming kingdom that cannot be shaken. Hebrews 12:25-29. “See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks. If they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, how much les will we, if we turn away from him who warns us from heaven? A that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, ‘Once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.’ The words ‘once more’ indicate the removing of what can be shaken – that is, created things – so that what cannot be shaken may remain. Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken. let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our ‘God is a consuming fire.’”

We learn here that Christ our Lord is the greater temple, whose glory is greater than the former one, where God’s peace is. Just as by faith in God’s word Haggai could see the glory of the new temple, the glory of Chris is conspicuous only through faith. To those who are blind he looks obscure.


We may ask why was the temple small and insignificant? It was restricted by Cyrus and Darius. Though they supported the building of the temple and even supplied the needed materials they issued an order that temple would be ninety feet high and ninety feet wide (Ez 6:3). God intended to teach his people to have hope in the coming of the Son of Man (Mark 13:26), the peace that dwells in God, which surpasses all understanding (Phil 4:7).

b. Blessings for a defiled people (2:10-23)

* The forgiveness of sin of the defiled nation (2;10-19)

2:10-14. On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord came to the prophet Haggai: “This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘Ask the priests what the law says:  If a person carries consecrated meat in the fold of his garment, and that fold touches some bread or stew, some wine, oil or other food, does it become consecrated?’“ The priests answered, “No.”  Then Haggai said, “If a person defiled by contact with a dead body touches one of these things, does it become defiled?” “Yes,” the priests replied, “it becomes defiled.” Then Haggai said, “‘So it is with this people and this nation in my sight,’ declares the Lord. ‘Whatever they do and whatever they offer there is defiled.

Obviously the people didn’t care about sin. They just worked hard. But as long as they are polluted, however they may spend money in sacrifices, and wear themselves in worshiping God, not only is their labor vain, but whatever the offer is polluted, and is an abomination only. We should give careful thoughts on what Haggai prophesied here. Haggai asked the priests what the law says, not what they think. Carrying a consecrated meat doesn’t make anything consecrated. If a person defiled, he defiles everything he touches.

Consecrated meat: We should bear in mind that works, however splendid they may appear before our eyes, are of no value or importance before God, except they flow from a pure heart. It would be an absurd thing to judge works of the faithful by outward appearance. When there is the integrity of heart, and the object of the work is to obey God and to consecrate their life to him, only then the work is commendable to God.

Why is this, that whatever we touch is polluted, though we might have some defilement? Are not our works still deserving of some praise, as they are good works? But God declares that these virtues are polluted, though men may admire them, and that they are only filthy, except that the heart be really cleansed and purified. Why so? It is because nothing can flow from an impure and polluted heart but what is impure and polluted.

Haggai is teaching that no work pleased God unless the doer himself had been cleansed from sin. No one is ever found to be pure and perfect. Indeed all our works are corrupt before God for our heart is naturally corrupt. But when God purifies our heats by faith, then our works begin to be approved, and obtain praise before him. For this reason God was pleased with Abel and his offering (Ge 4:4).

God encouraged them to return to him. 2:15-19. Then he will bless them. Haggai is prophesying the grace of the blessing on the defiled people, which would flow from the new temple, Jesus Christ our Lord. Indeed, we should give careful thoughts on this matter. When we dwell in the grace of the forgiveness of sins, there will come blessing upon blessing. We should dig out the barn and plant the seed left.  “‘Now give careful thought to this from this day on —consider how things were before one stone was laid on another in the Lord’s temple.  When anyone came to a heap of twenty measures, there were only ten. When anyone went to a wine vat to draw fifty measures, there were only twenty. I struck all the work of your hands with blight, mildew and hail, yet you did not turn to me,’ declares the Lord.  ‘From this day on, from this twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, give careful thought to the day when the foundation of the Lord’s temple was laid. Give careful thought:  Is there yet any seed left in the barn? Until now, the vine and the fig tree, the pomegranate and the olive tree have not borne fruit. “‘From this day on I will bless you.’“
* I will shake the heavens and the earth. 
When we dwell in the grace of the forgiveness of sins and so worship God properly we see two things. We will see the end of the nations. 2:20-22”The word of the Lord came to Haggai a second time on the twenty-fourth day of the month:  “Tell Zerubbabel governor of Judah that I will shake the heavens and the earth. I will overturn royal thrones and shatter the power of the foreign kingdoms. I will overthrow chariots and their drivers; horses and their riders will fall, each by the sword of his brother.”  We will see that the nations will destroy themselves civil wars. 

* I will make Zerubbabel my signet ring

2:23. Then we will se the signet ring of God.  “‘On that day,’ declares the Lord Almighty, ‘I will take you, my servant Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel,’ declares the Lord, ‘and I will make you like my signet ring, for I have chosen you,’ declares the Lord Almighty.” It is evident that this prophecy was never fulfilled in the person of Zerubbabel. It follows that this prophecy is to be applied to Christ Jesus, who will come from the seed of Zerubbabel (Matt 1:13). Zerubbabel never had a kingdom, nor ever wore a crown, and was a governor in a small country being appointed by the Persian king as his low rank officer. He just slipped out of the picture. Though he was despised by the world, he was yet highly esteemed by God. But he was the signet ring who showed God’s kingship over the nations and over the people on earth. God declares that he is the KING. He is not a deity. 

From Zerubbabel Christ was coming, the Signet Ring.

