A LIVING HOPE

(Summary of the Minor Prophets)

1 Peter 1:3

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!

In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope

Through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead…”
We will follow Apostle Peter 1 Peter 1-12 to summarize what we have seen in the Minor Prophets. 

1. God’s election and God’s judgment on them 

One of the most challenging thought in the Minor Prophets is that God judged his own people Israel. Apostle Peter answers us in his letter to the Christians who were scattered because of persecution. He says in 1:1-2 that the Christians to whom he was writing were God’s elect. As we follow him it sounds like Christians are chosen to be strangers in the world, i.e., to suffer. “ Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God's elect, strangers in the world, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his blood: Grace and peace be yours in abundance.”  If God chose them God should have protected them. But he let them suffer. More than that it seems like it is he who scattered them. That is a challenging thought. But we have learned in the Minor Prophets the same truth. God judged Israel who were his own. More surprising thing was that he judged them because they were his chosen ones. If it is God who judges and the judgment was within his power and authority he should spare his own. He wouldn’t and shouldn’t judge his own for that is an act of self-defamation, if not self-destruction. If he posses all the authority he could and should exempt his own from judgment. But he didn’t spare them or exempt them. He judged them. He judged them first. 

Some may argue and speak of the difference of the reason of the suffering of Israel and of Christians. They are thinking of themselves, their own righteousness. They do not know God’s side story. But Apostle Peter testify to what the Prophets spoke of that the fundamental reason of their sufferings was they were God’s own people, because they are chosen. Before we complain about the unfairness we should listen to the Apostle in verses 1 and 2. Peter means that the Christians were not abandoned in their sufferings. They were not asked to take the burden of the suffering on top of the responsibility of their suffering by themselves. Their suffering was in the foreknowledge of God. Their suffering had to do with the sanctifying work of the Spirit. Their experience of suffering had to do with the obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his blood. Their suffering was the work of God. God suffered with them in their suffering. The Son of God shed his blood to initiate the suffering. We have learned the same truth as we finished the study of the twelve books of the Minor Prophets. For sure Israel suffered because of their unbelief, because of their rejection of God. But who is exempt from the verdict by his own merit? God chose Israel out of the sinful human race and made them his partners, his instruments, to do the sanctifying work of the Spirit. Christian calling is the same. When we understand God’s mind of choosing us for the hope which we can not even dream of there comes grace and peace in abundance while we struggle in the midst of suffering and pain. We do not withdraw into the bitterness and argue whether our suffering is legitimate. We rejoice in all things seeing God’s glory always. We are marveled with the glory as is seen most brilliantly on the cross of our Lord Jesus. We learn from Apostle Peter that this insight of seeing the glory of God was the reason of the joy of the prophets.

2. A living hope

Let’s read 1:3-5.  “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade--kept in heaven for you,  who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.”


Apostle Peter doesn’t tell us what the living hope is. In verses 10-12 we can assume that he is speaking of the salvation which has come to us through the sufferings of Christ. Even angels long to look into these things, he says. We have witnessed in the reading of the Minor Prophets the painstakingly careful search of something. Here we understand that the prophets wanted to see the living hope.  “Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow. It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things.”

How did the prophets testify to the living hope? Hosea speaks of the restoration of Israel as a whole. “For the Israelites will live many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred stones, without ephod or idol. Afterward the Israelites will return and seek the LORD their God and David their king. They will come trembling to the LORD and to his blessings in the last days” (Hosea 3:4,5).  He means the ransom and redemption of God (Hosea 13:14) from their sin, which had made them spiritual prostitutes all along her history (5:4). In his time the people in the northern kingdom as well as of the southern kingdom enjoyed the prosperity of their nations. They thought the time of David had come back to them. They thought so because Jeroboam II and Uzziah both aggressively expanded their territories and the combined territory of both nations was matching to that of David and Solomon at the peak their reigns. Following was economical prosperity because of the contribution from the newly subjugated people. They were drunken with the temporary success and forgot about the hope of God for which they were called. But Hosea saw that the destruction of the nation was coming. He also saw that the destruction was ultimately for the redemption of the whole nation of Israel to the state when God first met her in the desert at the time of deliverance from Egypt. Hosea was not fooled by the success of the nation. He was not fooled by the promised destruction either. He saw the living hope in which his people were called.

Joel spoke of the times when there was nothing to eat, nothing to hope for, when the nations judged. But the LORD would be a refuge for his people on that day, a stronghold for the people of Israel. “Then you will know that I, the LORD your God, dwell in Zion, my holy hill. Jerusalem will be holy; never again will foreigner invade her” (Joel 3:17). In such a desperate situation food or restoration of the military power could be hope. Joel saw that the entrust of the  name of the LORD onto Jerusalem is the hope which cannot die.

Amos spoke around the same time with Hosea. But he saw the coming judgment as God’s weeding out of sin. “All the sinners among my people will die by the sword, all those who say, ‘Disaster will not overtake or meet us.’ In that day I will restore David’s fallen tent. I will repair its broke  places, restore its ruins, and build it as it used to be, so that they may possess the remnant of Edom and all the nations that bear my name, declares the LORD, who will do these things” (Amos 9:10-12).  Like Apostle Peter in the judgment befallen he saw the living hope.

Obadiah prophesied that Edom would be the LORD’s. “Deliverers will go up on Mount Zion to govern the mountains of Esau. And the kingdom will be the LORD’s” (Obadiah 21). As we learned  Israel people had a history long grudge against Edom. For them the destruction of Edom was their hope. But Obadiah saw that God who had spared Esau because of his covenant with Abraham and Isaac would make the kingdom LORD’s. What does this mean? Obadiah saw in the promised destruction of Edom the coming sanctification of the race.

Jonah, according to our Lord Jesus, was the sign of God to the Ninevites. The hardened hearted, notoriously cruel, arrogant to no match, listened to him and repented. As a result they were spared from judgment for a while. The prophet himself learned that the LORD delivers men from the heart of the sea, from the bottom of Abyss. He became a sign of the hope of God’s compassion which lives forever that God spares anyone who repents, even the Ninevites. “But the LORD provided a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was inside the fish three days and three nights” (Jonah 1:17).

Micah was a country prophet who was a contemporary of Hosea and Amos. He didn’t talk about kings or leaders. He saw the corruption of leadership and of priesthood in the witness of the abuse of the weak and poor by the locals who had small power and small wealth. He saw in the corruption of the locals that the problem was sin. Therefore people wouldn’t act justly or lover mercy or walk humbly with their God. That is what people hope for to this day. But Micah saw that in the humility of our God was the hope of deliverance of us who are unjust. The hope can not be blotted out because God entrusted his promise to the small town Bethlehem. “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times” (Micah 5:2).  

Nahum was a seventh century prophet. He foresaw the destruction of Assyria. For the people of Judah who were harassed by the nation for centuries that was a great news. But they couldn’t think of beyond the destruction of the nation. All they hoped for was vengeance. That is the problem of those who are abused. They are destroyed inside as they are abused. As a result they do not see hope. But look what Nahum said in 1:15. “Look, there on the mountains, the feet of one who brings good news, who proclaims peace! Celebrate your festivals, O Judah, and fulfill your vows. No more will the wicked invade you; they will be completely destroyed.” The prophet saw God. Otherwise all he could see was the destruction of Assyria. As we ourselves experienced emptiness rather than joy at the fall of Soviet Union the destruction of Assyria was meaningless. Not only that that is not a solution of the security of Judah either. As we know from history Babylonia would replace the nation. Without God all Nahum could see was Babylonia in place of Assyria. But while his nation was still under the grip of Assyria he saw that God couldn’t be stopped or hindered by the Assyrians. He saw that good news of peace is proclaimed always because God is living. He saw that Judah, therefore, should and could celebrate God given festivals. In God who is the Sovereign, who loves Judah, Nahum could get out of trap of his bitterness, and of hatred. He could hope in the living God. 

Habakkuk was another seventh century prophet. He prophesied, “See, he is puffed up; his desires are not upright – but the righteous will live by his faith –“ (Habakkuk 2:4). He saw that God would judge the wicked nation Judah by using Babylon. God would judge Babylon after that. In the sweeping judgment, however, those who put their trust in God would live by God’s faithfulness. Either the social justice, or the removal of the more wicked nation Babylon could have been his hope. But in God’s faithfulness he saw salvation.  So he finished his prophecy in the presence of misery this way. “Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior. The Sovereign LORD is my strength; he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to go on the heights” (Habakkuk 3:17-19). Isn’t it amazing that he could rejoice in such a circumstances? Doesn’t he teach us how wonderful the gift of the living hope is?

The third prophet in the seventh century, which means about 30 years before the destruction of Jersualem, was Zephaniah. This time God’s people showed complacency by taking advantage of the temporary restoration of worship of God by the reform of Josiah. Zephaniah saw that the nation of Judah was like “wine left on its dregs.” What could be his hope? Reinforce the reformation? He prophesied the day when God will create true worshipers from all nations through his judgment of them all. “Then will I purify the lips of the peoples, that all of them may call on the name of the LORD and serve him shoulder to shoulder. From beyond the rivers of Cush my worshipers, my scattered people, will bring be offerings.” Can you imagine the time when people were so eager to serve God that they would serve him shoulder to shoulder? Considering the time, and the gloomy prophecy, this vision is quite surprising. But that is what we can have when we have hope in God.

As we know Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi were the prophets after the return from the Babylonian exile, which was sixth to fifth century. As we read in Ezra, Nehemiah and also in their prophecies, the legitimate hope could be the building of the temple. But what was Haggai’s prophecy? He spoke of the greater glory, which was coming. He spoke of the coming of the revelation of God’s kingship. “The glory of this present house will be greater than the glory of the former house, says the LORD Aklmighty. ‘And in this place I will grant peace,’ declares the LORD Almighty” (Haggai 2:9). “On that day, declares the LORD Almighty, ‘I will take you, my servant Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel,’ declares the LORD, ‘and I will make you like my signet ring, for I have chosen you,’ declares the LORD Almighty” (Haggai 2:23). Haggai did not see hope in the temple. He was not carried away with emotion at the successful completion of the temple with the young people. He wasn’t disappointed with the building as the old people did. He saw that it was the LORD Almighty who allowed them to build the temple. He saw hope in the LORD who is almighty.

Zechariah spoke of the return of the LORD.  “Therefore tell the people: This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘Return to me,’ declares the Lord Almighty, ‘and I will return to you,’ says the Lord Almighty.” (Zechariah 1:3). People will pierce him when he returns. People will sell him for 30 silver coins. The prophet who encouraged his people to build the temple had hope in the return of the LORD. As we know now he had hope in the Lord Jesus who fulfilled these things on himself.

By the time Malachi appeared people were so deeply disappointed that they showed contempt to the LORD. But Malachi did not attempt to correct them. He spoke of God’s judgment on them. Then he uttered, “See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the LORD Almighty (Malachi 3:1). He had hope in the coming of the one who spoke to him.

3. Though you have not see him, you love him


Apostle Peter explains in 1:6-9 that the God given sufferings result in the production of faith. It is because suffering of God’s people comes from God. We can understand how the prophets came to see the living hope. We also can see that the suffering is how God sanctifies his own. “In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that your faith--of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire--may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.”


What does Apostle Peter mean that God’s people love the Lord Jesus? When Jesus appeared these are what people said.  Matthew said, “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). In Mark John the Baptist said, “I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit” (Mark 1:8). What did Luke say? He said Jesus is the good news of great joy that will be for all the people (Luke 2:10). John said Jesus is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29).  We should remember that nothing happened to the time of the apostles as far as political or economical situation was concerned. But they rejoiced in Jesus as the prophets rejoiced at the thought of him. They rejoiced in God our Savior, who has come to us as a baby in a manger, as the one who was pierced on his side. May the Lord help us to rejoice in the living hope for which you have been called, for the revelation of which you have been suffering.

