TO GIVE HIS LIFE

Mark Overview (Part II)

Mark 1:1-16:20

Key Verse: 10:45

“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served,

but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”


In our previous study we focused on the Galilean ministry of Jesus. Jesus taught and healed and raised a few disciples. It was the gradual unfolding of the glory of the Son of Man until one disciple, Peter, could confess, “You are the Christ.” (8:29) That confession is a turning point in the gospel of Mark, for from that moment on, Jesus is focused in one direction, Jerusalem, and one mission, his own crucifixion. Surely the Son of Man came to give his life. What can we learn from him and his determined journey to the cross?
I.  To Jerusalem (8:31-10:52)

As we mentioned, Jesus had been teaching the kingdom of God, he had been healing people with various diseases, he had been driving out demons and evil spirits, and he had sent out the Twelve with his own authority. His disciples had witnessed miracles beyond their capacity to imagine. At the same time, they had seen this same Jesus who rose early to pray, whose popularity made him a lonely figure, who sometimes healed on the Sabbath and was confronted by the religious leaders of the time, and who had even caught the attention of King Herod, who beheaded John. Because of these things Jesus even became a wanted man. But somehow this life of Jesus elicited a very precious confession from one disciple, Peter, “You are the Christ.” This Jesus is the Christ. The confession of Peter is the hinge upon which the gospel turns, for from this time the direction of Jesus is clear: Jerusalem and the cross. 


What did Jesus begin teaching right after Peter’s confession? Mark 8:31-32 says, “He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer may things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again.” Over the next two chapters, this teaching of the suffering of the Son of Man is repeated numerous times. (9:9-12, 9:31, 10:33, 10:45) Then what was the response of Jesus’ disciples to this new teaching? As an example, Mark 8:32 says that Peter took Jesus aside and began to rebuke him. This happened immediately after he confessed to Jesus, “You are the Christ.” After this it is clear that the disciples were merely astonished, never understood what Jesus was talking about, and kept the matter to themselves because they were afraid to ask him about it. (9:10; 9:32, 10:33) But Jesus went to Jerusalem with the same determination. 


Where was Jesus coming from and where was he going to throughout chapters 9 and 10? From the time of Peter’s confession, Jesus was in the region of Galilee. He took Peter, James and John, his top disciples, up a high mountain where he was transfigured into the brightest glory, and where he met with Moses and Elijah, and where the voice of God spoke to them. But from this time, Jesus came down from the mountain and headed resolutely for Jerusalem and his rejection and suffering. Peter had said to Jesus while they were on the mountain, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here.” (9:5) He thought it was good to live in the glorious way on earth, high on a mountain in transfigured beauty. But Jesus saw a different glory. He headed away from the temporary earthly reflection of glory and went toward the cross. Obviously he saw incomparable glory there, in his upcoming passion, a glory that his disciples could not see at this time. 

How did the disciples comport themselves at this time? Not very well. At the very time that Jesus was headed toward his crucifixion, his disciples, the ones he had called, found time to argue with the teachers of the law (9:16-17), argue about which of them was the greatest (9:34), argue with others who were driving out demons in Jesus’ name (9:38), and jockey for position in the kingdom of God. (10:35-37) Jesus had been teaching them so patiently along the way, rebuking their unbelief (9:14-32), teaching them to welcome Jesus and the kingdom of God like a little child (9:33-50; 10:13-16), as well as the truth of the first and the last. (10:29-31; 41-44) Jesus taught them that everything is possible for him who believes (9:23) and that all things are possible with God. (10:27) In other words, Jesus patiently taught them to see what they would not and could not see, the kingdom of God. 


How could Jesus lead the way to Jerusalem with such disciples, who never seemed to respond or improve in their understanding? Obviously if Jesus’ journey was dependent on the response of these guys, he would have to rethink his trip right after Peter’s confession, for in the very next verses, Peter is rebuking Jesus about the one thing that Jesus had on his mind: to go to Jerusalem, where he must suffer many things, be rejected and be crucified. But Jesus never wavered. It is as if the reaction of the disciples meant nothing. Why? How could he shift the whole focus of his ministry based on one confession, “You are the Christ,” then seemingly ignore the ignorant confessions and rebukes that came from these same disciples numerous times afterward? What can we learn from the observation of his journey? From Jesus’ teachings in these chapters, his truth can be defined as the “must” journey, as we learn for example in 8:31-32, “He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer may things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again.” The word “must” teaches us that the journey is dependent only on the will of God for the Son of Man. The focus of Jesus was not on Jerusalem, nor was it on the mission of his own crucifixion, but beyond that, it was the journey toward God himself. Then was it a somber death march? Actually, it should be for us the window towards the glory of the kingdom of God, the surpassing glory, even surpassing the transfiguration itself. We want to have some glory in this world, and like Peter, we want Jesus to shed light on our life in this world, if even only for a brief time. But Jesus went from there to Jerusalem. He saw the glory that we never see, the glory of the kingdom of God, the true glory for which he called us, who seem endlessly satisfied with furnishing this life with just a crack of heavenly sunlight from time. May God bless us to learn the glorious truth, the glory that Jesus saw as he moved with such hope to Jerusalem. May the truth of the Son of Man open the curtain to shine the fullness of his glory on us. (10:45)
II.  The Authority of the Son (11:1-12:44)

What do we learn about Jesus from his entry into Jerusalem? When he entered, Jesus was greeted with the words, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!” (11:9-10) Jesus came as the fulfillment of these words. By his coming to Jerusalem to be crucified, he became the salvation. 


What do the events of the fig tree and the clearing of the temple reveal about Jesus? These two events reveal his sovereign authority. On the one hand, Jesus reveals his authority over life itself. By his command the fig tree can either live or die. On the other hand, he reveals his sovereign authority over his people and the temple. By his words he condemns the withered religion of the people of God. By his word he cleans the temple to be a house of prayer for all nations. Here Jesus also teaches the value of prayer. Prayer is God’s gift for his people, to be connected to the one who is sovereign over the nations and over life itself. In 11:22-25, Jesus boldly said to ask for anything in prayer, and believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. Prayer is the connection of life between God and his people. By his coming and clearing the temple, Jesus testified to his authority as the Son, to institute the life giving power of prayer, to give life to the withered people. 


What was the response of the Jewish leaders? According to 11:18, the chief priests and teachers of the law heard this and began looking for a way to kill Jesus, for they feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed at his teaching. Then how did Jesus reveal his authority as the Son of God? Did he crush his opposition with his sovereign power? Here we learn the authority of the Son of Man. When the authority of Jesus to do such things as clearing the temple was questioned by the religious leaders, what did he say? First he said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.” (11:29-33) Second, he revealed the authority in a parable. In the parable of the vineyard, Jesus taught the authority of the sovereign owner and of the son. (12:1-12) In these verses, Jesus taught the authority of the Son as the rejected stone. How can the “rejected” stone ever be the authority? Look at 12:10-11. “Haven’t you read the scripture, ‘The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.’” Jesus came to be the rejected stone. By his coming as the rejected stone, Jesus would be the salvation for this world. What do people do? What did the religious leaders do, who knew the scriptures better than anyone? This is the truth, their truth, with which they look for some way to arrest and contain Jesus now, but ultimately crucify him. This is the must truth of Jesus He must be rejected, for he is the rejected stone. His authority as the Son of God is rejected by men, but we should learn to see this truth as Jesus saw it. “The Lord has done this,” this very thing. For Jesus, it was the marvelous truth. Did we ever marvel at the gospel of the rejected stone? By his rejection he claims us who reject him. By his rejection, he exerts his sovereign authority. By his rejection he is revealed to us as the Son of God. 

With what motive did some leaders come to Jesus? (12:13,18-19) In the remainder of chapter 12, Jesus met the questions of those who wanted to mock him and ridicule him. How did Jesus rule over each of their questions? (12:13-17; 18-27; 28-34; 35-37) Jesus taught in these verses to give to God. He taught that God is God of the living. He taught the man with a question of the most important commandment the truth of the kingdom of God. And he taught the irreconcilable truth that the Son of David is the Christ. For those who came with ulterior motives, Jesus opened the kingdom of God, who rules over all of their corrupt motives, and teaches the truth of the glory of God’s kingdom there. Finally, what does Jesus’ teaching in 12:38-44 teach about living under his rule? Here is the story of a poor widow and her offering. This woman is recognized by Jesus because she offered. In contrast to the leaders, she gave all she had. In light of Jesus’ teaching in the last two chapters, she offered herself. To whom? She offered herself to the Lord, the one who is rejected in his own temple by the ones he appointed as stewards, the ones who throw money into the treasury, at the same time conspiring to kill the Son. She fully invested herself to the Lord who has been receiving the rejection from his people in his own house. She placed not just all of her money, but all of her hope in the one who saves her by being the rejected stone. In this sense, she was not so poor. 


In these chapters, Jesus is revealed as the Son of God, and the authority. But he exerts his sovereign authority by being the rejected stone. Through this study of Mark’s gospel, I pray that I may learn to love the rejected stone.
III.  The End of the Age (13:1-37)


As the disciples left the temple they were amazed at the beautiful building and the large stones. There are two things we can learn from Jesus’ response. First, he had prophetic insight into what God was doing at this time. This means that Jesus saw beyond the temple, beyond the current times, the future time when there would be no temple, beyond when heaven and earth would pass away. Jesus saw that the time was moving toward the fulfillment that has to do with God. So as he entered Jerusalem and began preparation for his own impending death, Jesus saw far beyond the next few days. He saw the time when the Son of Man, who was soon to suffer many things, would be coming in clouds with great power and glory. In other words, Jesus approached his own death with the vision of heavenly glory burning brightly. Then what is this prophetic insight? Is it the denial of this reality that is always around us? Here we see the second side of Jesus’ prophetic insight. In chapter 13, Jesus did not avoid the truth of this reality and this life either. He saw that the fulfillment of the end of the age, the consummation of the redemptive history of God, would mean at the same time the reality of wars and rumors of wars, natural disasters, great temptations and persecution, even the betrayal of one brother by another, the destruction of the heavens and the earth as we know them. These are fearful things, things that will make a strong man weak. How could Jesus ever teach his weak disciples such a truth? But he did. According to 13:10, in all of these things the gospel is preached to all nations. According to 13:13, in all of these things salvation comes. It is not that the salvation is fulfilled in spite of all these things. Rather it is through these tribulations that the truth of our God is fulfilled, in us as well as in history and even in eternity. How wonderful is Jesus, who saw such fulfillment as he went to the cross. He truly opens our eyes to see this world and our life with prophetic insight. In some sense this chapter seems awkwardly inserted here. But I learn the necessity of the chapter and the revelation of Jesus here. It is the opening of the mind of the Lord Jesus, who came as the Son of Man and the rejected stone, but saw in these things the eternal fulfillment of God himself.
IV.  Jesus’ Arrest, Trial and Crucifixion (14:1-15:47)

In verses 1-11 of chapter 14, Jesus was anointed by a woman. It was merely the expression from her side of thanksgiving for Jesus, an expression of love. But what does the anointing of Jesus reveal about him? In 14:8-9, we learn that Jesus accepted this act very differently. He accepted it as no less than the anointing of his body for his burial. It was therefore God’s anointing of him for the purpose of the gospel, and the eternal remembrance of the gospel. At what price? According to 10-11, this very act prompted Judas to sell Jesus and betray him to the religious leaders. 


At the Last Supper, Jesus taught his disciples about his death. In verses 22-25, we see the glorious vision of Jesus, that through his death, he would establish a new covenant in his body and blood, an eternal covenant. Jesus had a hope to drink it anew in the kingdom of God. This is how Jesus approached the time of his own death at the supper. When we see such vision at such a time, we can only think that he must be the Son of God.


Then why was Jesus “deeply distressed and troubled?” It seems that Jesus went from being very positive and even victorious to being deeply distressed. According to 14:34, Jesus said, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death.” The soul of the Son of Man was overwhelmed with sorrow. Jesus met the truth of sorrow in his soul. His soul was not our soul, but the soul of the Son of God. Now his soul became overwhelmed with sorrow. The prophet Isaiah testified, “Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.” Here begins the truth that the Son of Man gave his life as a ransom for many. The pure and sinless soul of the Son met the sorrows of the ages. In great understatement, the author simply says that the Son began to be “deeply distressed and troubled.” 

How did he meet the time of distress? According to verses 32-42 he prayed. He prayed, “Abba, Father.” He prayed to the one who had laid the unbearable sorrows of this world upon Jesus, and he offered himself to him. 


How did Jesus understand his arrest? In 14:49, Jesus saw his arrest that “the Scripture must be fulfilled.” He saw his betrayal by the one he loved as the “must” thing, which must be obeyed as a condition of the salvation of this world. Finally, what does Jesus’ reluctance to answer some charges (61), and then his willingness to answer the high priest reveal about him? (62) Jesus did not even respond to phony stories and lies. But he directly testified the truth of the Son of Man as if he was just waiting for the question. “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?” You, who are now under arrest, in great helplessness and weakness, betrayed by your own. Is this the Christ? Jesus responded, “I am.” The rejected stone, the crucified, is the Son of the Blessed One. This Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the Mighty One. Jesus testifies that the Son of Man is the Christ.

What was Peter’s declaration in verses 14:29-31? Peter said he would never fall away, even if all others did. He would even die with Jesus. But what was his reality? (37, 54, 66-71) Peter’s reality was that he couldn’t even testify about Jesus, let alone die for him. No, Peter would not die for Jesus, but Jesus would die for him, carrying all of his sorrows on himself. How did the word of Jesus help Peter? In 14:30, Jesus told Peter of his own repeated denial ahead of time. So according to 14:72, Peter could remember the word of Jesus. The remembrance would not disappear after one night either. This became the defining moment in the life of Peter. He broke down and wept. He repented. What do we learn here about repentance? Here we learn what repentance is. It is not feeling sorrow for disowning Jesus. It is remembering the word of Jesus. It is accepting that this Jesus must bear my sorrow and sin on himself. What did Jesus want to teach Peter? In 1 Peter 2:24 this same Peter testified, “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.” For Peter, repentance meant the death of himself, of the one who said he would die for the Lord but couldn’t. It also meant the new life, the life that is given in the Son who died and gave himself for us, who bore our sorrows to the cross.

How did Pilate try to release Jesus and why was he unsuccessful? Pilate tried to take advantage of a Passover custom to have Jesus released, but he couldn’t, because the religious leaders persuaded a large crowd to demand Jesus be crucified. From this point on, Jesus was submitted to the most embarrassing humiliation, being mocked as a king by the soldiers, beaten, with the only charge against him that he was the king of the Jews. While he was on the cross the soldiers gambled for his clothes. Those at the foot of the cross tempted him to come down and save himself. 


To all these things Jesus did not respond. But what did Jesus cry out? Verse 34 says, “And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?’—which means, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’” When Jesus was carrying the sorrows, he turned to his Father in prayer. Now, carrying the sorrows of this world on the cross, he experienced the indescribable, the utmost spiritual deprivation. It is the Son of God being forsaken by God. Jesus here is truly, in every way, the Son of Man, for man chose to forsake God from the beginning. For men, we are numb to this truth of being away from God. For Jesus, it is the pain, more than the ridicule, more than the nails, more than bearing the weight of his body on the cross, the one thing that could make him cry out. It is at once the revelation of God’s pain at being forsaken by men, and man’s true pain at being cut off from God. Who can describe it? We can witness it. It is of eternal consequence. But we can never describe it. 


Then what happened after Jesus breathed his last? Two things are mentioned. The curtain of the temple was torn in two. The curtain that represents the separation of God and men, the curtain which could never be breached, was torn in two. The death of Jesus opens the kingdom of God. Second, there is the centurion, the military man who had witnessed the process of crucifixion, who mysteriously uttered the statement, “Surely this man was the Son of God.” By his coming and his death alone the veil has been lifted. The glory of God is revealed in the Son of Man. The truth that the Son of Man gave his life produced life itself in of all people a centurion. Who watched these events? There were some women, as well as a man named Joseph. He is the one who buried Jesus. Joseph is a man who is described as waiting for the kingdom of God. At the same time he was a prominent member of the Council. But when he saw the death of Jesus, he boldly went to Pilate himself to ask for the body of Jesus. The dead body of Jesus was the opening of the kingdom of God; in the dead body of the crucified Jesus, Joseph found what he had been waiting for. 


What does the crucifixion of Jesus teach about him? In view of 10:45, I learn that this is how the Son of Man gave his life. At the same time, when he did, the curtain was forever torn. God’s life poured out on men—on one centurion, and on Joseph. “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” I pray that the study of Mark’s gospel may be for us the pouring out of God’s life, on me and on this ministry. What is this life? It is for the discovery of the glory of the gospel of the Son of Man in all these God-given things. May the gospel remove the veil from our minds and give God’s abundant life to each one. 
V.  Epilogue: Jesus’ Resurrection (16:1-20)

Mark’s gospel ends very abruptly. There is nothing but an empty tomb and a risen and departed Jesus. Where is the evidence of the truth of the gospel, that he was ever here, that his word is the life of men? The truth of Mark’s gospel is the truth of the empty tomb and the Risen Jesus. It seems that his resurrection and ascension never change the reality we live in. But according to 16:20, this is the continual confirmation of the word of the Lord today. 


Through the study of Mark as an overview, may God bless us to be prepared to receive life through the gospel of the Son of Man. Let’s read 10:45. “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
