Jesus Goes to Jerusalem

Mk 10:46-11:11

Key verse:  10:52

"Go," said Jesus, "your faith has healed you." Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road.
In the previous passage, we saw the rich, young man’s sense of urgency and sincerity to have eternal life as he ran up to and knelt down before Jesus.  But all that changed when Jesus told him to sell everything and follow him.  When Jesus pointed out how hard it is for the rich to inherit the kingdom of God after the young man went away, the disciples were amazed.  They began to ask who, then, can be saved.  In both cases, whether the rich, young man or Jesus’ own disciples, they ended with impossibility.  They had nowhere else to turn.  If Jesus were not there, then that would indeed be the end.  But thank God for Jesus who called the disciples’ attention to God, that all things are possible with God.  He is the one who came to serve, who gave his life to open the way for them to God.  Thank God that Jesus led the way as they went to Jerusalem where the Son of Man would be betrayed, condemned, flogged, killed and three days later rise from the dead.  May God help us to know this gospel.  Amen.

In today’s passage, Jesus healed a blind man while on his way to Jerusalem.  He then entered Jerusalem on a colt while his disciples and the crowd shouted “Hosanna!”  Just when I thought that Mark’s gospel could not be even more difficult than the passages I wrote Sunday messages on, I was proved wrong.  What is the significance of this passage?  There didn’t seem to be much I could say or find that we haven’t said or found in the past.  But I came to realize that Jesus himself is the center of all the events as revealed in the passage.  You may say in response, “well, that’s obvious,” but I also realized that it is a definite struggle to see Jesus as he is.  May God help us to cry out to Jesus as Bartimaeus did, to welcome him as the Lord.  Amen.

I.  Your Faith has Healed You (10:46-52)

Jesus and his disciples were on their way to Jerusalem.  Based on the previous passage, Jesus was leading the way.  He had resolutely set out for Jerusalem.  Verses 46 and 47 say, “46Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a large crowd, were leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (that is, the Son of Timaeus), was sitting by the roadside begging. 47When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!’”  Jesus and his disciples were passing through Jericho and had no intention on staying, not even to take a rest.  In fact, they were about to leave the city when a blind man interrupted the procession.  This blind man was Bartimaeus who was sitting by the roadside begging.  He was only known as the son of Timaeus.  He had no identity of his own.  We can deduce that this man was an outcast in the Jewish society, a nobody.  In John ch. 9, the disciples walked by a man born blind and asked Jesus whether this man or his parents sinned that he should be blind.  We know from their question that this was the prevalent view in Israel.  Those with a physical ailment were considered ‘sinners’.  Out of all the people in the crowd and along the road, no one would have expected this ‘sinner’, this nobody, to cry out to Jesus.  What caused this man to shout, to act in such a manner, to go crazy?  As we already noted, this man had no special qualities to make him do so.  According to vs. 47, it is obvious that Jesus is the reason for this man to shout.  Here, we witness an amazing event.  This man equated Jesus of Nazareth with the Son of David.  Why is this significant?  He recognized Jesus as the Lord who came in the line of David, the Promised One.  He knew to ask Jesus for mercy, to give him sight; the mercy that only God could give.  How did he come to know Jesus?  This man definitely didn’t see Jesus with his eyes.  No one brought him earlier to Jesus to be healed.  It’s not likely that he heard Jesus’ teaching.  Rather, he must have heard of Jesus from passersby, from people around him talking about Jesus.  What I am led to see is the greatness of Jesus here.  The mere news about Jesus was enough to transform this man.  Just hearing about Jesus made him to recognize that the Lord has come in the person Jesus.  Jesus’ greatness is that far reaching.  Not even blindness can stop Jesus’ own from seeing his glory, from seeing him.  Just the mentioning of Jesus has created a living testimony out of a blind beggar.  Amen.  May God raise 120 in each chapter who see Jesus, the Lord.  Amen.

How did the people respond to the sudden interruption caused by this man shouting?  “48Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, ‘Son of David, have mercy on me!’  49Jesus stopped and said, ‘Call him.’  So they called to the blind man, ‘Cheer up!  On your feet!  He's calling you.’”  We see the definite contrast between the responses of the crowd versus Jesus.  The people rebuked Bartimaeus for his sudden commotion.  Jesus, however, stopped his journey to Jerusalem and called him.  What Jesus did is all the more surprising when we consider why he is going to Jerusalem.  Jesus had in mind the truth of the Son of Man, that he would be betrayed, beaten, killed, and on the third day rise again.  This consumed him as he traveled to Jerusalem.  He was on his way to fulfill the promise of God in the Scriptures, to destroy the powers of sin and death, to bring all of heaven and earth under the glory of God.  He had God’s most urgent business to attend to.  Wasn’t what Bartimaeus doing against God’s work, impeding Jesus from going to Jerusalem?  Jesus could have very well continued on his way to Jerusalem.  But thank God for Jesus.  He saw differently.  He saw God working in this blind beggar who cried out for his mercy.  Even as Jesus alone bore the burden of sinful mankind on himself, he did not dismiss Bartimaeus because of what must happen in Jerusalem.  Rather, for the sake of even one man, a beggar, Jesus came to him as the Lord who is merciful, who alone could give the mercy he seeks.  Even as his own death was approaching, Jesus bore the burden of this man’s blindness and outcast existence.  The beauty of the Son of Man dawns on us in the person Jesus.  Amen.  May God raise 120 in each chapter who join Jesus to take on the burden of this generation.

What did Bartimaeus do when Jesus called him?  “50Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus.”  We again see Jesus’ effect on this man.  A cloak was very important in those times.  Besides clothing, it was often used as a bed.  In Exodus, the Lord even commanded the Israelites to return the cloaks given to them as a pledge so that their neighbors could have a bed to sleep on.  For a beggar, the cloak is his most prized possession, his mobile home.  He had nothing else.  But Bartimaeus threw aside his cloak like it was chaff.  He jumped to his feet in joy and came to Jesus.  We see here and in vs. 49 that all he wanted was to come to Jesus.  He didn’t cared if the people rebuked or even persecuted him.  He shouted even louder for Jesus to hear.  He didn’t care what would happen to his cloak; he was willing to become homeless.  The impact Jesus had on him was so strong that nothing could separate him from Jesus.  All this happened just because he heard about Jesus.  His only concern was to come to Jesus.  He sought Jesus’ mercy until he received it.  As someone would say, Bartimaeus was crazy about Jesus.

What happened next?  Let’s read vs. 51.  “‘What do you want me to do for you?’ Jesus asked him.  The blind man said, ‘Rabbi, I want to see.’”  I realized here that Jesus is the only one who was entitled to ask this question and be able to fulfill whatever request came from the man.  His question freed the man from the bondage to darkness and hopelessness into the wonderful light of God.  Jesus’ question reached out like a life line to a dying man.  The response from the man is equally significant for without Jesus, he would not ask to see.  It would be an insane request.  But when he heard about and now met Jesus, wanting to see became the possibility, even more so, the certainty, because the Lord came.  What did Jesus say when the man wanted to see?  Let’s read vs. 52.  “‘Go,’ said Jesus, ‘your faith has healed you.’  Immediately, he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road.”  In this one verse, two more surprising events happened.  One, at Jesus’ word, the man saw and two, the man, at receiving his sight, followed Jesus.  By Jesus’ words alone, Bartimaeus’ sight was completely healed.  We so often read that Jesus healed this person or that person that we rarely consider how amazing these events are.  No one could help this man, a prisoner to his blindness.  Making this man to see is an impossible thing.  If Jesus had not come, he would have remained a blind nobody and that would be the end.  But thank God that Jesus did come and for Jesus, he just spoke and the man was healed.  As is testified in Mt 11:5, “The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor.”  Amen.  At this point, we may wonder why Jesus said, “your faith has healed you” instead of “I have healed you.”  Why did Jesus call attention to this man’s faith?  Did this person somehow participate in healing himself?  We know that Jesus at his word healed him.  What Jesus says here shows that the man is no longer the son of Timaeus, the blind beggar.  Rather, by using the word faith, Jesus is testifying that this man is a new creation of God.  Amen.
The effect Jesus had on this man didn’t just end when the sight was given.  If the good news of Jesus caused this man to shout that Jesus is the Son of David, what happened now that he has met the person Jesus?  This man was literally received back from the dead.  His sight meant new life for him.  He was freed from the bondage to darkness and an existence as a nobody.  He could have gone home to see his parents.  He could have travelled throughout Jerusalem to see all the great buildings he never saw before.  There were so many things the man could have done with his new sight.  Yet, he didn’t do any of those things.  Rather, he followed Jesus along the road.  Why did he do that?  We see that this man treasured Jesus above even his new sight, his new life.  Not only did he have eyes to see, he saw the beauty and glory of Jesus.  He found his treasure in heaven.  Actually, his desire to be with Jesus was evident from the beginning when he cried out to Jesus.  We again witness the greatness of Jesus, who gave this man not just physical sight, but the insight into the coming of the kingdom of God, to see the glory and beauty of the Son of Man in Jesus.  Amen.  May God raise 120 like Bartimaeus who cry out, who sought until they are with Jesus, until they see the greatness, the beauty of Jesus, the Son of Man.  Amen.  

II.  The Lord Needs It (11:1-11)

After Jesus healed Bartimaeus, he resumed his journey with his disciples to Jerusalem.  “1As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, 2saying to them, ‘Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden.  Untie it and bring it here.  3If anyone asks you, “Why are you doing this?” tell him, “The Lord needs it and will send it back here shortly.”’”  When Jesus and his disciples arrived at Bethphage and Bethany, he sent two of them on a very unusal errand.  He gave specific instructions and details.  They were to bring back a colt from the exact location Jesus said.  If anyone were to ask why they were doing this, they were to simply say that the Lord needs the colt and will send it back shortly.  This is one of the few times in which Jesus referred to himself as the Lord in Mark’s gospel.  His words here give us insight into this passage.  The two disciples followed Jesus’ instruction.  “4They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway.  As they untied it, 5some people standing there asked, "What are you doing, untying that colt?"  6They answered as Jesus had told them to, and the people let them go.”  What is surprising is that when some people saw the disciples untie the colt, the two were allowed to do so when they answered as Jesus had instructed.  The two disciples said that the Lord needs the colt and this was sufficient reason for the people to believe.  Wow!  Obviously, what happened is not mere coincidence nor is it a daily occurrence.  This event happened because of Jesus.  Based on previous studies of this passage, we know that the colt was part of God’s preparation for Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem.  In addition, we see that Jesus is emphasized and shown as the Lord here.  Everything happened according to his word.  His word was sufficient for the people to allow the colt to be taken by his disciples.  There is no explanation in this passage as to why the people readily accepted.  But as we witnessed in Bartimaeus, even the good news about Jesus is sufficient to transform a person.  They heard Jesus’ word and believed.  Amen.  What effect did all this have on the two disciples?  As they followed Jesus’ every instruction, they were reminded of Jesus at each step.  Every event that happened was like a spark in their mind, from finding the colt in the location Jesus said to seeing the people allowing them to take the colt when they answered according to Jesus.  The word of Jesus burned brightly in them.  What happened here must have remained in these two throughout their lifetime.
Verses 7 through 10 say, “7When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it.  8Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut in the fields.  9Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted, "Hosanna!"  "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!"  10"Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!"  "Hosanna in the highest!"  We see here that Jesus didn’t just have an impact on Bartimaeus while coming to Jerusalem.  The disciples used their cloaks as Jesus’ saddle while many people used theirs to pave the road for Jesus.  And still there were others who cut branches and spread them on the road.  Everyone shouted hosanna, praising God.  Each of them, even if it was for this moment, offered themselves to God.  They joined God in the proclamation of the coming kingdom of God and served the Lord.  All the while, Jesus is at the center of this celebration.  He is the reason why they praised God continuously.  He is why they were awakened to God who fulfilled his promise in Zechariah 9:9 to send the King riding on a colt.  Because of Jesus, they were included in God’s work to usher in the King of Zion.  Jesus didn’t incite the crowd with trumpets or boastful words.  His presence alone brought the people into the glorious praises of God.  Now everyone is crazy about Jesus.  He is the glorious Lord who quietly rode the colt into Jerusalem.  Amen.

What happened next?  “11Jesus entered Jerusalem and went to the temple.  He looked around at everything, but since it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the Twelve.”  We wonder why Jesus went to the temple upon arriving in Jerusalem.  Mark noted that he looked around at everything.  Though he left the temple because the time was late, he again came back to the temple the next day as we know in the later verses.  We see here what Jesus had in mind when he came to the temple.  The temple is God’s house of prayer for all nations.  He went to the temple as a testimony of God’s work, that the worship of God would be restored.  The people of Israel and even all nations would worship God in spirit and truth, not by stone or building or animal sacrifice.  He entered Jerusalem to reclaim worship for God as he alone could, to cleanse the people who were preoccupied with their survival that they may belong to God.  This is what Jesus did, the Son of Man who served and gave his life as a ransom for many.  Amen.
Thank God for Jesus who called Bartimaeus, who created a man of faith.  Thank God for Jesus who is revealed the Lord who has come when he entered Jerusalem on a colt and reclaimed worship for God.  May God bless our joint worship services that we may build eachother up in the Lord.  Help the Mustard Seed Fellowship to serve students through Romans this fall.  Amen.

Let’s pray.

