The Lord of the “Unclean”
Mark 7:1-23

Key verse:  8 – You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to the traditions of men.
I. You have let go of the commands of God (1-13)
1. vs. 1-4.  From where did the Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law come?  Around whom did they gather?  Why?  What did they see? (2)  What does ‘unclean’ mean in this case? (2b)  What tradition of the elders did they uphold? (3)  Why did they not eat unless they washed their hands after returning from the marketplace?  What else did they observe? (4b)  Why were the elders, the Pharisees, and the teachers of the law so concerned about the washing of hands, cups, pitchers, and kettles? (15a)

2. vs. 5.  What did the Pharisees and teachers of the law ask Jesus?  How serious was the tradition of the elders to them? (5; note the word ‘live’)  

3. vs. 6-8.  What did Jesus say in reply? (6, 7)  What is the significance that Jesus said these words versus Isaiah?  What does this reveal about Jesus?  What did he call the Pharisees and the teachers of the law? (6a)  Why were they actually hypocrites? (6b, 7)  What did Jesus point out about their practice? (8)  What was Jesus concerned about here? (6b-8)  With what, then, should the Pharisees and the teachers of the law be concerned?

4. vs. 9-13.  What command did God give through Moses? (10a)  How serious is the consequence if a person dishonors his father or mother? (10b)  What did the Pharisees and the teachers of the law say that allowed people to set aside this command of God in order to observe their own traditions? (9, 11, 12)  What happened as a result? (13)  Is this the only situation in which they nullified the word of God by their traditions? (13b)

II.  What makes a man unclean (14-23)

5. vs. 14, 15.  What did Jesus want everyone to do? (14)  What did Jesus want them to understand? (15)  What does this reveal about Jesus?

6. vs. 17-23.  What did the disciples ask Jesus? (17)  What did Jesus ask in return? (18)  How did Jesus explain that nothing that enters a man from the outside can make him “unclean”? (19a)  What is the significance in Jesus’ declaration? (19b)  What does this reveal about Jesus? (19b)  What makes a man ‘unclean’? (20-23)  What is Jesus concerned about here? (23)  What does this reveal about Jesus?

