THE SECRET OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD
Mark 4:1-34

Key Verse 4:11

*  The Parable of the Farmer (1-20)

1. v. 1-2 Where did Jesus begin to teach? Where had Jesus been teaching? Why do you think Jesus taught by the lake? What was the response on this day? Why had so many people most likely come? What did Jesus do? What do you learn about how Jesus saw the crowds? About why he spoke in parables? What do you learn of Jesus here?

2. v. 3-8. What was the parable Jesus taught here? Why might Mark have remembered this parable and included it here? In the parable, how would you describe the farmer? What was the result of his labor? What do you learn here?

3. v. 9-13. After telling this simple sounding story of the farmer, what did Jesus say? Why? How did the followers of Jesus receive his word? What did Jesus respond to them? How were they different from those on the outside? How can this be the secret of the kingdom of God? Why did Jesus use parables? What do you learn about Jesus here about the secret of the kingdom of God?

4. v. 14-19. What did Jesus say to those who asked him about the parable? What do you learn from Jesus who rebuked their lack of understanding? What do the farmer and the seed represent? What do the first three types of soil represent? What do you learn from Jesus who sowed the word in such an environment?

5. v. 20. Why does a farmer sow seed? Why did Jesus sow the word? What would be the result? What do you learn about the kingdom of God through this parable? What do you learn about Jesus and his word?
*  What is the Kingdom of God Like? (21-34)

6. v. 21-23. What did Jesus teach about the lamp? What is the obvious thing to do with a lamp? How is the word of Jesus like a lamp? What does it mean to put a lamp on a lamp stand?

7. v. 24-25. What does it mean to “consider carefully what you hear”? What does it mean to measure what we hear? What will be the result?
8. v. 26-34. How is the kingdom of God like a growing seed? What will be the result, regardless of what we perceive? How is the kingdom of God like a mustard seed? What do you learn in these verses about the kingdom of God? According to verses 33-34, how can we grow in the knowledge of the kingdom of God?
