JESUS APPOINTS THE TWELVE
Mark 3:7-35

Key Verse: 3:14-15
“He appointed twelve—designating them apostles—that
they might be with him and that he might send them out
to preach and to have authority to drive out demons.”

In today’s passage, Jesus withdraws with his disciples into the mountains. There he appointed twelve to be his apostles. At first glance, it appears that Jesus is shrinking back after receiving opposition from some Pharisees. But when we consider the passage, we see the production of God’s people and the advancing of the kingdom of God, even as the times grow desperate and Jesus himself is opposed. What can we learn from Jesus here, and in our times?
I.  Jesus Shepherds the Crowds (7-12)
Jesus had proclaimed himself to the Pharisees as Lord of the Sabbath. He then proceeded to heal a man with a shriveled hand in the synagogue on the Sabbath, right in front of the Pharisees. They either had to repent and accept him as their Lord, or reject him. From this time they went out and began to plot with the Herodians how they might kill Jesus. They could not accept Jesus, nor could they just ignore him. They were compelled to hate him to the point of plotting his murder. This was more than just a theological difference of opinion on the Sabbath. They were being driven by the power of sin in them to destroy Jesus.

What would Jesus do at such a time? Verse 7 says, “Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the lake, and a large crowd from Galilee followed.” Jesus withdrew at this time from any confrontation with the Pharisees. First of all, he had just begun his work; it was not time for him yet to give his life as a ransom for many in the same way as when he went to the cross. So while others may plot to kill him, it was not time for Jesus to die. Second, Jesus withdrew because he didn’t come to fight with people but to call them. Jesus didn’t come to have a confrontation with some religious leaders; he came to confront the power of sin and the devil himself. So Jesus withdrew from the small confrontation because he was compelled to engage in the real work against the power of sin that destroyed men. Third, Jesus withdrew with his disciples. Not only that, but a large crowd from Galilee followed him as well. This is the beautiful picture of Jesus, who Peter described as “the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.” (1Pe 2:25) At the very time that Jesus was being rejected, he was also responsible for his sheep, meaning his disciples as well as large crowds from Galilee. Jesus would not endanger even one sheep to engage in a petty argument with some Pharisees. So Jesus withdrew, and his flock followed him as sheep follow a shepherd. 
Verse 8 shows that the word of Jesus had spread beyond his disciples or even Galilee. “When they heard all he was doing, many people came to him from Judea, Jerusalem, Idumea, and the regions across the Jordan and around Tyre and Sidon.” Who else came to Jesus at this time, and where were they from? According to verse 8, Jesus’ ministry had become more than just a local phenomenon. Jesus attracted people from all over Judea, and from points east, west, north and south, including the Gentile lands beyond the Jordan on one side, and to Tyre and Sidon on the Mediterranean coast on the other. People were coming from all over. Why did they come? Verse 8 says that they heard all that Jesus was doing. They had the same illnesses and disease, demons and evil spirits as the people from Galilee. They heard about the man Jesus, who healed completely, and they came. Jesus functioned in a very small area around Galilee. But the crowds coming to him reveal that his ministry was not small. It was universal in the sense that it met the need common to all people, whether near or far, Jew or Gentile, religious or not. While Jesus withdrew from the fight with the Pharisees, he never withdrew from meeting the need of people no matter how great.
Then what did Jesus have to do because of the crowd? Verse 9 says, “Because of the crowd he told his disciples to have a small boat ready for him, to keep the people from crowding him.” When Jesus never turned anyone away, what happened? The crowds became so great that they threatened to crush Jesus. It was like a swarm of humanity pressing ever closer. There seems to be no sense of order or protocol whatever, just a mad rush toward the Lord. What did Jesus want to do from the boat? Mark 4:1 indicates that Jesus would teach from the boat. At the same time, these verses imply that it was necessary for Jesus to do something to avoid being crushed by the tide of people coming toward him. We learn something precious about Jesus here. Jesus never turned away anyone who came to him in their desperate need. An how great was the need of people! Verse 10 describes the scene. “For he had healed many, so that those with diseases were pushing forward to touch him.” The crowds here were not just pushy or impolite. They were desperate for healing. From Jesus’ perspective, a mass of disease ridden people were pushing toward him. But Jesus did not hop into the boat to escape the crowd. Nor did he do so just to immunize himself from their diseases. He wanted to preach the word of God to them, so that they may be healed. He wanted to cure their diseases completely at his command. And he wanted to drive out the demons and evil spirits that tormented them and made them so desperate. (11) What we see in the desperation of the people is likely to be their diseases, their behavior, their impropriety. But Jesus saw something different, for he never rebuked their demeanor. Instead he healed their diseases. Jesus had begun his work. To him, the sea of people looked like a great army responding to the message that the kingdom of God is near. They were battering at the very door of the kingdom. Jesus would not turn them away. He came to shepherd people toward the kingdom. He came to open the door. He did this by taking up the infirmities and carrying the sorrows of many (Isa 53:4). When I am concerned about propriety, I can only become critical of many in these desperate times, but few will be healed. But in this passage I am invited into to repent my propriety, to get into the boat with Jesus, to see this world from a new perspective, to see the spiritual reality that he saw. I can’t make even one person act properly, even according to my own standard. But Jesus can heal many. He is the healing shepherd. May God raise up 120 in these desperate times who can help others, even push others to go to Jesus for his healing.
What did evil spirits do when they saw Jesus? Verse 11 says, “Whenever the evil spirits saw him, they fell down before him and cried out, ‘You are the Son of God.’” They were right; Jesus is the Son of God. But verse 12 says that he gave them strict orders not to tell who he was. Why was Jesus so strict about them not telling who he was? First, Jesus doesn’t need the testimony of evil spirits to witness his authority. They were not part of the solution; they were the very reason that the many were tormented. Second, he is not the Son of God because he is stronger by comparison than the evil spirits. He is holy; his identity is not derived from evil spirits at all. Third, he is the Son of God who came to heal in every way, physically, mentally and spiritually. He is not some mystical supernatural power or force to drive out evil. This makes men superstitious, but not to have life. Jesus is the Son of God who came to be approached by so many desperate people, who came to carry their infirmities on himself, and in doing so to give life, reveal himself and open wide the kingdom of God.
II.  Jesus Appoints Twelve Apostles (13-19)

In the times when he was under such demand what did Jesus do? Verse 13 says, “Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to him those he wanted, and they came to him.” This is a beautiful picture of Jesus’ call. Jesus is the Son of Man who came to this world which is full of infirmity and sickness and evil spirits. He came to bear the sicknesses and sins of men tormented in this world. At the same time, Jesus came to call to himself. Jesus wants to call men from this world, from the life that is constantly demanded, back to himself. It wasn’t a decision Jesus came to lightly, but through solitary prayer. It was the call to share in his life, who shared in ours in such a wonderful way. It is the invitation to the mind and heart of the Lord. It is blessing upon blessing, for in this way our eyes begin to be open to see what Jesus himself saw as he healed others in this world.
 
Of those he wanted, what designation did he give to twelve of them? Verses 14-15 say, “He appointed twelve—designating them apostles—that they might be with him and that he might send them out to preach and to have authority to drive out demons.” Jesus did not call all of the crowds who came for healing apostles. He didn’t even call the ones who followed him from Galilee apostles. Jesus was very selective. He chose just twelve to be given the designation. For what did Jesus call them? 
First, that they might be with him. Jesus called out of this world a few who might be with him. While Jesus lived as a man, these twelve would share a common life with him. They would be with him when he fed the five thousand, and they were invited to participate. They would be with him when he was transfigured on the holy mountain. They would be with him when he was welcomed into Jerusalem to shouts of “Hosanna!” They would be with him in the garden of Gethsemane when he prayed on the night before he was crucified. They were with Jesus and experienced the life of the Son of Man. Jesus called these twelve to be with him. It was an eternal calling. When Jesus rose from the dead, he came back to the twelve he had called. When he ascended, he promised to be with them to the end of the age. The first element of apostleship is being with Jesus.
Second, that he might send them out to preach. The second part of Jesus’ calling is that these twelve would be sent out to preach. They became ambassadors or representatives of Jesus. Their message would be the same as Jesus’ message, and their mission the same as his. Jesus made them to be called by his name. They would make many mistakes in their capacity as apostles. At times they would fail to do what Jesus commanded them, and even get into arguments with others when they were supposed to be preaching. But Jesus would never withdraw his endorsement of them. They were the Twelve, known by Jesus’ name, and Jesus would also identify himself as their teacher and master. In the calling to be sent out in his name, Jesus meant to accomplish his calling of them for the salvation of this world, at the same time to cover them forever in his grace.
Third, to have authority to drive out demons. Jesus gave the twelve spiritual authority. By his calling they became engaged in the spiritual warfare. It was the calling to discern the times they lived in from Jesus’ viewpoint. Jesus’ calling of them was the entrance to a new world, a new life, a whole new existence for them. They would no longer be amazed spectators looking on at Jesus’ ministry. They would be in the midst of the ministry themselves. For that, Jesus gave them the necessary authority to drive out demons.

The appointment of the Twelve was a turning point in Jesus’ ministry. Until now Jesus functioned by himself; now he would spend time to raise the Twelve as apostles at the same time that he was under the demand of the many who desperately needed healing. We learn here that the healing for them was this new life, the life as Jesus’ apostle. They would be more than healed from disease. They were made new as apostles of Jesus, having the spiritual discernment and authority of Jesus himself. Then who were the Twelve he appointed? Verses 16-19 say, “These are the twelve he appointed: Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter); James son of Zebedee and his brother John (to them he gave the name Boanerges, which means Sons of Thunder); Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.” The names here give us a clear picture of the apostleship ministry of Jesus. Each of the Twelve can help us understand the mind of Jesus and the kingdom of God better. 


One thing we notice is that several of those called received new designations from Jesus. There was Peter, who was previously named Simon at the time of his calling. The name Simon has the connotation of sand, while the name Peter means rock. This is the truth of the calling as an apostle for one man, to become the rock upon which Christ built his church. We also see that James and John were nicknamed as the sons of thunder. Originally they were somewhat self-serving in their life as apostles, wanting the best seats in the kingdom of God, ahead of all the other apostles. Later John would become the writer of the most beautiful gospel of love. He received personally from Jesus the new command to love one another. When he practiced this command as a matter of life, he became a source of life and light and love to generations of other apostles of Jesus even until today. His visionary life made the kingdom of God a reality for the early church until today. Then there was Matthew. He was a tax collector named Levi until Jesus commanded him with the two words, “Follow me.” Jesus made Levi to be called by his name as an apostle, although it meant Jesus himself would be accused of being a friend of tax collectors and “sinners.” By bearing the accusations of others, Jesus gave Levi new life as Matthew, who later would also be the writer of the gospel of Jesus. These are the examples of those Jesus set apart as apostles. When Jesus appointed them, they began the new life as his apostles.


Then there were Philip and Andrew. Philip was a man for whom everything was impossible. He was a PhD level math genius, but when he calculated what Jesus would ask, everything was impossible. Once he calculated how much it would cost to buy bread for five thousand hungry people. But with his calculation, he couldn’t feed even one. But Andrew was a man who offered what he had—even if it seemed ridiculous—to Jesus. He did this with five loaves and two fish, and Jesus blessed his faith to feed five thousand. And what about Thomas? He would never believe. When Jesus rose from the dead, Thomas would not believe until he placed his hand into Jesus’ wounded side. This Thomas was Jesus’ apostle. Jesus didn’t call the best and brightest of this world to be his apostles. He called those he wanted. Sometimes they were not even memorable. Aside from being included here, we don’t know what became of Thaddeus, for instance. But he is included as Jesus’ apostle. So he is unforgettable to Jesus.


Finally, there is the calling of Judas Iscariot, who Mark boldly admits betrayed Jesus, as one of the apostles. Was this a mistake? Or did Jesus have a death wish? What we know is that the calling of the Twelve included Judas Iscariot who betrayed him. If the calling as an apostle is the new life, the inclusion of Judas indicates how it comes to those who receive it. It is by the betrayal of the Son of Man by one of his own. It is an absolute calling. Jesus never kicked Judas out as an apostle, even the night he was betrayed. Jesus bore the betrayal as he had borne the diseases of men on himself. The crushing sea of humanity was but one example of the suffering Jesus bore in order to heal people in the desperate times. But Jesus at such a time called twelve apostles, one of whom would betray him. He bore all of the rejection of men on himself as well, and did it unto death. He bore the unspeakable betrayal of Judas just as God had borne the unthinkable rejection of men, even those he called by his name as his own, throughout history. The appointing of the Twelve was the testimony in the desperate time that the Lord was sending healing and his salvation. The calling of the twelve was the new life given in the midst of it all. In relation to verses 7-12, it seems like an inappropriate response to the desperation of the people who descended upon Jesus. But this was what Jesus did, he appointed twelve. The desperation of the world would not get better. The Son of Man would be betrayed and crucified. And the apostles themselves would participate in this life of suffering. This is what Jesus did at the time, he appointed twelve. Jesus was going ahead, confronting the power of sin itself. He was not responding to the deprivation in the world, which was but a symptom. He was fulfilling the will of God for the salvation of this world. He was beginning the work of creating new heavens and new earth, beginning with the creation of a few he appointed as apostles. 
III.  My Brother and Sister and Mother (20-35)
Verses 20-21 say, “Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples were not even able to eat. When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, ‘He is out of his mind.’” Until now there was no mention in Mark’s gospel of Jesus’ family. Until now there is no mention of the rejection of Jesus’ family members. But when the crowds and the ministry affected Jesus’ ability to eat, then the family became concerned, so concerned that they thought Jesus was out of his mind. In this way Jesus bore the accusation of his close family at this time.
Not only so, but there was other opposition. What charge did some religious leaders from Jerusalem make about Jesus? And the teachers of the law who came down from Jerusalem said, “He is possessed by Beelzebub! By the prince of demons he is driving out demons.” Their accusation was not an official charge of any kind. They didn’t issue a subpoena for Jesus to stand trial as a friend of demons. Probably they meant to do nothing more than call Jesus names, to discredit him as a means of propping up their own work. 
What did Jesus do? In verses 23-26 he taught them a parable to show how foolish their accusation was. “So Jesus called them and spoke to them in parables: ‘How can Satan drive out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand. And if Satan opposes himself and is divided, he cannot stand; his end has come.’” To those who accused him, Jesus testified the truth of the spiritual battle they spoke of, but were in fact ignorant of. What they were witnessing in Jesus’ ministry was no less than the end of Satan’s reign; his kingdom cannot stand.

What else did Jesus teach his accusers about the purpose of his coming? Verse 27 says, “In fact, no one can enter a strong man's house and carry off his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man. Then he can rob his house.” According to verse 27, what they were witnessing in Jesus’ work was no less than the coming of the stronger one, to carry off what Satan had bound for so long, and to tie him up.
So why were their accusations such a serious matter? They were witnessing the work of the Christ. To men who were bound by Satan, tormented by diseases and evil spirits, Jesus came bringing healing and the power to forgive and make new. He came to bind up the enemy Satan and free the captives into God’s kingdom. As the Holy Spirit moved through the Christ, what were they doing? They were playing name calling games. It was a fearful mistake. So Jesus warned them, “’I tell you the truth, all the sins and blasphemies of men will be forgiven them. But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; he is guilty of an eternal sin.’ He said this because they were saying, ‘He has an evil spirit.’” 
Now who came looking for Jesus and why? Look at verses 31-35. Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived to take charge of him, for they thought he was out of his mind. (21) “Then Jesus' mother and brothers arrived. Standing outside, they sent someone in to call him. A crowd was sitting around him, and they told him, ‘Your mother and brothers are outside looking for you.’ ‘Who are my mother and my brothers?’ he asked. Then he looked at those seated in a circle around him and said, ‘Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoever does God's will is my brother and sister and mother.’” Jesus saw those seated around him, who had come to him out of the desperate times for healing, for the word of God and for life. When he did, he saw those who did God’s will, and he called them his brother and sister and mother. Later his own mother and brother would be included here, as those who did God’s will. While times were certainly desperate, and while even the leaders of the time could not discern God’s work, in fact the Holy Spirit was moving through Jesus to create God’s people, Jesus’ own brother and sister and mother, those who did God’s will. In the same way, as the desperate crowds forced their way to Jesus for healing, Jesus was producing apostles, God’s people, out of those he called. What do we learn here about Jesus’ call in our times? It is not the call out of this world, or to a better life in this world. It is the call to life—Jesus’ life—created in us when we live as his apostles, seeking his will, in our desperate times.
