THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL

Mark 1:1-20

Key Verse: 1:1

*  The Gospel as Beginning (1-8)

1. v.1  What is Mark’s gospel about? What is the gospel? Who is Jesus? What can you learn here?
2. v. 2-5  What are the prophecies, especially Isaiah, about the beginning of the gospel? How did John the Baptist fulfill the prophecy? How did he prepare the way for the Lord? How did the people respond? How could the gospel begin for them? For us?

3. v. 6-8  How did John live? What do you learn from the way he lived? Why do you think he lived this way? What did he speak? How did he illustrate the Lord who was coming?

*  The Kingdom of God is Near (9-20)

4. v. 9-11  How did Jesus fulfill the prophecies of Isaiah and John? How did the Spirit support Jesus’ revelation? How did God support it? What can we learn about Jesus? (1,3,7,9)

5. v. 12-13  What did the Spirit do after descending on Jesus like a dove? What happened to Jesus? Why do you think the Spirit sent Jesus to be tempted by Satan? Then why did God send angels to attend him? What do you learn from the fact that the gospel began with the temptation of Jesus?

6. v. 14-15  What happened to John? What did Jesus do at that time? What did he proclaim? What did he mean, “The time has come?” How could he say that the kingdom of God is near? Therefore how could they have the kingdom of God in such times?

7. v. 16-20  What else did Jesus do to proclaim the good news? Where did he call the first disciples? Who were they? How did he call them? How did they respond? What do you learn from his promise? How can you relate this to verse 15? What do you learn that the gospel begins in the calling of a few fishermen? What do you learn from their response?
