JESUS HAS RISEN

Luke 24:1-53

Key Verse: 24:6

“He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told

you, while he was still with you in Galilee…”


Luke concluded this gospel with the account of Jesus’ resurrection. When Jesus was raised, he appeared to a few women, a few disciples, and then was taken up to heaven. What he left his people with was not the proof of his being raised; it was the gospel of the Christ who had to suffer, be crucified and raised. Where can we see the glorious truth of the risen Jesus? Only in this gospel. May God bless us to remember Jesus’ words.

I.  “He is not Here; He has Risen” (24:1-35)

Verse 1 says, “On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb.” These are the women who had come with Jesus all the way from Galilee. They are the ones who even followed Jesus’ body and saw how it was laid in the tomb in the hours after his death. They had prepared spices and perfumes with which to anoint Jesus’ dead body. They would have come sooner, but they had to rest on the Sabbath in obedience to the commandment. These women loved Jesus. It was with such love that they had followed Jesus all the way from Galilee to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover with him, and to care for his needs. They had not come to anoint his dead body. But now that was all they could do with their love for Jesus. 

What did they find at the tomb? Verses 2-3 say, “They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.” They wondered how the huge sealing stone was now rolled away from the mouth of the tomb. They entered and investigated and found that the tomb was empty; they wondered what happened to the body. It was very early on the first day after the Sabbath, yet the stone that sealed the tomb was rolled away. They had come to the tomb to anoint Jesus’ dead body, and they couldn’t find it!

Look at verses 4-7. “While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, ‘Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: “The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.”’”

First, “Why do you look for the living among the dead?” The first reaction of the women to the sudden appearance of two men in gleaming white was fright. They bowed before the men. But what the two men asked the women was, “Why do you look for the living among the dead?” The women were looking for the dead body of Jesus. Why? Because of their love for Jesus. That’s why they had come here so early. But Jesus is the living. He is not among the dead. What the women intended to do was anoint Jesus’ dead body; what they wound up doing was looking for the living among the dead. If Jesus is among the dead, then their love—as beautiful as it seems to us—could only end in putting a perfume smell on death. But Jesus is the living. Their love is made perfect in him who is living. Death is not the end, but Jesus is the end of their love. He is the living, who makes their love for him a fragrant offering pleasing to God. That is one testimony to us that Jesus is risen.

Second, “He is not here; he has risen!” After this the man said, “He is not here; he has Risen.” Where is the risen Jesus? He’s not here. “Here” is among the dead. The truth of the risen Jesus is that he is not here. He is the living. He has risen, but he is not here. There is a tomb where he should be, but there is no body. Jesus didn’t rise from the dead in full view of his disciples or these women who loved him so. He didn’t even wait around for them to arrive. Where did he go? Not here. The word “not” is significant. It tells us the truth of Jesus’ resurrection. We are left with no explanation, no evidence, no tangible proof of the truth. That is itself the testimony that he has risen. The risen Lord does not belong to anything that is dead or “here.” He is the living; he has risen!

Third, remember how he told you. Verses 6b-7 say, “Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’” The two men left the women with the gospel. It is the same gospel he told them back in Galilee. It is the same gospel he had repeated throughout his ministry. From the moment Peter first called Jesus, “the Christ of God,” Jesus had opened this gospel to them. From that time he set his direction on Jerusalem and the cross. It was what Jesus came for. He came as the Son of Man who must be crucified. It is not in a physical appearance, but in this gospel that Jesus is made known to his people. We remember the one who was delivered into the hands of sinful men, who was crucified, who was himself helpless because God made him to be like that. We remember him as the Son of Man who sweat drops of blood to submit to such a will of God, and who, with his last ounce of strength, completely committed his spirit into the hands of such a Father. It is not the gospel of the dead, but it is the gospel of God. Death has no power over the gospel of God. In the gospel the dead are raised. In the gospel the Son of Man must be the risen. Look at verse 8. “Then they remembered his words.” We who are here can only look for the living among the dead. We can’t see the risen. But the gospel of the Son of Man reveals the truth of the risen Jesus to us.

What did the women do after this? Luke 24:9 says, “When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others.” The women were the ones who had been with him for a long time. They were credible people. It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles. (10) Still, the disciples did not believe the women. Why not? Verse 11 says it was because their words seemed to them like nonsense. This is the truth of the gospel, and of the testimony of the resurrection. What was the testimony of the risen Jesus to the women seemed like nonsense, even to the Eleven and all the others.

How was Peter different than the others? “Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened.” Peter could not make better sense of the women’s words than the others. He went to the tomb to see. Peter loved Jesus. We might say he had a personal gospel experience on the night Jesus was crucified. He denied Jesus three times. Then he remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him. It sounds very similar to what the two men said to the women. Shouldn’t he be able to understand this resurrection truth better? But even Peter, with his love for Jesus, his previous gospel experience and his eyewitness view of the empty tomb, went away wondering to himself what had happened. It is all he could do. The risen Jesus would reveal himself to Peter in the gospel, not in strips of linen lying by themselves.

In verses 13-35, Jesus met two others as they walked on the road. Verses 13-14 say, “Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. They were talking with each other about everything that had happened.” These two were nameless disciples and followers of Jesus. They were probably among the many who excitedly participated when Jesus entered Jerusalem a week ago. They had had such a great expectation; now they were leaving dejected. All they could do was talk with each other about everything that had happened. But as they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; but they were kept from recognizing him. (15-16) The risen Jesus came to those who could not recognize him in order to reveal himself to them. But for now they were kept from recognizing him. He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” They stood still, their faces downcast. One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and do not know the things that have happened there in these days?” “What things?” he asked. These disciples then gave a detailed and factual account of the events. Look at verses 19-24. “About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” These two knew all the facts of the gospel. They explained the facts to Jesus himself. Their conclusion was that they had hoped Jesus had come to redeem Israel, but he was crucified instead. But even though they knew all the facts they were blind to Jesus at this time. They had also heard the news from the women about the empty tomb, and it was amazing. Still, they didn’t stay in Jerusalem; they left the others and headed back to Emmaus. These two were not the type to put perfume on a dead body.

At this point Jesus spoke to them. Look at verses 25-27. “He said to them, ‘How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?’ And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.” Jesus met two disciples who had followed him, who had out their hope in him as their redeemer and even the redeemer of Israel, and he rebuked their folly and unbelief. Why? To awaken them to the truth of the Christ who had to suffer all of the various things they had spoken of. To reveal to them the glory of the Christ who had to suffer, who was testified to in the Law, and all of the Prophets. The facts are no different. But unless the facts of the gospel testify the glory of God to us, we dwell in our hopes, our folly and our unbelief. That was where Jesus came to meet these two.

As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he were going farther. But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them. (28-29) What happened as they sat down to eat? Look at verses 30-32. “When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. They asked each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?’” Jesus broke the bread. When he did this at the Last Supper he said, “This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” Now when he broke the bread, the eyes of the two were opened to recognize him. They recognized Jesus as the Christ who had to suffer, whose body was broken for them. Jesus appeared to them as the suffering Christ, and when he did he just as quickly disappeared from their sight. He left them with a good case of heartburn, which was the Scriptures opened to them. The Risen Jesus opens the Scriptures to us who can’t explain anything. The Risen Jesus appears to us in the gospel of the Son of Man—the Christ who has to suffer and then enter his glory.

What did the two do next? Look at verses 33-35. “They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together and saying, ‘It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.’ Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread.” These two had already walked seven miles away from Jerusalem. It was dark, and the day was almost over. But when their eyes were opened to recognize Jesus, it was like a new day. They returned at once to Jerusalem. They participated in the risen Lord with those to whom Jesus had appeared, including Simon.

II.  Jesus Appears and Ascends (24:36-53)

Verse 36 says, “While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’” They were all rejoicing together about the Lord who had appeared to Simon and to the two on the road. So Jesus, in whom they were rejoicing, stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”

What was their reaction? Verse 37 says, “They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost.” How fragile is faith in the risen Jesus. How wonderful is Jesus who appears. Look at verses 38-43. “He said to them, ‘Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.’ When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, ‘Do you have anything here to eat?’ They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate it in their presence.” Even Jesus’ disciples could only imagine resurrection as some kind of ghost story. They were still subject to being startled and troubled. What did the risen Jesus do? At this time he gave them an audio-visual display. “Look” and “touch.” He ate in their presence. To the women the angels said, “he is not here.” To these disciples Jesus said, “I am not a ghost.” Jesus is risen. 

But Jesus didn’t come just to show that he’s not a ghost. In verses 44-53 Jesus gave his final testimony to the disciples, then was taken up to heaven.

First, “You are witnesses of these things.” (44-49) Verse 44 says, “He said to them, ‘This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.’” To the women, Jesus revealed the truth of the Son of Man who must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised. To the two on the road Jesus revealed the Christ who had to suffer and then enter his glory. Now Jesus opened the minds of his disciples once again so that they could understand the Scriptures. (45) This time Jesus went beyond the truth of the Son of Man to the truth of the gospel going forward. What did Jesus tell them? Look at verses 46-49. “He told them, ‘This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.’” The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day. But he would also ascend. What is the work of the risen Christ? What is the fulfillment of what is written in our times? The continuation of the gospel is that repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations. Jerusalem the city of God was only the beginning. It was one city—not even a nation. The suffering of the Christ and his rising from the dead means the forgiveness of sin. It is the fulfillment of God. Also, Jesus said, “You will be witnesses of these things.” Jesus made his people the witnesses of the things of God. The truth of repentance and the forgiveness of sins in them would be the witness of the risen Christ. The gospel has to do with God. Resurrection is what happened to Jesus. But Jesus’ disciples to whom he appeared became witnesses of his resurrection. The disciples were witnesses of more than just a ghost or even flesh and bones. They were witnesses of God himself when they saw his glory in the Christ who suffered and was raised. Where do we see and witness God? He is revealed in the gospel of Jesus. God is raising witnesses from those who receive him in the gospel.


How would these men—fishermen even—be witnesses of the things of God? Look at verse 49 again. “I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” In the book of Acts Luke testified to the work of the Holy Spirit in the apostles. They received power from on high. That power meant that they would suffer even as the Lord suffered. They became subject to persecution as the Lord had been. They became helpless as he was. What happened through these ordinary men under extraordinary persecution? They became patriarchs and fathers of faith for us even today. The Holy Spirit they received did not enable them to escape or overcome persecution with great power. Instead they were enabled in their suffering to remember Jesus and his word and to believe the Christ who had to suffer and then enter his glory. The gospel became the glory of God to them. They became witnesses of the risen Jesus in those things.

Second, Jesus ascends. (50-53) Look at verses 50-53. “When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.” Jesus blessed them, but he left them. The blessing of Jesus is not that he is here with us; he has risen. The blessing is that through the risen Jesus a few ordinary fishermen worshiped him, and stayed at the temple praising God.


 In this passage the risen Jesus enabled a few women to love the Son of Man who must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised. The risen Jesus helped two others to know the Christ who had to suffer these things and then enter his glory. And he made a few disciples who would suffer persecution to be witnesses of the Christ who will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day. The risen Jesus appeared to remind his people of the gospel. The gospel is the revelation of God, the fulfillment of God, and where we find the truth of Jesus. May God bless us in our daily suffering to know the glory of the risen Jesus.

