JESUS IS CRUCIFIED


                            


Luke 23:26-56


Key Verse:  23:43





“Jesus answered him, ‘I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.’”





Today’s passage is Luke’s account of Jesus’ crucifixion and his death and burial. This was God’s will for him. We wonder how Jesus crucifixion and death could be our salvation! The Roman soldiers led Jesus to be crucified on a cross between two criminals, one on his right, the other on his left. On the cross, Jesus opened the way to the Paradise of God. He completed the salvation work of God. On the cross, one criminal learned to fear God. He entered the Paradise of God. After Jesus’ death, many came to believe God. Jesus’ crucifixion and death and burial were used by God to prepare his people to enter the Sabbath rest of God. 





I.   “Father, Forgive Them” (23:26-43)


     


As soon as Jesus was sentenced to death, the Roman soldiers took charge of him. Jesus had been tortured the night before and was so weak that he could no longer carry his cross. Look at verse 26. “As they led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus.” Simon was called out of the crowd to help Jesus carry his cross. Simon had come a long way from home to come to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. But he found himself carrying the cross of Jesus. He was singled out from the crowd. He learned to share in the sufferings of Christ. His name is recorded in the Bible as God’s Sovereign choice to help Jesus carry his cross.





Look at verses 27. “A large number of people followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for him.” As Jesus went to the cross, a large number of people followed him. Many hoped that Jesus would save himself. These beautiful women, who loved Jesus, mourned and wailed for Jesus as he traveled to the place where he would be crucified. They did not like to see Jesus suffer. Their wailing was loud and very sincere. Jesus turned toward them and looked at them with the compassion of God. Verse 28 says, “Jesus turned and said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children.’ Jesus saw them as daughters of Jerusalem. He did not want them to weep for him, but for themselves and their children. The time of God’s judgment on sin had to be fulfilled in his crucifixion. Jesus saw the dreadful times that would fall on Jerusalem because they did not recognize God who came to them. 





Look at verses 29-30. “For the time will come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the barren women, the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed! Then they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the hills, “Cover us!” Jesus saw the time when the women of Jerusalem will see God’s judgment on the sin of Israel. (Hosea 10:8) The Roman soldiers will dash them to the ground along with their children. The time was coming when mothers would envy the barren women. It will be a time when it will be better to be crushed by the mountains than to face the wrath of God. Jesus knew that God was judging the world and the sin of the world through his crucifixion.   





Look at verse 31. “For if men do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?” Jesus saw the things that the men of this earth do. Jesus came so that we may all experience a time of God’s grace. His coming made the earth like a green tree. Jesus was fruitful in God. But God allowed Jesus to be handed over to the best of mankind, the Holy City. What did they do with him? They chose to put him to death by nailing him to a cross and at the same time this was God’s will. The time of God’s grace will soon pass. There is no way to improve sinful man. Each of us our only left standing before the Holy God. Helpless and sinful as we are we long for God to bring healing and restoration to us. We discover that God was giving us his best when he sent Jesus to the cross.





Look at verse 32-33. “Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. When they came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his left.” Jesus was led out to the place of the skull to be executed along side two criminals. Jesus’ cross was in the middle. The place of the skull was just outside the city on a hill. A Crucifixion was the most painful and shameful death at that time by the Romans. It was reserved for the worst of criminals. 





Look at verse 34. Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.” As he was nailed to the cross, he did not think about himself, but he thought about those who executed him. He said, “Father, forgive them.” Jesus prayed for his enemies. Though they persecuted him and were murdering him, his prayer was for God to forgive them. As Jesus was forgiving his enemies, they were dividing up his garments. The Roman soldiers took his garments and cast lots for them. They were so obsessed with his clothes. The “forgiveness of sins” had less value to them than his clothes. Jesus looked down at them from the cross and knew that they did not know what they were doing. But Jesus brought their sin to God.  





Look at verse 35. “The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.” The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” Many people just watched Jesus as he hung on the cross. They wanted to see if he would save himself. The rulers sneered at him and made his death a joke. Those who watched him on the cross knew that he had saved others. But they demanded him to come down from that cross to save himself: they demanded Jesus to prove that he was the chosen one, the Christ of God. Jesus did not fulfill their expectations at all. The soldiers made fun of him and asked him to prove his kingship by coming down off the cross. Jesus was challenged again and again to save himself. They tested Jesus and found themselves fighting against God’s will of sending him to the cross. 





“There was a written notice above him, which read: This is the King of the Jews.” The notice above him was written in Greek, Latin, and Hebrew. They were the three languages of the world at that time. This written notice declared to the world that Jesus is the king of the whole world. Look at verses 41-42. “One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us!” But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” We learn from the two criminals on the cross the kind of kingship Jesus came to establish. Both of the criminals on the cross with Jesus were tried and convicted. One of the criminals remained hardened to God to the end; but the other was softened by the sufferings of Jesus. Both Matthew and Mark’s gospel tell us that in the beginning both thieves ridiculed Jesus. But during the six hours they were on the cross together, one of the criminals recognized that Jesus was dying for him. He recognized the justice of God and the punishment for his sin. Look at verse 43. “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” How humble he was, he only wanted to be remembered. He could do nothing for Jesus for his hands and feet were not coming off that cross. He did not ask Jesus to bring him down off the cross. He recognized that he was participating in God’s judgment on sin. He confesses his sin, “We are getting what are deeds deserve.” His only prayer was, “Lord, remember me.” This is all he desired from God. Jesus in his great mercy gave him more than what he asked for. Look at verse 43. “Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” Jesus gave him everything. He gave him paradise. He accepted his faith. Jesus’ forgiveness of him was his acceptance of him into paradise. 





II.  The Death of Jesus (23:44-49)





After hanging on the cross for six hours, Jesus breathed his last. “It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour, for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last.  Jesus committed his life and death into God’s hands. Jesus fully trusted God who executed his justice on sin in his body on the cross. Darkness covered the whole land and the sun stopped shining. The curtain of the temple that separated the holy place from the most holy place was torn in two. Jesus became the atoning sacrifice for our sins and the way for us to come into the presence of God.  





Verse 47 says, “The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, “Surely this was a righteous man.” At the foot of the cross, this centurion saw Jesus’ crucifixion. This centurion represents the Roman version of Jesus’ death. He saw that Jesus was a righteous man. When he saw what happened to Jesus, he praised God. How did other people see Jesus’ death? When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight saw what took place, they beat their breasts and went away. They realized that they sinned against God. They regretted what they had done. Look at verse 49. “But all those who knew him, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.” Those who knew also watched what happened to him, but they did not go away. They were watching God as he completed his work on the cross through the death of Jesus. 





�
III.  The Burial of Jesus (23:50-56)





Look at verses 50-52. “Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of the Council, a good and upright man, who had not consented to their decision and action. He came from the Judean town of Arimathea and he was waiting for the kingdom of God. Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body.” The death of Jesus brought a hidden disciple of Jesus out into the open. As a man of means and influence, a member of the council, he asked for the body of Jesus. He was inviting trouble on his life. He would now on be noted as a disciple of Jesus. He died with Christ in his actions to take the body of Jesus. His good and upright life before the council would be tarnished forever. He was waiting for the kingdom of God. He saw this kingdom of God in Jesus. 





Look at verses 53-55. “Then he took it down, wrapped it in linen cloth and placed it in a tomb cut in the rock, one in which no one had yet been laid. It was Preparation Day, and the Sabbath was about to begin. The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it.” God used Joseph to prepare the Sabbath. It was a day filled with God’s glory as he wrapped the body of Jesus in linen cloth and laid him in the tomb. Here Joseph was buried with Christ. He died and was buried with Christ as he accepted the will of God for him to take the body of Jesus. It was how the Sabbath would begin. The women who followed Jesus from Galilee look on from a distance as Joseph took the body of Jesus in the tomb. They carefully watched how Joseph had laid his body.





Look at verse 56. “Then they went home and prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the commandment.” It was now near sundown and the beginning of the Sabbath. There was no time to properly prepare Jesus’ body for burial, so the women noted, “how his body was laid.” Because the Sabbath was the Jewish day of rest, the women did not come to the tomb on the Sabbath. The crucifixion and death of Jesus opened the way for them to finally find rest in God. Jesus’ body was how God prepared his people to enter the Sabbath rest of God. 





We learn through Jesus’ crucifixion, death and burial that Jesus was preparing his people to enter the Sabbath rest of God. This rest comes to us when we die with him and are buried with him in the gospel. For the criminal on the cross, it was the acceptance of God’s judgment of his sin in Christ who was crucified. This is how he died with Christ. His acceptance of God’s justice in Jesus did not bring him down from the cross. His deeds would be punished. But through the forgiveness of his sins, he could now see his life as a participation of the work of God. He learned to fear God as he hung on the cross with Jesus. He could accept his punishment for his sin as the justice of God for him. Because of our sins, we were doomed to eternal death and punishment. But God sacrificed his one and only son, so that we may each accept the justice and mercy of God. Jesus committed his life and death to God so that he may fulfill God’s will of opening the way to paradise. Jesus’ crucifixion and death lead us into the Sabbath rest of God where we die with Christ and are buried with Christ.  


