JESUS FULFILLS THE PASSOVER

Luke 22:1-23:25







Key Verse 22:19b,20

“This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”

In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying,

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.”

Jesus is in Jerusalem around the Jewish time of Passover. This is just prior to His crucifixion. In our passage today Jesus eats the Passover meal with His disciples, goes out and prays, is betrayed by Judas, denied by Peter and brought to trial before the religious leaders, Herod the king, and Pilate the Roman governor. May God help us be awakened to Jesus through His word in this passage. Jesus prepared fulfills the Passover by offering Himself to God as our Passover Lamb.

I.  Jesus Eats the Passover Meal With His Disciples (22:1-38)

Our passage begins Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, called the Passover, was approaching, (Luke 22:1). As part of the deliverance of the ancient Israelites from Egypt, God had them slaughter a lamb and put its blood on their doorframes. When God saw the lamb’s blood on the doorpost his judgment passed over that house. The Jewish Passover was a holiday that commemorated God’s work in Israel’s history.

All the Jewish people were busy to prepare the celebration of God’s work in their history, but the chief priests and the teachers of the law were looking for some way to get rid of Jesus, (Luke 22:2b). The religious leaders had been trying to find a way to kill Jesus (Luke 19:47). 

Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve. And Judas went to the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard and discussed with them how he might betray Jesus. They were delighted and agreed to give him money. He consented, and watched for an opportunity to hand Jesus over to them when no crowd was present. (Luke 22:3-6). 

Like the other Jewish people of the time, Jesus would celebrate the Passover. He would celebrate it with His disciples. Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and make preparations for us to eat the Passover.” (Luke 22:8). Jesus told them “As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him to the house that he enters, and say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ He will show you a large upper room, all furnished. Make preparations there.” 

They left and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the Passover.  In the preparation of the Passover, they could learn Jesus’ authority in relation to the Passover. (Luke 22:10b-13). When the disciples followed Jesus’ instructions they could prepare the Passover in Jesus’ way.

When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” (Luke 22:14-16). More than eating a holiday meal with people who are close to him, Jesus wanted them to know the real meaning of the Passover meal, which they celebrated year after year.

And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. (Luke 22:19-20). In less than a day, Jesus would give His body on the cross. He would pour out His blood when nails would be driven into his hands and his feet. This is the real meaning of the Passover. The Passover is fulfilled in Jesus on the cross as the real Passover Lamb. 

Jesus then declared woe to the one who would betray him. The disciples wondered who would betray Jesus. Then they wondered which one of them was the greatest. Their minds were on everything except the fulfillment of the Passover that Jesus was teaching them. 

Jesus said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority over them call themselves Benefactors. But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves. For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am among you as one who serves. You are those who have stood by me in my trials. And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me, so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. (Luke 22:25-30). Jesus opened their eyes to see the service He was doing. He was giving His body and pouring out His blood so that his followers would have the forgiveness of their sins and entrance into the kingdom of God. He called His disciples to participate in that same service with him.

Jesus spoke to Peter “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” (Luke 22:31-32). Jesus prepared His disciples for His departure. He looked to Peter to have the shepherd heart for the rest of the apostles that Jesus did. However, at this point Peter was so impressed with his own faithfulness that he didn’t hear what Jesus was telling him.

Yet, Jesus continued by talking to His disciples. It is written: ‘And he was numbered with the transgressors’; and I tell you that this must be fulfilled in me. Yes, what is written about me is reaching its fulfillment.” (Luke 22:37). Jesus left His disciples with the teaching of the Scriptures. The disciples would see Jesus die on the cross as a criminal, yet in this Jesus led them to see the Scriptures fulfilled. Through the Scriptures the disciples could be brought to see Jesus as the fulfillment of the Passover and have hope in the kingdom of God. This is not betrayal, denial, scheming, Satan, but ultimately the Father’s will to fulfill all things. 

II.  Jesus Offers Himself (22:39-23:25)

Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him. (Luke 22:39). Jesus went there to pray. He told His disciples to also pray that they will not fall into temptation. Jesus went on a little farther knelt down and prayed (Luke 22:41b). What did Jesus pray at this time? He said “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” (Luke 22:42). Jesus knew the suffering and crucifixion that lie ahead of Him. As a man he struggled with dieing on the cross. In prayer He brought this struggle to God His Father. Yet at the conclusion of His prayer he said yet not my will, but yours be done. Through this we can see that His prayer was seeking of God in that struggle and through prayer He surrendered Himself to God in that struggle. 

An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. 44And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground (Luke 22:43,44). Through intense prayer Jesus offered Himself as the Passover Lamb of God through prayer.

In contrast to the intensity of Jesus in prayer were the disciples. Jesus found sleeping. They were exhausted from sorrow. “Why are you sleeping?” he asked them. “Get up and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.” (Luke 22:46).

As Jesus was still speaking, Judas came to betray Jesus to those who were seeking His life. When Jesus’ followers saw what was going to happen, they said, “Lord, should we strike with our swords?” And one of them struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear. (Luke 22:49-50) The disciples were ready to fight. They were filled with the own zeal and ideas about what should happen. They had not shared Jesus’ prayer of offering Himself before God. 

But Jesus answered, “No more of this!” And he touched the man’s ear and healed him. (Luke 22:51). Jesus was not leading a rebellion like the religious leaders thought and like his disciples acted. Jesus invited them along with Him as He submitted to God’s will. Again this is not about betrayal or scheming, but the Father’s will to fulfill all things. 

The religious leaders seized Jesus they led him away and took him into the house of the high priest. Peter followed at a distance. (Luke 22:54b). Peter did His best to be loyal to Jesus. But when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and had sat down together, Peter sat down with them. (Luke 22:55). Peter took just one small comfort, to sit down for a minute and warm himself. But in this one little thing he shows he had not offered himself to God like Jesus had. 

In a little over an hour, Peter had denied three times that he was one of Jesus’ followers. He did just as Jesus had told him he would. At the time of his last denial the rooster crowed. The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly. (Luke 22:61-62). 

In the middle of His trial, Jesus brought His words to the mind of Peter. For the first time Peter accepted God’s word of judgment on his sin. He saw himself not as a valiant disciple but as a sinner who didn’t listen to Jesus and who disowned Him. In Peter’s bitter weeping can be seen the work of Jesus to bring Peter to the point where he can receive the Jesus as his Passover Lamb.

The men who were guarding Jesus began mocking and beating him. They blindfolded him and demanded, “Prophesy! Who hit you?” And they said many other insulting things to him. (Luke 22:63-64). Jesus was like a lamb being led to the slaughter was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. (Isaiah 53:7b).

At daybreak the council of the elders of the people, both the chief priests and teachers of the law, met together, and Jesus was led before them. “If you are the Christ,[4] “ they said, “tell us.”  Jesus answered, “If I tell you, you will not believe me, and if I asked you, you would not answer. But from now on, the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the mighty God.”

They all asked, “Are you then the Son of God?” He replied, “You are right in saying I am.” (Luke 22:66-70) Strategically speaking this would not be the time to state that Jesus is the Son of God. This confession would certainly bring the charge of blasphemy and the sentence of death from the religious leaders. Yet this is exactly what He did. He continued the offering of Himself.

Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. And they began to accuse him, saying, “We have found this man subverting our nation. He opposes payment of taxes to Caesar and claims to be Christ, a king.” (Luke 22:1-2) The Jewish people were subject to Rome and could not execute anyone on their own. They had to go to the Roman governor. The religious leaders had to come up with a political charge for the governor to listen to them. The charge was that Jesus claimed to be king. 

So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?” “Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied. (Luke 23:3). Again confessing Himself as a king before the Romans could bring the sentence of death. Again, Jesus continued to offer Himself. 

Amazingly Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, “I find no basis for a charge against this man.” (Luke 23:4b). This statement of Pilate in light of Jesus’ confession gives us a picture of the innocence that Jesus’ showed. 

But the religious leaders insisted, “He stirs up the people all over Judea by his teaching. He started in Galilee and has come all the way here.” (Luke 22:5b,6). Pilate then tried to avoid the issue. He sent Jesus to Herod. 

Herod had hoped to see Jesus perform some miracle. One miracle and Jesus could go free. But Jesus performed no miracle to save Himself. Herod plied him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no answer. The chief priests and the teachers of the law were standing there, vehemently accusing him. (Luke 23:9b-10). Herod and his soldiers then mocked Jesus and sent Him back to Pilate. 

Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people, and said to them, “You brought me this man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion. I have examined him in your presence and have found no basis for your charges against him. Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us; as you can see, he has done nothing to deserve death. Therefore, I will punish him and then release him.” (Luke 23:13-16). Even Herod by sending Jesus back, testifies that Jesus had done nothing to deserve death. In an attempt to appease the people, Pilate will punish Jesus, but then let Him go. 

But the chief priests, the rulers, and the people cried out with one voice “Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us!” (Barabbas had been thrown into prison for an insurrection in the city, and for murder.) Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them again. But they kept shouting, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” For the third time he spoke to them: “Why? What crime has this man committed? I have found in him no grounds for the death penalty. Therefore I will have him punished and then release him.” (Luke 23:18b-22). Three times by Pilate and once by Herod Jesus was shown to be innocent. 

But with loud shouts they insistently demanded that he be crucified, and their shouts prevailed. So Pilate decided to grant their demand. He released the man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, the one they asked for, and surrendered Jesus to their will. (Luke 23:23-25). Jesus went as the fulfillment of the Passover Lamb. Jesus is not a victim, but the Son of God. This is the preparation of the Passover. 

In today’s passage we saw Jesus Who is the Passover Lamb that had to be slaughtered through the giving of His body and the pouring out of His blood. In Jesus is the fulfillment of the Passover and the covenant to enter the kingdom of God. We saw Jesus bring Peter before God’s judgment on his sin that Peter may be in a position to receive Jesus the Lamb Who was offered. Jesus prepared the Passover by offering Himself to God as our Passover Lamb. May God awaken us to Jesus. In the Name of Jesus.

