JESUS THE KING





Luke 19:11-48	


Key Verse 19:12						





“He said: ‘A man of noble birth went to a distant


country to have himself appointed king and then to return.’”





As we studied last week Jesus had been in the house of Zacchaeus. In our passage today Jesus speaks a parable of a ruler who entrusted his servants with money to those listening to him in Zacchaeus house, has his disciples obtain a colt for him to ride on, enters Jerusalem, and drives out those at the temple who were selling. The theme throughout the passage is of kingship. May God bless us to be awaken to Jesus through our study of this passage. 





Jesus had told Zacchaeus, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.” (Luke 19:9b,10). The people in Zacchaeus’ house heard Jesus say this. Jesus went on to tell them a parable, because he was near Jerusalem and the people thought that the kingdom of God was going to appear at once. (Luke 19:11b). Jesus was near the Jewish religious center of Jerusalem so when the people heard Jesus speaking of salvation coming they thought that the kingdom of God would immediately become visible. They thought that the Messiah would come and set up his kingdom right then and there, and perhaps defeat all their earthly enemies like the Romans. 





I.  Jesus, the Appointed King (11-27)





Jesus spoke to them A man of noble birth went to a distant country to have himself appointed king and then to return. (Luke 19:12b). Before the nobleman went to be crowned king, he called ten of his servants and gave them ten minas. (Luke 19:13b)  which equals one hundred days worth of pay. Then he said ‘Put this money to work,’ …. ‘until I come back.’ (Luke 19:13b). This speaks of managing and stewardship. The money is given with the intent that it should be used to achieve more money. 





“But his subjects hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, ‘We don’t want this man to be our king.’  ”He was made king, however, and returned home. (Luke 19:14-15a) Upon his return home, he did not deal first with his subjects who rejected him. His interest as king was in what had been gained with the money that the servants had been given. 





He is a king who focused on the profit gained by each of his servants.





“The first one came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned ten more.’ (Luke 19:16). He earned a 1000% profit! His master was pleased with him and said ‘Well done, my good servant!’ (Luke 19:17a). 





His master told him ‘Because you have been trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge of ten cities.’ (Luke 19:17b). Later in the passage we see that the master did not take the money. Each servant was allowed to keep the money he had gained. We can learn that in the giving of the money the master was looking at the trustworthiness of the servant more than the increase of minas. 





As a reward for his trustworthiness he was made the head of ten cities. It has been said that the reward for service is more service. His trustworthiness and hard work did not get him an early retirement. Rather he got a great increase in responsibility. This is different from what we think. We learn that the master is looking for people whom he can put in charge of cities. 





The second servant came before and said. ‘Sir, your mina has earned five more.’ (Luke 19:18b). “His master answered, ‘You take charge of five cities.’ (Luke 19:19). He didn’t give ten cities to this man.





“Then another servant came and said, ‘Sir, here is your mina; I have kept it laid away in a piece of cloth. (Luke 19:20). I was afraid of you, because you are a hard man. You take out what you did not put in and reap what you did not sow.’ (Luke 19:21). He knew what his master wanted of him, but the servant blamed the master’s character for his own failure to put the money to work. The master is the opposite of what this man said. He showed the same attitude as the subjects who did not want the master to be their king. 





“His master replied, ‘I will judge you by your own words, you wicked servant! You knew, did you, that I am a hard man, taking out what I did not put in, and reaping what I did not sow? Why then didn’t you put my money on deposit, so that when I came back, I could have collected it with interest?’ (Luke 19:22-23) At even a modest interest rate, it is possible within a lifetime to grow principle tenfold. This servant just by putting the one mina in the bank could have in his lifetime achieved ten minas like the first servant. But his own words reveal him as wicked. Outwardly he was polite, but he lied about the character of his master.





The king said to those standing by, ‘Take his mina away from him and give it to the one who has ten minas.’ “ ‘Sir,’ they said, ‘he already has ten!’  “He replied, ‘I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but as for the one who has nothing, even what he has will be taken away. (Luke 19:24b-26). We may ask ‘Why not give the money to the poorer ones?’ But this question ignores the kings business. The king gives the money to the one who can produce ten minas. Everyone who has will be given more for the sake of the kingdom of God.  The one who has nothing will have what he has taken away because he is wicked. This also answers the people who thought that the kingdom of God was going to appear at once. It reveals that they did not have the kings business in mind.





After dealing with his servants the king now gives his attention to the subjects who sent the delegation asking that he not be made king. He says But those enemies of mine who did not want me to be king over them--bring them here and kill them in front of me.’ “ (Luke 19:27). This can be a picture of the return of Jesus Christ. Now he is the rejected king who would be crucified. Like the enemies experienced in the parable, there is grace until he comes. Then there will be judgment on his enemies. 





We can equate the servants to the followers of Jesus. Whether we understand the one mina given to each of them as the new life each one has, or the gospel that each has been given, or something else, we can see that it is the nobleman who gave, it is the nobleman who commands, and it is nobleman who is looking at what the servants will do. We can also see that servant ship is a putting to work what God has given to us. 





With Jesus as the king of the Jews we can understand the subject as the Jewish people of Jesus’ time. Jesus told this parable to those who were expecting the kingdom of God to appear at once. Jesus helps them see that the kingdom of God is where there is a serving of the king. It is more than their idea of the kingdom where the king comes and frees them from their problems like the Romans. 








II.  Jesus and Jerusalem (28-48)





After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. (Luke 19:28). Jesus continued in his resolute journey to Jerusalem to be crucified. He went ahead of his disciples. 





As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, ”Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ tell him, ‘The Lord needs it.’ “ �Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” �They replied, “The Lord needs it.” (Luke 19:29-34)  Through this event the disciples could see that Jesus is the Lord. 





The disciples brought the colt to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. (Luke 19:35b). As Jesus went along, people spread their cloaks on the road. �When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen:  ”Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!”  “Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” (Luke 19:36b-38). 





Through the spreading of their cloaks on the road and the words they said the people and the disciples recognized Jesus declaration of kingship. Perhaps the remembered the prophecy of the king who would come on a colt. The people didn’t really know what they were saying, but in their testimony they spoke God’s truth. 





Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” (Luke 19:39). The Pharisees were bothered at the disciples who praised Jesus as the king of the Jews, God’s Messiah. The Pharisees did not have this praise for Jesus and felt that the disciples should be rebuked for blasphemy. 





Jesus told the Pharisees “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” (Luke 19:40). This praising of Jesus was the work of God that no man could hinder. 





As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and said, “If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes. 43The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. 44They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God’s coming to you.” (Luke 19:41-44). In this Jesus tells of the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. But they were praising Jesus, how were they not recognizing God’s coming to them in Jesus? God was coming to them in Jesus who was crucified. The crucified Jesus is the one they rejected and the result was judgment on them.





Jesus went into Jerusalem. He went to the temple. The temple was a symbol of God’s presence in the midst of His people. What did Jesus find in the temple? He found those who were selling. These men could have been selling the animals required for sacrifice. In this way visitors to Jerusalem could more easily obtain the sacrifices at the temple. 





Jesus began to drive out those who were selling. “It is written,” he said to them, “ ‘My house will be a house of prayer’ ; but you have made it ‘a den of robbers.’ “ (Luke 19:46). God was there. He had come to them in Jesus who would be crucified. In not recognizing God who was coming to them like this they were robbing God. 





Each day after entering Jerusalem Jesus taught at the temple. He worked to restore the temple as a house of prayer for all nations. But the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the leaders among the people were trying to kill him. 48Yet they could not find any way to do it, because all the people hung on his words. (Luke 19:47b-48). The religious leaders did not want Jesus to be their king. They wanted to kill him, but they couldn’t. We see God’s Sovereignty. 





In today’s passage we have seen Jesus the king who would be crucified. Yet Jesus who was crucified is the one who got the 1000% profit, raised rulers for ten cities, judged sin, revealed the kingdom of God, and declared the coming of God. May we know this Jesus.


