WHEN THE SON OF MAN COMES

Luke 17:11-18:8 

Key Verse: 18:8b

“However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?”

It is so amazing that Jesus never stops talking about the kingdom of God and his second coming. On his way to Jerusalem, Jesus meets ten men who have leprosy and he heals them. He reveals the kingdom of God to them but only one of them, a Samaritan, thanked God for his healing. The kingdom of God was standing right there among them in Jesus yet the Pharisees were still looking here and there for it. Jesus relates this to his second coming. People will be living rather normal lives seeking the fullness of life in earthly things rather than in God. The result will be fatal. God’s judgment will catch them unprepared to meet the Son of Man. In such difficult times, Jesus teaches his disciples to always pray and not give up. Jesus reveals to us that his chosen people are those who cry out to God day and night. They are the ones who will be ready when he returns. They are the very ones who find their lives in God who saved them. May God bless us to thank God.    

I.  Your Faith Has Made You Well (17:11-37)

Look at verse 11. “Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee.” Jesus was two days from his crucifixion and an estimated 60 miles from Jerusalem. Jesus was entering border country located between Samaria and Galilee. There he met ten men with leprosy in a small village.

First, Jesus heals ten men with leprosy. As Jesus was traveling along, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance and called out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” This was a collective plea for mercy from ten lepers. They had to live together because they were kicked out of society because of their dreadful skin disease. They all lived on the border of Samaria and Galilee, they had no place to rightfully call their own. What drew them together on this day was their common need for God and his mercy. They stood at a distance when they called out to Jesus, because they were oozing in sores all over their bodies, and the smell of dead flesh just filled the air. Despite their condition, Jesus saw them as God’s very own.   

Their request to Jesus was unanimous. “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” They knew that Jesus was their master. They did not ask to be healed, but they asked Jesus to have pity on them. They placed their lives in the mercy of God. Look at verse 14. “When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” When Jesus saw them he did not cleanse them, but told them to go to the priests and let them examine them. Jesus wanted to see if they had faith to obey his words. Those who receive God’s mercy must learn to receive it in his way. Jesus wanted them to get medical check-ups so that they may be legally declared clean so that they may live and be accepted back in society. What did these men do? They obeyed the words of Jesus. And as they went, they were cleansed. They did not know why they had to go to the priests who considered them unclean but they went in faith. When they obeyed Jesus’ words absolutely here, they were freed in God and cleansed of their leprosy. All ten of these lepers learned the compassion of God. It must have been wonderful.

Imagine how great this event must have been in each of their lives. They were no longer outcasts. They were free from their sufferings and were made able to run and laugh again. They received much mercy from God. All those oozing sores on their bodies just went away and they looked pretty good now. Like Matthew the tax collector, they should have thrown a big thanksgiving party in Jesus’ honor. But Jesus tells us in this story that they didn’t. Look at verses 15-16, “One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan.” Only one out of nine came back to thank Jesus for what he had done. The nine who did not come back were Jews. What happened to the other nine that were healed? They enjoyed the same mercy of God. After being healed, thanking God is never easy. Missionary Tony Tsai used to tell me over and over again, “You must never forget God’s grace in your life.” I just smiled at him when he said that to me. God has brought me a long way in the forgiveness of sins. I came here as a high-school dropout and sorrowful single father. Now I am Sunday Messenger. It is so easy to be carried away with God’s blessings that we forget to thank God. But a thankful heart makes God happy and makes us to grow as great people in the eyes of God. Today I invited one young man to our worship service so that he can thank God. 

No other story in the Bible demonstrates so vividly the ingratitude man has for God’s mercy on his life. Why do people so easily forget the grace of God on them? Why did these nine lepers go away as if nothing had happened to them? How could they go back and live a normal life without giving credit to God who cleansed them from their leprosy? God’s mercy does not always heal a person completely. We are reminded of God who took the Israelites out of Egypt, but Egypt still remained in them. Bible study works only when a person who learns the Bible gives thanks to God. It might heal them physically but spiritually they would remain dead unless they learn to come back to God and give thanks to him. Jesus wants us to thank God for the favors he has shown on us.  

We see the total depravity of man in this story. The Bible reveals this deep ingratitude man has for the grace of God. How could one person be led to thankfulness while the other nine could not? Look at verse 17-18. Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” The no show of the other nine really disappointed Jesus. Ingratitude is man’s most common sin before God. Of the many who receive mercy from God, there are only a few who return to thank and praise God. How rich is Christ in his mercy towards us! Then Jesus said to the Samaritan who had come back to thank him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you well.” The other nine were made well in God’s compassion, but this man was made fully well by his thankfulness to God. This Samaritan was truly made a child of God. He got more than a cleansing but he entered into a right relationship with God. Jesus did a second thing in this man—he forgave his sins. The other nine were healed but remained lost in their sins. The Samaritan was truly set apart from the others. Jesus saw it as faith. Thankfulness is the only thing we can give God. This man’s thankfulness to God made him to be acceptable in God’s sight. The other nine were still detestable in God’s sight though they were healed of their awful disease of leprosy. Jesus saw faith as thanking God for his mercy on us. We must learn to thank God.

Second, the coming of the kingdom of God. Let’s read verses 20-21. “Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied, “The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, nor will people say, “Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the kingdom of God is within you.” The Pharisees wanted to know when God would come and deliver them from the Romans. They carefully observed everything in the world as if to find it in the things of the world. Jesus came to them but they did not see the kingdom of God. Though he stood right there in front of them, they did not see it.   

What does it mean when Jesus said, “the kingdom of God is within you”? This explains plainly the true nature of the kingdom of God. The kingdom of God is right where a person obeys Jesus. It is the place where a person gives thanks to God for his mercy as we learned in the story of the ten lepers. It is not something we look for but comes to us when we give thanks and praise to the one who has shown us mercy. The Pharisees sought to establish a visible kingdom of God instead of allowing the words of Jesus to enter their hearts and giving thanks to God who sent Jesus. The kingdom of God never changes man outwardly, but changes our hearts and our lives when we believe. It makes a person to give thanks to God. Jesus’ death on the cross was for the sole purpose of gathering all things to God’s kingdom. His death for our sins enables us who look here and there for his kingdom, to find it in his great mercy. His mercy changes our hearts to thank God.

In verses 22-37 Jesus speaks of his second coming. He teaches his people to live faithfully before God. He teaches us about the days of the Son of Man.

Look at verse 22. “Then he said to his disciples, “The time is coming when you will long to see one of the days of the Son of Man, but you will not see it.” The world continually seems to be getting worse. All the people of the world long to see the Messiah, the Savior of the world. Especially Christians long for the return of Christ, for this is the only ultimate answer for mankind and all of its problems. The days of the Son of Man will be longed for in the hearts of those who believe especially in the difficult days that lie ahead for God’s people. As God’s people, we long to be with Christ. 

Look at verse 23. “Men will tell you, ‘There he is!’ or ‘Here he is!’ Do not go running after them.” Men will try to point us to false Messiahs. The real Messiah will come like lightning in the sky. “For the son of Man in his day will be like the lightning, which flashes and lights up the sky from one end to the other.” Jesus the Son of Man is the only Messiah. His coming will be like lightning in the sky. No one will miss it. It will be public and visible. He will come in great glory. “But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation.” The real Messiah had to suffer and be rejected by this generation. The cross was the program of God to get you and me into his kingdom. He had to suffer and be rejected and nailed on the cross so that we may look to God. Everything reveals God’s mercy and kingdom to us in Jesus’ life and death for our sins. 

Look at verse 26. “Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man.” The days of Noah and the days of the Son of Man will be very similar. In the days of Noah, people were eating and drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Noah warned the people by building a boat but they simply kept living as if they heard nothing. Then the flood came and destroyed them all. Jesus says it was the same in the days of Lot. What happened in the days of Lot? People were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building. The stock market did not collapse when Lot warned the people that the judgment of God was coming. Therefore, they simply didn’t believe it. Look at verse 29. “But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all.” The people were totally destroyed in both the days of Noah and the days of Lot. It does not seem that they were doing anything that bad. They were just living out their lives and doing the normal things in life. Jesus saw that these things made them deaf and dumb to God’s warning because they sought life in these everyday things of life. They completed ignored the fact that life comes from God. Noah and Lot warned the people but it did not work. Christ came to warn us through the gospel. 

Jesus teaches us that when the time does come for the Son of Man to come back, people will be doing these normal things of life. Look at verse 30. “It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed.” Jesus talks a little more about that day in verses 31-32. “On that day no one who is on the roof of his house, with his goods inside, should go down to get them. Likewise, no one in the field should go back for anything.” When we see the lightning in the sky, Jesus warns us to let go of everything. We should wave good-by to the world and hello to God. We can learn from Lot’s wife. Look at verse 32-33. “Remember Lot’s wife! Whoever tries to keep his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it.” She did not believe God. She looked back because she didn’t believe God would destroy the city of Sodom. She tried to save her life by looking back. When Jesus comes, we should not try to save our life. It will be too late. We must lose our lives by turning them over to Jesus. We are to throw our lives away and take hold of the life that will be preserved for all eternity in God. On the night of his coming, two people will be in one bed; one will be taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding grain together; one will be taken and the other left. Jesus knew that the world was round. He knew that on one side of the earth it would be day and the other side it would be night. Just like in the days of Noah and Lot, he will take those who believe in him out of the judgment. God works for the preservation of his own.  

When the disciples heard this, they responded? “Where, Lord?” they asked. They wanted to know where these people would be taken. They wanted to know when this would happen. But no one knows what day the Son of Man will come back. Jesus responses to their request, “Where there is a dead body, there the vultures will gather.” When vultures fly around in the sky, a dead body is somewhere near by. So when the Son of Man comes, those who are dead in sin will experience God’s judgment as swiftly as vultures swoop down on their dead prey. God’s judgment will surely fall on those who are dead to God. Revelations 19:17-18 gives us a more complete picture. “And I saw an angel standing in the sun, who cried in a loud voice to all the birds flying in midair, “Come, gather together for the great supper of our God, so that you may eat the flesh of kings, generals, and mighty men, of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, small and great.” The birds will gorge themselves on the flesh of the unrepentant. In the same way, the broken body of Jesus on the cross draws people to God. When we see the sin and death of the world, we should wake up to God and learn to live faithfully before him who is coming. For those who know God, it will be a day to be taken up in glory, like Jesus was taken up to heaven. But for those who don’t know God, it will be a day to look for the vultures, for God’s judgment will be swift. Jesus testifies to the truth here: sin draws God’s judgment while Christ draws people to God. When we lose our lives in the gospel, we preserve our lives in God.

II.  Always Pray and Not Give Up (18:1-8) 

So far, we learn from Jesus that he will be looking for those who are faithful to him when he comes back. He draws us to God in prayer. The times will be difficult. The parable of the persistent widow tells us what faith in Jesus means to us who are waiting for his return. 

Look at verse 1. “Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up.” Jesus told his disciples that they should always pray. They should learn to pray in good times and in bad times. The church is a house of prayer for all nations. We are to pray for everything especially for the will of God to be done and for his second coming. I learned over the last few years that I needed to pray when I met failure and when I met success. I could understand the vital importance of prayer to God. But the most important reason why we should pray is for God’s justice. We live in an unjust world and we are constantly bombarded with all kinds of things especially temptations. We wonder how long we can hold up and pray. Jesus says always. The Lord’s Prayer is a good outline for how we should pray. We can meet the fearful times with prayer. Christians are not excluded from troubles but only through prayer we can be assured that God is with us. Giving up prayer is like giving up on God. Let’s learn from Jesus’ parable how we can pray and not give up.

Look at verses 2-3. “He said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared about men. And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my adversary.’ In those days, a widow was considered poor and defenseless. She had very little hope of ever getting justice against her adversary from such a Judge who neither feared God or cared about men. Her situation seemed hopeless. She must have cried many tears because she was treated harshly and unfairly by her adversary. But she kept coming to this judge pleading with him, ‘Grant me justice against my adversary.” This widow only wanted justice so she never gave up. 

What did the judge do for this woman? Let’s all read verses 4-5. “For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God or care about men, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually wear me out with her coming!” He must have seen this woman everywhere. But he took no notice of her. The judge refused for some time but eventually he saw that this poor widow was so bothersome to him that he would see that she would get justice. This judge should not have been a judge for he ignored God and cared nothing for people. But this judge was affected by the woman’s persistence. He was even afraid of this poor widow because she never gave up. He gave into her constant pleading and this judge who cared about nothing finally let her get what she wanted. 

What is Jesus teaching his disciples about prayer from this parable of this widow? Let’s read verses 6-8 together. “And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly.” Jesus tells his people to first listen to what the unjust judge says. He gave this woman justice simply because she wore him out with her coming. In the same way, Jesus assures us that God will show mercy to those who cry out to him day and night. Unlike this unjust judge, we come to a righteous judge. He cares for us. Prayer is a potent weapon against our adversary and a great opportunity to find God and his justice. God’s justice for us is what he did on that cross 2000 years ago. The forgiveness of sins makes us right with God. When the Son of Man comes, he will be looking for such people. Let’s read Luke 18b. “However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth.” The Son of Man wants to find his people praying and looking for his return. Like the times of Noah and Lot, he will have to look very hard to find faith on the earth. Jesus wants his people to keep praying. He sees faith in them like that of this persistent widow. God wants to bring justice to his chosen ones who cry out to him day and night. God is not like the unjust judge though often we find ourselves praying like he is unjust. He is a judge who loves his people so much that he sent his own Son to die on a cross to save them. He brings his justice quickly to those who belong to him. 

Through this passage, we learn what kind of faith Jesus is looking for in his people and what he wants to find in his second coming. Thanksgiving to God is the first step in becoming acceptable to God as we learned from the one leper who returned to God. No one knows when the Son of Man will come. But God will send Jesus in his right time. As Christians, we should be fully awakened to God each day and live faithfully before God through prayer. When the Son of Man comes for the second time, he will be looking for those who have faith that prays. Until he comes, we should live by faith and pray for God’s justice on earth as well as in the lives of God’s people. The mercy of God is the greatest justice God gives us. May we be forever thankful to God who revealed his mercy to us in the gospel of Jesus.

