SERVING GOD

Luke 16:1-17:10

Key Verse: 16:13

*  Managing Worldly Wealth (16:1-18)

1. What accusation did the rich man make concerning his manager? How did the manager respond? How did he prepare for the time when he would lose his job? (5-7) How did the master respond to this? What does Jesus teach about managing worldly wealth? (9) What does it mean to be trustworthy in handling worldly wealth? What are “true riches?”

2. What is the truth of a servant? (13) How did the Pharisees respond to this teaching and why? What did Jesus teach them about what men value and what God values? What does this passage teach about the purpose of worldly wealth?

3. What other teachings did Jesus give at this time? What do they show about the times? About managing worldly wealth?

*  A Rich Man and a Beggar (19-31) 

4. Who are the two characters in Jesus’ parable? (19-21) Describe their respective lives. What happened to each when they died? What was the rich man’s plea? (23-24) What was Abraham’s reply? Why could even Abraham do nothing to help the man in torment?

5. What did the rich man now beg of Abraham? What was Abraham’s reply? How did the rich man protest? What was Abraham’s final response? What do these verses teach about sin? About repentance? About what it is to listen to God?

*  Sin and Servantship (17:1-10)

6. What is the truth about things that cause people to sin? What is the result for those who cause others to sin? How can a person watch himself in the matter of sin? (3-4) 

7. Upon hearing this, what did the apostles say to the Lord? How is sin related to faith? What did Jesus reply? How is the power of faith stronger than the power of sin? What is the faith Jesus refers to here?

8. What other parable did Jesus teach? (7-10) What do these verses teach about our duty as Jesus’ servants?

