SERVING GOD

Luke 16:1-17:10

Key Verse: 16:13

“No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one

and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and

despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.”


Jesus had been teaching his disciples about the joy God has when one sinner repents. He taught that God seeks the lost coin, the lost sheep and the lost son, and sent his one and only Son so that what is lost may be found, and what is dead may be alive. God loves one sinner who repents with absolute love.


After this, Jesus began to speak to his disciples. Jesus taught what it is to live as a steward of the gospel of the forgiveness of sins, and to serve God who gave his Son. Jesus himself was but a few days from Jerusalem, where he would die on the cross in order to display the message of God’s forgiveness and love to the world. But he would not leave them empty handed. Jesus taught his disciples the eternal and incomparable value of the gospel.

I.  Managing Worldly Wealth (16:1-13)


Now in verses 1-2, Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his possessions. So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your management, because you cannot be manager any longer.’” The rich man heard an accusation that his own manager was wasting his possessions. What would he do? He had entrusted his valuable possessions—his property—to his manager. He held the manager accountable to the trust he had been given. He said, “You cannot be manager any longer.” He said, “You’re fired.”

The manager had no defense to the accusation when he was confronted by the owner with wasting his possessions. It seems like there was nothing else he could do. But look at verses 3-7. “The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job. I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg—I know what I’ll do so that, when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.’ So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ ‘Eight hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied. The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred.’ Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’ ‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied. He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’” What did the manager do? He responded to the accusation that he wasted his master’s possessions by wasting still more of his master’s possessions—four hundred gallons of olive oil and 200 bushels of wheat. He reasoned that he would be welcomed by his newfound friends: the people who benefited from his generosity. 

Now what did the master think about the actions of his former manager? Verse 8 says that he commended the dishonest manager. Why? Because he had acted shrewdly. Jesus said, “The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light.” (8) In this world being shrewd is a commendable quality. Even the owner who suffered loss because of the dishonesty of his manager commended his shrewdness. Then was Jesus teaching his disciples to be dishonest and shrewd? Verse 9 says, “I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.” Jesus and his disciples were not rich in worldly possessions by the world’s standards. But it didn’t matter. Jesus taught his disciples to use worldly wealth for the sake of eternal dwellings. While we are in the world the wealth of this world has value. But all the things in this world are perishing. They will all be gone. They are useless in helping us to be welcomed into eternal dwellings. Only when the gospel came into the world does the world have such wealth. The man in the parable may have been dishonest, but he knew what his master valued, and he was shrewd enough to use the things under his management for his own advantage. How much more does the gospel open our eyes to the eternal dwellings. Jesus taught his disciples that they could use worldly wealth in order to secure an eternal dwelling.

Verses 10-12 say, “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own?” God entrusted his gospel to these disciples. God sent his Son into the world to dwell among men. Jesus called these disciples to follow Jesus daily, to listen to his word daily, to reveal the secrets of the kingdom of God to. God entrusted the most valuable thing in this world—the gospel of the forgiveness of sins—to these disciples of Jesus. There are all kinds of wealth in the world. But when Jesus brought the gospel to us, the world became very wealthy. The gospel too is worldly wealth. It is the gospel in this world. It is not eternal dwellings, or true riches. It is one thing the disciples were entrusted to handle while they were still sinners, that is, while they were still living in this world. At the same time Jesus assured his disciples that this gospel was more than just a worldly thing. It means being entrusted with the things of God—true riches—and with an inheritance in the kingdom of God. God entrusted his gospel to these disciples and to sinners in this world, so that there he might reveal his eternal glory, and so that they might inherit the true riches of an eternal dwelling in the kingdom of God.

Jesus summarized the truth of a servant in the sinful world in verse 13. “No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.” This is the truth of man. If he is not in submission to the Master, he is mastered by everything, even money. Since man first sinned this truth has been revealed. In Genesis 4, Abel found himself in the world cursed by God because of sin. What did Abel do? Abel offered some animals to God. He did this because he believed God would look with favor on him and accept him. He believed in the forgiveness of sin. He submitted himself to God in the gospel. He used worldly wealth with the hope of being welcomed by God into eternal dwellings. But Cain rejected God and his word. God entrusted him with the same gospel when he told him, “If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it.” There is no middle ground. Either God is our Master through the gospel, or sinful desires will master us. It is a fearful thing. When Cain rejected God’s plea, he was despising the gospel. He was mastered by murderous desire and killed his brother Abel. No servant can serve two masters. God entrusted us with the gospel in order to be our master. In the gospel a sinner can serve God. In the gospel a sinner can offer himself completely to God, and be accepted as his servant. This is managing worldly wealth. It is not a 50/50 matter. Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters.” We manage worldly wealth when we surrender to Jesus in this truth.

II.  A Rich Man and a Beggar (14-31) 

In verses 14-18 the Pharisees responded to what Jesus was teaching his disciples. Verse 14 says, “The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and were sneering at Jesus.” If they loved money, then according to Jesus they despised God. So they sneered at Jesus’ comment. But Jesus said to them, “You are the ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of men, but God knows your hearts. What is highly valued among men is detestable in God’s sight.” Jesus taught the Pharisees, who loved money, what God values. They used the truth of God to justify their own love of money. They rejected Jesus’ word. That was a problem. Soon they would be instrumental in Jesus’ condemnation and death on the cross. They valued money or recognition and despised the gospel of the forgiveness of sins. But they knew it. Verse 16 says, “The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John. Since that time, the good news of the kingdom of God is being preached, and everyone is forcing his way into it.” The Law and the Prophets pointed to the time when the good news of the kingdom of God would be preached. The kingdom of God came to men. As Jesus taught, his disciples were grabbing hold of the kingdom. Crowds came to listen to his word. Once a group of men cut a hole in someone’s roof to get to Jesus. Another time a man stood by the side of the road shouting, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” It was the time for men to force their way into the kingdom of God. Jesus was inviting these Pharisees to get out of the love of money, and out of their self-justification—out of whatever it was—and force their way into the kingdom of God. Look at verse 17: “It is easier for heaven and earth to disappear than for the least stroke of a pen to drop out of the Law.” The good news of the kingdom of God does not negate the Law and the Prophets. It is the same thing to which the Law and the Prophets looked forward to, to which the entire history of God—every penstroke—was pointing since Moses. How had the Pharisees received the word of God? Verse 18 says, “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery, and the man who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.” This was the truth of the Pharisees Jesus spoke to. They used the Law to justify their love of money. They used the Law to justify divorcing their wife. They were given the word of God himself and with it they despised God. While others were forcing their way into the kingdom of God, the Pharisees were growing like Cain. They rejected God as their master and became mastered by sin. They were rich with the word of God, but with it they despised God.

So Jesus taught a parable about a rich man and a poor man. “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores and longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores.” Dogs lick their own sores to heal them. But when the dogs saw Lazarus, they stopped licking their own sores and licked his sores instead. Even the dogs had pity on Lazarus. During their lives the rich man and the beggar lived in close proximity—side by side. When they died their roles were reversed. At that time the rich man was in torment, and the beggar was in the kingdom of God at Abraham’s side. The rich man pleaded for Abraham to ease his torment, but Abraham replied, “Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.”  Even Abraham could do nothing to help the man in torment. There is a time when a man can force his way into the kingdom of God. There is also a time when there is no way even for Father Abraham to cross over the chasm. The rich man of the parable is an example of one who received all good things—even the heritage of Father Abraham, the word of God—and despised it. The evidence is he never saw Lazarus at his gate.

After this he begged Abraham, “Send Lazarus to my father’s house, for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.” Abraham replied, “They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.” “No, father Abraham,” he said, “but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.” He said to him, “If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.” God didn’t give any miraculous, convincing proof; he gave the gospel. This is the very thing the rich man despised in life, and apparently still despised in death. Repentance is not being convinced by a miracle; it is learning the truth of the forgiveness of sins as of incomparable value. It is meeting the glory of God in the gospel every day until it is everything to us. The opportunity is ever present. There is always a Lazarus right at the gate. For the Pharisees there were always the “tax collectors and sinners”—the God-given opportunity to practice everything the Law and the Prophets and Father Abraham testify to: the gospel.

III.  Sin and Servantship (17:1-10)

In these verses Jesus taught his disciples the fundamental servantship in this world. First, forgive him. Verses 1-4 say, “Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Things that cause people to sin are bound to come, but woe to that person through whom they come. It would be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around his neck than for him to cause one of these little ones to sin. So watch yourselves. If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him. If he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you and says, “Forgive me,” forgive him.’” Why did God allow things that cause people to sin—or sin itself—to come? It is because that is where Jesus’ disciples can recognize the gospel in a very practical sense. It is amazing that in this world where sin is bound to come, sin that brings woe and eternal condemnation to all men, that is precisely where God revealed the overwhelming glory of the forgiveness of sins. In other words, God is revealed. This is the wonder of the gospel. In the matter of sin, we forgive, especially those who sin against us. Then we see the glory of God.


Upon hearing this, what did the apostles say to the Lord? The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” He replied, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you.” Who can replant the mulberry tree in the sea and make it obey with his faith? But such faith is like a tiny mustard seed compared with the faith that sees God revealed in the midst of sin. Faith in the forgiveness of sins sees more than just the obedience of one tree; through practicing forgiveness, our faith grows to see the submission of all things—even sin and death—to the gospel of God. By practicing the forgiveness of sins in the simple matter of forgiving our brother who sins against us—which is bound to come—we learn an eternal truth: the assurance of the hope of God to bring all things under him.

In verses 7-10 Jesus continued, “Suppose one of you had a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Would he say to the servant when he comes in from the field, ‘Come along now and sit down to eat’? Would he not rather say, ‘Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink.’ Would he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do? So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.’” Watching ourselves in the matter of sin, rebuking sin and forgiving our brother who sins against us is the fundamental serving of God. It is not exemplary. It is not the result of high quantities of faith. Rather it is what is expected by God of his people. It is how an unworthy servant—a sinner—does his basic duty to God.

