GOD’S JOY

Luke 14:1-15:32

Key Verse: 15:23-24a

*  The Great Banquet (14:1-24)

1. Where was Jesus on one Sabbath? Who else was there? (1-3) Why? (ref. 11:53-54) In what ways did Jesus try to help the Pharisees and experts in the law? (3,4,5) What was their response? (4,6) What does their silence suggest about their motivation?

2. What did Jesus notice about the guests at the dinner? What parable did Jesus then teach? What does the parable show about the honor men seek? What does verse 11 show about why the religious leaders could not accept Jesus? What do Jesus’ words in verses 12-14 teach about what men should seek?

3. What was the response of one man at the table? How did Jesus reply? How is God portrayed in the parable? What was the response of those who were invited and why? What did the owner do? (21-24) What does this parable reveal about the character of God? About the hope of God? 

*  “He Cannot be my Disciple” (26-35) 

4. Who was with Jesus, and what did he say to them? (25-27) What two parables did Jesus teach? (28-30; 31-33) What do the parables teach about being a disciple? Why might Jesus have said discouraging words to those following him at this time? (34-35)

*  Lost and Found (15:1-32)

5. What was Jesus’ audience like here? What was the complaint of the religious leaders? How did Jesus respond to them? What does the parable of the lost sheep show about what makes God rejoice? About what it is to repent? How does this address the muttering of the religious leaders?

6. What other parable did Jesus teach? (8-10) How is this parable like the first, and how is it different? What do these parables teach about what God seeks?

7. What was the third parable Jesus taught? How did the younger son receive his father’s generosity? To what end? Why did he then want to return? What was his plan and what was his reasoning? (17-20a)

8. What was his father doing? How did he receive the son who had taken his estate and left him? (20b-24) What does this parable suggest about what the Father seeks? About the nature of the feast in the kingdom of God?

9. How did the responsible older brother react when he heard? (25-28a) How did the Father respond? What was the older brother’s reasoning? How did his father answer him? (31-32) What does this reveal about the Father’s joy? How is this parable related to the feast in the kingdom of God? To the complaints of the religious leaders?

